-

W@G Potor ‘Owen being sworn ugg states as follows:—

! x
COUJSEL: You are the COmmlsgioner of pollce?
WITNSSS: That is correct. |
COUNSEL: We are primarily copcerned with the disturbances which took
pléce this year in the Wismar/Mackenzié and Christianburg areé. First I:

¢

would like you to tel} us .Commissioner what was the strenzth of the police
B e s

WITNESS:-T@é entire divisional eshkablishment is 31 but at Wismar it is 13.

‘éOUNSEL: Can you say how that number was made up in terms of rank?
‘ WITNESééIAt Wiémar,'éne corporal;‘éﬁe sergeant, and ‘11 constebles.

gOUNéEL: Did you carry out a review of the pumber of policemen in‘that araé

somet;me this yea;?“ L | ‘

WITNESS: I began it in November 1962 at the request of Goverrment and I

completed it in 1963,

COUNSEL: And in your review did you comsider the number of »~licemen in

adequate, ang did you recommend en increase?

HITNESS: 1 did recommend an incteases

COUNSEL; This ingrease should.have been in what regard? How many recruits
did you regommsnd?

WITN“SS‘ 1 recommended an increase of 7, one inspector, one rarmarel] aid

) constables., : '
QQUNSEL[ Nhy dld you con31dﬂr the‘number of policemen iradequate?

- RS
i WITNJSS-‘IJ; rr»ﬂ,beCause of the crime rate, a lérwe populaticn and bad

communlcathps 'and inadequate lighting.

QOUNSEL At the tlme of ‘tha review was there

+

wm\mss: Not at Wismer, only at Mackenzies

.‘:'

. COUNSEL; Did you make any reecmmendation about an increaise in the muber

of Vehicles?f

L) B

TI’I‘V"SS.‘ I recommendéd that 'thare should be a second vehinle praferabl™ a

L{

land: rover at Wismarg
JSbhr ~Ig’addltlon to the regﬁlér pelice force cmn you say how many

syperunerary constables were employed by the Demerarra Bauxite Co.
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WITNESS: I thinﬁ I am correct in saying that there were 97 supeirmumerary
constabless

CHATRMAN: These constables are attached to the Demerara Bauxite Co?
WITHESS: That is so. They are mainly employed for the purpose of lookjrus
after Demba's property. .

COUNSEL: Could their services be requested in times of emergency?

WITNESS: They have assisted us in thepast in times of emerpency.
COUNSEL:NCan you say something as to the commitments of the police followring
¥he strike by the G.A.W.U. in February of this year?

WITNESS: Yes. The trouble built up initially on the W.C.D. and by the 21s!
May we had emﬁlbyed on the W.C.D. 400 volunteers and policemen tozether wi’
8 police officers.

COUNSEL: Could you say when the first major incident occured at Wismar?
NITNESS: The first-incident occured on the night of the 21st or 22nd, «
Thursday night. The second incident was reported on th2 same nizht.
COUNSZEL: On that same night 2lst, were there any incidents on the West loars™?
WITNZSS: Two persons were shot and four died.

COUNSZL: What was the position on the Bast Coast?

WITNESS: We had fires there and clashes with the Security Forees.,

COUNSSL: Now about these imcidents at Wismar, Mackenzie and the Bast C~ast.
did you advise the Minister of Home Affairs to to do anything?

WITNESS: I did. My first request was to send the military forces to ° ™2
“~trouble spots on the West Coast.

COUNSEL: Do you recall any particular incident ih May at Buxton?

WITNESS: Yes. There were several incidents at Buxton, but the one th-’
stands out most was the shooting of a farmer and his wife at the back of "=
village.

COUNSEL: Do you think that this incident was the cause for the vioienaza ir.
Georgetown?

WITNESS: I think it was responsible for the violence we had in Georgetow.
Priday 22nd.

COUNSEL: On the 23rd of May were there ¢ny inciderts at Wismar?

WITNESS: On the night of the 23rd, it wae a Saturday night. a gxocery

o

invaded by a group of people who stole things fro.nthe shelves.
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¢ounsel: "On the Sunday night 2Lth May at 9 p.me did you confor with

Coo s SE

the Assistant Sueerintendent, (Administration) at Force Control?"

"Mry.Owen could you sy what was discussed at this meeting?"

V?Witnass: "The deployment of police personnel in the East¢West Coast,

and the possible means of strengfhing the police at Wismar."

;Counselz MWas anything further discussed?!

Witnesss ”Itlwas decided to recommend an embodiment of the Volunicer
Foree, and in addidtion the police were to be in line, and the
special constables were to be called in for full time duty.”

Counsel: "On Mgnday, 25th May, did you have a discussion with F¥r. H obbs
BEE. the Mages /Ol stisnbuss Mackomie st humbngld

Witnesss "I received the information from Mr, Puttock that there -ias
trouble at Wismar about 8.30 a.m."

"Could you te)L the Commission what type. of trouble?

Witnesss 'Y understand buildings were burnt, att-cks were made on peope
and they were beaten at Wismar.,"

Counsels Did you see Mr, Neil Issacs on that day?!

Witness: UI did, I directed him to go with Assistant Superintendent
Lashley immediately to Mackénzie to assess the position and

report to me,U

Counsel: "At the «time ‘of this discussion on 2Lth May was tha:Army
alerted?!
: Witnssss Sibhe grmy-was Rerted on the Monday."
T )
Counsel: Ian you recall how long were therce instances or looting

and burning at Wismar/Christianburg area?"

Witness: "Not witil the 29th May there were no incidents reported."
Counsel: "When did you rescelve the report from Mr, Neil Issacs?!
Witness: "I received the report duorlng the afternoon of the 25th.

A

& few minutes before 3 olclock."
Mrq Shepherd: "Was it a written report or oral report?"
Witness; "An oral reports"
Mr, Shepherd: "What was the date?¥
Withess; "The 25th of Maye"
¢ "Can you say what was the naturce of that report?!

Witnesss Mre Issacs asked for reinforcements of British Troops "
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Counsel. . '®D4d he indicate how many troops would bo nvoedod?®
Wltness' UNoe He said simply that the police and volunteers were

insufficient to cope with the trouble at that timec."

2 caunsélg "Followins this report did you speak to the Minister of

~

i

H ome Affairs?"

-thness' "T spoke ' first to the Commander of the British Guiana Garrison."
Counsolz "Can you say what reinforcements were sznt un folldwing your h
request?!
VV‘Witness: "I cannot give you the actual number of troops sent, but I

‘Witnesse "Tn

am:certain that -the. Commander will have this information.”

Gounsel: "When you heard of the first report Eld vou Eeﬂr anything that
the Wismar situation was da dine ¢ theaforces?™
§ Poess Lo ' “”?w BN v F L g

. we .  bolek

there ha a - -ﬂmiémar-was —partofthe
overall of the instances, at Wismar from the Rappenings as Ceemp—yg
the East and West Coast of Demsrara at that timel®
*U0an you say what were the statistics available at the police
" headquarters between the 2lst-and 25th May, regerding the number
offhousés‘d;stroyed at Wismar znd the number of people killed
" and 'the nunber of persons seriouly injured?!
Witness: "T:received ‘the first report on Thursday night. Gommencing
from early on Swnday morning and until the 28th May, the
number of houses destroyed was: two hundred and twenty, the
rumber ‘of persons killed including those shot by the police
Atzﬁﬁf_l;émbuﬁted to'five, The number®of persons seriously.ihjuréd
EE was ‘ten, the number of cases of rape reported was six, the
" number'of shots fired was four, the number of rounds of ,33
‘ammunition fired by the police was thirteen, the number ci
4earismoke shells used was four and the number of persons
evacuated from the area under guard was one thousand eight
hundrede” ' . . =
Zou 'said that Wismar was one of ‘the general fatigue at that
time., Do’ you: think it wowld have been the nature protectsée

measure’ if tbgy/ﬁ ad been alsrted in thesé different areas?!

“Witneésss g e matﬁnerﬁe as T have alr ady

Uointéa out’ that there wers” jrst tﬂkcn over thﬁﬁﬁ' E‘Cbﬂ st of

Demerara or Police Force on thi incidents on the Tast Coast of
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Louns2l:

Witness:

Mry Shepherds

'Withéss:

Mr, Shepherds
Witnesss
Mf. Shepherds
Witnesss
Mrl Shepherds

Witnesss
Mr, Shepherde
Witness;
Mr, Shepherds
Witnessg

Mr. Shepherds

Witnessg

Mr, Shepherd:

Witness;
Ara Shepherd:
lWiéﬁssSﬁ

."

Mrg Shepherd:

A5t vhich time the trouble

‘"ind this pattern spread to the

Demerara n

mwaﬂ?(’
" The mllltqrv took over on the 23rd of qu.f>
.~ U et ;—».L(Lx_,zgz

sﬁafted at Wismar, a grocery store
was looted and within a few hours the whole place was ablaze.
Is that so?®

"That is not soe The store was looted on the Saturday evening
the 23rd and the trouwble started, on the Monday morning the

80 the sitmation on the West Coast was on the 25th?"

"That was bylthe 25th,"

"By the 25th, the situation in Wismar was at its worst?"
125th was the worst day."

"So it wasn't possible to withdraw any police?”

"I 'had deployed all available police-by Sunday morning the
2hith, that is why we asked for the volunteer force to be
embodied,”

our foce was extended-to its full throushout British
Guizna?®

"That 1s correcty . Throughout the country, and they included
recruits of a few wecks training.!

YAnd it 'was+-oa Monday, 25th you scnt Commissioner Issacs to

assess. the situation and report to you?l®

-

BTo-be correct, 8ir, I sent Mr, Ladhley and fcox other

‘ policemen to assist in the Mackenzie situation.”

"You charpered-an B e ratst Bor tbap purpose which left Ogzle
on Monday, May, 25th at about 1 p.m,"

That is correct,"

"Now, this situation on the West Coast was building up since
Feb}ugry?“ :

"Tha£ is correct 4"

Hast Coast?!

OThat 1s corrzcfy’ That Is why we transferred some of them
to the West Coast and to Georgetown,!
"ind violence indeed occured in Georgetown on Friday, May

Foobe oves Gy,

‘”On the 23rd of I1yvlﬂ_tbey_weaié~have—%ﬁken—cver—the—eﬁcpavlon

25%h .
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"Yes, we had & small outbreak of violence in Georgetown on
Friday afternnon the 22nd May, and the police had to fire

on iootérse"

n? you connected that outbreak in Georgetown with murdcr at

Buxton of Mr, and Mrs, Sealey?"
 ~Witne$s: "That 15 so¢"

"And on the 23»d did you write to the Minister of Home fffairs?"

_Witness: U1 ddd.,"
© Mr, Shepherds "Do you have a copy of the minute you wrote to the Minister?"
Witnesss "I have a note." EXTRACT FROM LETTZR TROM COMMISSIONZIR OF

POLICE TO MINISTZER OF HOME AFFATIRS D/, TED 23rd MAY iééh. "The

violence which errupted in CGeorsetown yesterday Lound a med-

erate echo in Wismar. This was the case last year and I am

afraid that if violence is alloweé to continue in the country-

side, the pattern will be repeated notuonly in Georpetown, but

also in Wismar with increasing severity.,

The Buxton incident and-racial violence senerslly throvah-

out the cqugtry produced _the same effect on Wismar/McKenzie.

4t 9,00 pame, an Indian ownecd house was destroyed bv fire at

Ons-mile Wismar, and at 11,LO p.m.; an exnlosive device %as

set under the house of anothér Bast Indian at Silvertown, “is-

mar, It explodsd doing damage and injuring three (3) nersons,

althougé not seriously. We both know how sericus it will be

for the small East Indian minority at Wismar/MbKenzie, if the

Africans start retaliation thcre as they did last year.”

Mr, Shepherd: Is that the end of your minute?

Witness: This is an axtract from the minute that I sent to the Ministoer
of Home Affairs.

Mr. Shepherd:  So _tir?s seemed on the 23rd May to be a distinct possibiliJrv;j‘) /n-l»e(
“adat the time you had only known of one or twe incidents from r
Wismar?

Witress: Two incidents.

Mr, Shepherd: Lnd von felt it necessary to warn the Minister of Home [ Tairs

Witness: I did.



Mr, Shepherds

L

;,Mr%;Shepherd:

Witness:
Mr, Shepherd:
Witnhess:

Mro Shepherd:

Witness:
Mr, Shepherd:
Witness:
. My, Shepherd:

Witness:

Mr, Shepherd:
Witness:

Mr, Shepherd:

- Witnessjz==""

¥Mr, Shepherd:
-~ Witness:
Mr,y Shepherd:
Witness:

Mr, Shepherd:

Witness:

Mr, .Shepherd:

-] -
waé this -the first time you warned the “inister about the
danger of the violence on the Coastal strip?

I had done so on many occassions bafore.,

Can you remember one such occassion when you wafned the Minise
ter whether orally or in‘writihg?

I cannot recall any specific date or time.

There were many occassions?

Yes.

Was 1t only the Minister of Home Affairs to whom you issued
this warning, or someone else?

T.also mentioned it to the Premier, p,
And you mentioned this to the Premier before. the 22nd May?
Quite a long time before that.

Durins that time, was the tension building up?

Probably since the month of “oril. /T warned the Premier that
if some settlement was reached (in the G.A."T.U. strike, we

wo»ld have.regaction in Georgetown and Wismar,

And what was his reply?

I cannot recall his exact words.

This is one additional reason Mr, Chairman, why I would like to
have the Premier here to cross-examine him. Mr. Owen, co &ou
recall giving similar warnings to other members of the Counsecl
of Ministers?

Not that T can recall, but to the members of the Civil Service.
Such as?

Permanent Secretaries and issistant Secretaries.

You gave them warnings?

They were at meetings,

fn I correct in saying that the Emergencv was officially de=
clared on the advice of the Council of Ministers? On the
very day that the violence broke ont in Georgetown the Emer-
gency was imposed by his Excelllency *‘he Goverror on the advice
of the Council of Ministers.

Yes, about that time,,

Tou feared that reprisal was 1l:ikely to oceur in Wismar,but you



Witness:

My, éﬁepherdﬁ

Witness:
ﬁNr.'Shepherd:
;Witness:

- Mr, Shepherd:

Mr, Shepherd:
Witness:
Mr, -Shepherd:

Witness:

Mr, Shepherd:

-8~ L1246k, ¢

did not consider it a matter of more pressing wrgency as that

_ of the threatened reprisals on the. East Coast or in Georgetown?

It was part of the pattern2k44l‘

Now, Mr. Isaacs accompanied Superintendent Lashley with. the
party on Monday?

Yes..

Did he give vou a report?

That is correct.

He later =ave vou on the 2nd Jure, a confidential report, which
I will now hand to you. Mr. Chairman, perhaps you may wish to
allow your learned Counsel to see it, while I continue with thé
questions. On 8unday 24th May at about 8.30-a.m., did you
have a discussion with Assistant Commissioner of Police, Mr.
Puttock?

I did.

Did you inform the Assistant Commissioner that you could spare
no other police Ior service in the Wismar area?

That is so.

What was the alternative?

The only alternative was to ask that the Volunteer Force be em-
bodied and to put the police force on the Wismar area,"in line.’
By that time, had the Volunteer Force in Georgetown already

-

been embodied?

et ST

Witness:

Mr, Shepherd:

Witness:
Mr, Shepherd:
Witness:
Mr, Shepherd:
Witness:

¥r. Shepherd:

Witness:

Yes.

And the decision was to ask the Volunteer Force at McKenzie to
embody twenty four men?

Yes sir,

Why was the number 2l hit on and not L8?

That is the approximate No. in a Platoon.

Did the D, Compahy comprise of 1 or EFD(CLLU“VV J

I taink 2 or 3.plakov .

At the time the decision was made, was any representation made
to you by Major Langham or Mr. Puttock that 2, men would be
insufficient?

t
¥



‘Mr,. Shepherd:

Witness:

Mr. Shepherd;

Witness:

Mr, Shepherd:
Witness:
Mr. Shevpherd:

Witness:

Mr, Shepherd;-

Witness:

Mr, Shepherd:

Witness:
Hr, Shepherd:
Witnesss—=s=

¥Mr, Shepherd:
Mr, Carter:

Chairman:

Mr, Shepherd:

Witness:

Mro Shepherd:

- O -
The instruction to embody twenty-four members of the Volunteer
Force was passed to Mr. Hobbs by Mr. Puttock about an hour
later at about 9.30 a.m. on Sunday May 2Lth?
I remember speaking to Colonel DeFreitas who cémmands the
Volunteer Force, and subsequently to Superintendent Hobbs at
Wismar.
Now, as a result of the report received from Mr. Hobhs on 25th,
did you do any*thing with regards to the strengthening of the
Palice at Wismar?
On the morning of the 2Lth May at about 6.30, we asked for the
imrediate embodiment of the remainder of the Volunteer ¥orce.
At what time? 8250 o'clock on Monday morning?
Yes,
And how was this request conveyed?
A repert from Mr. Hobhs that there was burning, looting and
violence in the area.
ind your request, how was that made?
In the normal way, throuszh Colonel DeFreitas,
Would it be correct to say that Mr. Puttock was authorizad to
request Mr. Hobbs to request the Officer Commanding the 'D!
Company to embody all the men of the Volunteer Force?
Yeé.
£nd you confirmed this action shortly afterwards?
Yes, that is so.
This gtatement which T will hand to you is a copy of Mr. Put~
tock's report, and I think it will serve very well.
Mr, Chairman, I think it would be best for the documents to
be marked to show what part of the apnendix they form.
The statement does nor form part of the appendix.
Now on the 25th, that is Monday 25th May, was a meeting of the
Security Council convened?
Yes, at 2.00 o'clock at the Ministry of Home Affairs.
You had in your hand just now, a note that you wrote to the
Ministry of Home 4ffajrs, did you write to her again cn the

29th, requesting the convening of this Council?
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:_Wiﬁﬁess: I certainly wrote on the 25th.

';Mf;'Shepherd: Can vou refer to .your minutes as you have a nofe off Asb? | 6
i not, on the letter which I handed you just now. This was, of
course, the Monday, and you say it was held 2 o'clock?

Witness: There is no reference in my notes here regarding the minutcs

written on Monday 25th.

3 Mf.'Shepherd: UWas there then apther minute or don't you remembar?!
Witness: UT can't recall now, ‘but I attended the meeting."

' Mr, Shepherd: "Who was present at the meeting besides the Minister?"
Witness: "The Permanent Secratary, the Garrison Commander, Colonel

DeFreites, and the Assistant Secretary of the Home Affairs
vho- deals with Police matters,*

Mr. Shepherd: "Now it was on that date what you wrote your minute that the
situation had deteriorated, Was this before or after the
meeting of the Sscurity Counsel?"

Witnesss "T wrote ‘a eecurity report to the Minister every morning before

leaving ‘my office at 9.

Mn, Shepherd: "Tt would ‘haveé normally zone before the meeting?"

Witness:

Mr, Shepherd: "Just read from the.notes you have of that situation report."
Withess: "Ths situation has deteriorated considerably, On the 2lth

May,” at 9,00 a.m, I conferred with Assistant Commissioner,
“ldministration at forcd* déntrol and ‘gave instructions for
‘twenty~fowr men of sthe: volunteers to be embodied’ at
‘Mackenzie for Service at Wismar; all special constables there
:ﬁo ?e}calléd'od%; and the policemam to go oq} to $tandby
ﬁkmiﬁ 1iﬁé”)%"0n Mbhday,”QSthbMay, the officer in charge
’BT”’Ei'ﬁivisionﬁreﬁorted at about 9,00 a.m. that there was

frirther " trouble in Wismar and he was given instructions. to

‘embody’ the rest ofi'the Volunteer Force, Assistant Superin-

HEVDivision ‘prior ‘to Mr. Hobbs was despatched there to assist
‘him and- the hAssistart Coriiiissioner (Training and Operations)
Wl 8y YWas €ent to assess the position and report.”

‘Mp. -Shepherd: ““Very well, “Now,: the Minister: has given evidence and’ I don't

B o thinkithere is ‘any ‘secret about it, that she at thet meéeting

O
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Witnesss UThat is correct."
: MfsJSEepherd:_ Moes . it appear to you that the Minister fully und:érstood the
i procedure involved in applying to the Imperial Government for
the assistence of Dmperial troops?"
Witness: 9T don't think so."
Mr, Shepherd: For the imformation of myself and possibly some of the
commissioners describe that procedure."

-Witness: "The requisition for troops is made by the Governor on the
advice of the Administration, but the requisiticn for troops
doesn't necessarily mean their physical intervention. The
physical intervention}ff troops can be made at the request % (e
of_an.AdministratioAHPolice Officer above the renk of Chief
Inspector, but unless the urgency requires it the Govarnor
as Commanéer~in—6hief must be informed before hand wherever
it is possible,"

'Mr.fsbgpherd: IThat is because the Governor is Gommander-in-Chief and also

because he is the imperial governments! representative in.the
L 5

colony."
Witness: tThat is correctf? _
A
Mr, Shepherd: "This cannot bs-done in a moment or half q%’an hour."
Witness: "No, the procedure ghould be fone through."
Mr, Shepherd: "Is it correct to sav that the Garrison Commander would insist

before committing his troops for something in writinge I

— e

e

believe he calls it a "Blood chit!", Obvioud¥¥*it is because
his troops have to go into action, it is a term used in

military context. Could this now be produced and shcown to the

,HI

witness, signed by Mr. Owen that §$ put in by the Garrison
Commander, Colonel King?!

Witness: "The Garrison Commander like mysclf wished to know the overall
territorial position, and pynhave a true picture of events at
Wismar before comaitting himself to sending troops therc.”

lMr, Shepherd: Mere you in agreement with the Minister that the Imperial
"troops should be sent to Wismar?!

Witness: "Before agreesing T wished ‘2 know what the trus situation was

like at Wismar?"
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Mr, Shepherds YAt that time where was Mr, Isgacs?!
Vitness: 5 At the time of meeting he was at Wismar."

Mr, Shepherd: "What time did you hear from Mr, Isaacs on the telephons?!

Witnesss "\ few miniites before 3 o'clock and this meeting was held at
o 2 o'clock,"

¥r, Shepherd: "When was the meetinz adjourned?"

Witness: "At about ten minutes to 3 o'clock,"

Mr, Shepherds "You received ycur telephone repéit from Mr. Issacs at aboud

five minutes to 3 ®lclock., Could you carry on from that??
Witness:s "T telephoned the Garrison Commander and told him of the
position and he agreed to the despatch of British Troops."
'Mid you informed him that you had chartered an air-craft?"
Witness: "We had gﬁ?ﬂg;r—craft standing by from the first report in the
morning "

Mr, Shepherd: "About what timeQv

Witresss RArrangements were made after we reckived a report from Mr,
Hobbs."

Mre, Shepherd: Udas kind of airecraft Was standing by?"

Witness: "A Dakota air-craft was standing by for use."

. . -
Mr. Shepherd: uEiq you inform the -Garrison Commander that the the "Blood

chibd would follow?!

Witness: "I tcld the Garrison Commander that I would send it a2long.!

Mr, Shepherd: "How long did tnis Security Council exist?!

Witness: "I think }or a nulder cf yecars.!

Mr, sﬁéﬁﬁé?é?srﬁ31t is a convenient means to effect asting during an 2merzency?'
Witﬁess: "That is cortect."

Mr, Shepherd: "How frequently were meetinssheld?"

Witness: "T den't think that therc were more that three or four meétﬁgs."
¥r. Shepherd: "On this occasion could you recall on whose request it had been?"
Witness: "T cannot remember,"

Mr, Shepherds "Was the Minister satisfied with the view expresszsd by yourself

and the Garrison Commanderg!

Witness: No, She woulc¢ have had British troops sent right away."
Mr. Shepherd: "Tn the senate the Minister of Home Affairs said that she aad

asked the Garrison Commander to Bring in the military troops

and that you refused.!
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Witness: "here s no truth in thate!
Mr, Shepherd: "Wwhen rapes, murders and burning of buildings were soing on

did the volunteers and nolice stand by and HdﬁK%bthinq?”

Witnesss "There is no truth in it."
Mr. Shepherds "Referring to paraszraph 9 of the Minister of Home “ffairs!

statement, that law abiding citizens hnve lost all confidence
in the police and will not put themselves under the protectisn
of the Volunteer and Police Force, You understond what thie
tcans?”

Witress: "T do. There is ne truth in this."

¥r, Shepherd: "Isn't it a fact that gne thrusand and ¢izht huxdred were
escorted out of Wismar and Mackenzic by the poalice?!
"Thit's gerpecisM

Mr, Shepherd: "Weren't-a number f peovple rescued 2t ‘the prlice stati n?®

“Jitness: Yes, thdat Is £9."

Mr, Shepherd:

Witnesss \1or Sl

Mr, Shepherd: "You ycurself have given Timure o7 one theusand an? -izhi
hundred, and y2u @lso zave the number of casualties as four

or five deady and six rapeds™ Ten percent of the populsaticon-
East Indians were s afely evacuated by the police from Wismar?!

Witness: Tt (was from-ithe scattered area.!

Yr, Shepherds "The Wismar/Christianburg settlement is not a neat tidy

settlement thich on the whole rises as you so inland from
the Demerara River. It is a very diificult terrain?®

Witnesss

Mr, Shepherd: ¥You have ~iven us informa@inn about the expenditure by your
own force, four rounds of ,303 and thirtesn rounds of U5,
This is comparatively lizht., Would it suemest tS}%EAt your
a@m}eust@were ehgaged chiefly in conducting to safety the large
nurmber of evacuees?!

Wltness: "My instructions were that perscons must be saved."

Mr, Shepherd: "I am glad to hear you say that. As commanding officer woul?
you consider thatpersons had to be saved rather than propiriy

or personal bel niings?!



Witness:

Mr, Shepherd:

(&)
(G}
[9)]
oo

Wit

Mro Shepherd:

Witnesss

Mr, Shepherd:

Wit

(U]
]
9)]
P

Witnesss

Mr, Shepherd:

Witness:

il
"Certairly."
Iind was this policy of saving life rather than nroperty
confirmed by you personally or by Mr. Puttock?"
"T cannct recall this particular action precisely, but at
sometime I personally gave instructions that they shotlid
collect the people and lead them to safcty.
"You have told the Qommissicn that four tear c=s cartridges were
fired - by your force, This is a lirat sxpenditure of tear +23.
Can you assist the Commission by indicating soms of *the
advantages or otherwise in the unse of tear zas in centrollingz

and dispersing crowds?!

5]

"This is left enltirely to the officer on the spot. The improne
use of tear smoke might in fzct create the situation that 1t
vwas intended to guard against, if it 4s fired rizh?t mong the
crowd, G;eat care has %o be taken when using tear smoke that
there is a sufficient concentration to achieve the aim which
is interfed. I imagine that it would be very difficult in the

scattered area, Wismar/Christianburg to obtaln an effective

concentration.

"In Wismar/Christiamburg, and you are familar with the area.

Do you know witxt the police met with this particular difficplty
that when the crowd was gathering and the Police agproached,

it would dwindle away and then it =ould form s¢hawhere_alsey
and as the police aporoached ar2in they wonld disperse, It is
common phenomenon in British Guiana?"

"It was the snme thing that happened in Georzetown."

"If tenr gas were used would it be 1lik~ly to assist in dis-
peréing such crowds?"

I think it is more likely to exacerbare the crowd, because

it is impossible to get a proper concentration to a small
shifting crowd,”

"Tf the crowd morsly scattered and got a whiff, would this make
them more liable to control?!

"It wovld probably mean that their feelings would become more

violenti"
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"Were you surprised at the litht oexpenditure of tear was

shells by your force?"

"Would you explain the technical positicn for the use of iear
gas?"

"The ideal position for the use of tear smoke is where there is
a reasonably enclosed space, and 2 largelcrowd intent on

s

attacking either the security forces themselves, or a kesy °

"0ne further point., Wowld it be in aczordance with the .

general instructions gziven by you that the forces should onen

fire with their rifles into the middle of 2 curdous 212

inquisitive crowd?!

Not unless

their eyes,

there was an offeéence being committed in front of

or an attack on some individual or on tha forces

themselves " This is the @ractico so far as instructions weare
given to the security forces.”

"Now let us continue., ~Do you have anv reason not to be

satisfled with the econduct of the operation by your forces

during the 22nd to the 28th May?"

"T was not surprised, but I was certainly shocked at the extent
of the'wiolence and the determination of the locters on that
day, 1

o
£

Mo you consider and in your position as Commissioner cf Police
are you of the opinion that there was a detailed plan behind
this outbreak?”

"T am sure from smbsequent reports that it W?E_EEEEEEEEQEQ»"

"So far as the Demerara Bauxite Company is concerned, they put

a nuber of jeeps, about five at the disposal of the the Police?"
"That is correct.!

"And they put the Trade School and Sports Club at your dispnsal
for the evacuses. Do you know of =any other services?!

"The hospital was availsble, several members of the Constabulary
assisted the Police, and the General Mansger of DNembs-assisted

me in arranging the evacuation and reception of the people
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were killed in the presence of the police?® There were five
kil;ed at Wismar, What is your opinion, do you think that

more people were killed and more damage done af Mackenzie

than the Bast and West Coast?"

"T think on the West Coast and Tast Coast of Nemerara thore was
more damgge and more pecple were killed on the West Coast of
NDemerara,”

"Can you tell us how many rounds were dischargzed on the West
Ceoast of Demerara?"

"T don't know,"

UIn connection with the police and the voluntezr force, id

vou

hesr anybody say that the deterioration of the situatien on the

West Coast was because of Yack of confidence in thz police and
volunteér force??

"T heard several politicians say so."

"It is true that policemen-were shot at and injured on the
West Coast on the night of the 22nd May?!

U0x. the West Coast?. Yes,"

"Yes, Bub no soldiers were shot at and injured on the West

Coast?"

it that time the soldiers -ere not in operation.”

"Have 'any soldiers been shot at on the West Coast?"

"Not to my knowledge."

"You will agree with me that the policemen:who were shot ~nd
injured on the West Ccast were ifricans?"

"0f the two most sericus, one was an African, and one was an
East Indian,"

Now why do you think that policemen were shot. You don't
think that there was a lack of confidence in the police’
Why were no soldlers shot?¥

"Because the soldiers had more fire power. Pecple are more
afraid of them."

"Now the two more senior men 2%t Wismar before the Zlst to

25th of May this year were Major Lanvtham and Superintendent

Ho%bs. Superintendent Hobbs was ths =ost senicr man then,
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do you thirk him gquito capable of aswaesaineg tho situation ~t
Wismar??

Witnesss "Certainly,"

Mri-P.3% Singhs Mhat about after the morning of ths 25th?2"

Witness: - "Not until the morning of the 25th judging from the reports
did I think that I should send a more experiencafofficer Lo
the scendg."

M Poda Singh: "You got the news at 8430 in the morning that the situation
was very seriousf"

Witness: "That i§ correct.“ The report I had was about loctinz and
burning,"

Virg "2 N¢ Singh: "When did you first get the information that the situation was very
serious,"

Witnesss "At 8,30 in the morning."

fr PN Singh: "That is the first time you got the report?"

Witnesss 4Yee$Sir,"

re P.N3 Singh: "Did you ever receive information before the 25th that fonsion
was runﬁing very high?"

Witness; "We were nct surprised.!

MroPoNe Singhs "ihat is not the Question I asked you,"

Witnessy | . "Wé.appreciated that tension was growing." No more speciiicd

} repcrts came to my attentione

Mre BNy Singh: "More .specifice reports, do you know that on the afterncin of
the: 2lith a request was made to embody twenty-four men?"

1ﬁ{£ig§§?:- "The request was made at 9 o'clock on Sunday the 2Lth."

MroPs%e Singh: "o you know that information was sent to Georgetown that in the
the opinion ¥f the Commanding Officer of the volunte:r force at
Wismar that the embodiment of only twenty-four men weuld not
be enouch, That was never brought to yaur attention?"

Witnesss ‘Never brought to my attention."

Mr."93H:Singh:' Uit sometime before the 25th of May powers were delegated
to you to initiate actimeg. in deploying British troops to
assist ‘the Civil power?®

Witnesss - "But I was to do this throush the normal procedure."

wﬂryu?.N; Singht "Why is it that you received this information =t 8,30 in the

morning of the 25th that serious disturbances had erupted at
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Wismar, that it was not until 1 n'clock that Mr, Isaacs wns
despatched to Wismar to make his assesgment?"
”M?. Isaacs was on the West Coast at the time, ¥We would not
be able to serd somebody else.”
"Now, Mr, Isaacs told us he arrived at 8 o'clock in the morning,
WHat' wad!'the cause f£or.the. delay?h.
"I cannot recall when I saw Mr, Isaacs in the Headquarters, but

it was after 8 o'clock. If I remember rightly we had +ic
arrange transportation for the party to go to Mackenzie.”

ﬁyou had in mind to send 2 more senior man to Wismar?V

”Yes Iy ]

“When did you make up your mind? After Mr., Hoobs spoke o
you at 8,30 in the morning? 4t that time had\you anybody in -
mind?"

"Mr, P;ttock, if Mr. Isancs was not. available,"

"Now it was only by accident that you saw Mr, Isaacs come into
Heaéquarpers on the 25th, Did you take any steps when any
other person was not available ?"

”NO 4 n

"Because I mentioned that if Mr, Isaacs was not available,
Mr, Puttock would have to go."

WIf My, Isaacs was heavily engaged in the West Coast why did
it-come to your mind to send him?"

"Because he was availables”

"I thouzht ycu said he wasn't available?™n

He became available,"

"Did the Minigter of Home Affairs request you to send Military
forces~to Wismar?"

"She referred to this in the security meeting."

"On Monday afternoon did she request it?"

"To the best of my knowledge, she did."

"Was it only after she requested the assistance of the

Military force you rececived the report from Mr, Isaancs?!
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—
- ———TheQATTis6h Commarmder was alge Pregont at the mesting. Was

the—time only atter—whe—sugsested thiss!

'"Mhen was this?!"

"ell, then at 8,30 in the morning you were fully aware of the

situation at Wismar?

o

Why is it that you waited until 3 o'clock in the a~fterncon tn

ask for assistance?!

"Tt wasn't until 3 ofrlock in the afternoon that I knew the
extent of @he disturbances at Wismar,"

"N ow at_gilg_jn the morning what report did you receive?!

"To the effect that there was looting and burning."

"Was any information siven to you as to the-extent of the

looting and burning?*
THa,

" fter having received informatiom at £€.30 in the morning with

respect to the seriousness ‘of jthe situation at Wismar, <o you

think that it you had regquested assistance from the Military
the situation might not have reached the preportion whieh it

did reach?"

“At 3:9%lock that afternron when you received your informtion

from Mr, Iszacs did he tell you that the disturbances =were = =

then at their peak?"

Yo, o 31!uﬂtlono”

He jsave me a picture of a

"What did he tell you of the gravity of the situation?®
"He s2id that we required more men on the job."

But did he tell you that the city was on fire?"

"No, he said that houses were being burnt.!

"How many men did you recuest to

2s3ist the police?!

"That would be a matter for the Garrison Commander, [

merely asked for aid, but he would decide on the numbar to be
sents"

"Now the platocn went up on the night of the 25th??

"I think the second went up on the morninz of the 26th."

"Lt your request?!

That is why you decided te send Mr. Issncs,
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"This was a matter for the Garrison Commander, he was entlrcly

in charge,"

"But he must have had a request from somebody?"

"I doy not knows It never came to my knowledge why and =tho

requested the men."

"T think Major Coodbody shouldhbe able to clear that up.'
O_pvaasn— e b=

"What system of ctmnect¥ion had you at Wismar?!

"Telephone and VY .H.Fe wircless."

"S~ you were in direct contact with the Force Control?"

IlYeS R 1

"These conversations with Mr, Hobbs, were they by telephone

or by tHe use of V,H.F, wireless?"

"I can't zmive a direct answer to that, it misht have been by
bothe"

"@hich would be more effective?!

"lelspirone "

“How did Mr. Isaacs get in_ touch with you?"

By telephonee"

"Now on the 2Lith how many reports of houses burning were mads
to you? Were any repcerts made to you?"

1T have no récerd of houses heing burnt at any part of Wismar,"
Mthen Mr. I;aacs spoke to you by telephone on the afternoon

of the 2hth, you s2id you got in teuch with the Gerrison

"Tt was on the 25th."

"T am sorry.” Was it to request the assistance of the forceg?!
IlYeS 3 "

"Did you communicate this to the Minister of Home fffairs?!

"Yes, immediately afterwards."

Now you saild that you wrote to the Minister of Home Affairs
telling her of the position of the situation at Wismar, Did
she inform you that she was awarc ofthe seriousness of the
situation?”

BT cannot recall, I was submittinz a m~srning report."

"Were any of your men who were on patrol yrovided with

VeHoeFe equipment?”
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"There w2s no'wireless at all at Wismar."
"Now are your forces equipped with Walkie-tnllcieg?!
"I think we have two or three.”
”Wﬂere were they at the time of the disturbances?!
"They were on the West and East Coasts of Nemerara.: I beg
your pardon, I am nct sure of the number, but wc have not
ot many."
"So there mizht be more than three?!
N¥es 4!
"Thank you."
"Commissioner Owen, you did have (s Counsel for the. Security
forces has so admirably expressed it) as it were.a "Crystal
Ball" on the 23rd and you were able to predict in your =minutc
to the Home Affairs Minister fairlv accurately just what
would h3ve haprened at Wismar area.. ¥You said, "We both
know how serious it would be for the small Indian minorityr
at Wismar if the Africans started to retaliate there," Want

5 (RS
was the basis of your prediction? What was the ob%gggugasis
for this prediction? Was it the Security reports that you
received from Wismar that enabled you tc make this predictiont!
"My prediction was based on the happenings of the previous
yeare'
Did 'you receive any Security reports on the 2lst, 22nd or
23rd about threats made against the tiny East Indian minority
at Wismar?t
"No, but I knew that tension was buildinz up and there mizht be
danger."
"So there was no Security report that the incident at Buxton
was being used at Wismar either at private or at public
meatinrs or with small groups of people on the road as incitement
to reprisal?"
"T had no such Security report."

"Was this minute of the 23rd based on any objective evidence

from WilBmar?tt

"It was based on the previous happenings of the previcus year."
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"Now on the morning of the 2Lith at about 8.30 a.m you
decided in conference with Mr. Puttock and a couple of other
people that a Comgpany. of the Volunteers at Wismar shouvld be
embodided? " -
"Yes "
"Are you aware that althougzh this meetlng took place at
8.30 to 9.70, it was not until 11,00 that the Officer
commanding the %.G. Volunteer Feree requested the partial
embodiment of the Volunteers at Mackengie?"
Wik ﬁid‘not know that."
"That is the evidence of Major Langham that it was by that
telephone call at 11 a«m that Colonel DeFreitas« authorised
partiel embodiment, Now, after ycur meeting did *r, Puttock
get in touch with Major Langham?!

"T don't know whether he got in touch with him."

UI am telling you that he did."

0 Dr; Draytons
 Mr. Shepherds "I am sure that that is not the evidence."”

Dr, Drayton: "This was presented as-a . Statement to the Commission, and waat

T am asking is whether Mr.‘Puttock had at any time on the Sunday

afternoon te&bkyou that Mzjor Langham considered that the whole
of the volunteer force and not just twenty~four should be

embodied?"

Witness: "No, I was.with Mr, Puttock most of that day, and he said

Dr, Dreyton: "We come now to the night of the 2Lth. Did you at anytime
receive a telephene call from Police Force Control gbout the
rising tension in the Wismar/Christianburg area and that there
were serious disturbances in that area?"

Witress: "I have nc recollection of any such measage."

Dre Drayton: "Is it within your recollection that at sometime on the 2Lth
around 10 to 11 ofclock Colonel King, Commander of the B.G.
Garrison had receivsd information from Folice Force Control
about the disturbances at Wismar?!

Witnesss "It is possible, but I con't recall it."
Dr. Draytons Mo vou think Commissioner Owen, that if Police Force Control

had on that Sunday received such reports, that they would have

I
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got in touch with you immediately, you belng the Commissioner?
That Is S0,
" thouzh you cannot recollect it, if I tell you that Cclonel
Robert King zave evidence before us, stating that on that
night on the 2hth, he received information from Police Force
Control that there were distufbances at Wismar/Christianburg.
You would say that bﬁa; you probably did et this information?™
"Tt is possible,"
Mo you know that Colonel Rs King considered that the report
he had from Police Force Control on the nisht 2L4th, to he so
serious that he placed one Platoon of the Mevon and Norset
Regiment on ore hour's standby notice as from 5430 d.m on
the 25th May?!
"T don't know this, but it is higzhly probable, I have no reason
to doubt it =t 311 ."

"TIs it normal that Cblonel Ring -and yourself worked in pretty

close collaboration?!

"We always did."
"8o is it not probable that he did tell you that? H had put

one platoon of troops on one hour's standby notice as from

"T don't know if he told me at the time, but he certainly told
- :

me the. followine day," _

et us come now to the 25th, T want to ask vou a question

which had been asked to you in a slichtly different way just

now, 2id you have complete confidence in Superintendent Hobbs

as a Police Officer?!

"T have indeed."

"ind again, did you have complete confidence in Superintendent

Hobbs!' ability to assess the situation on the spot?!

"I have complete confideénce in his ability,"

ITs he less experienced uvhan Inspec@ r Isaacs?!

— .\/0"-'\
"es, Inspector Isaacs has had mese experience than him. Mr,
Isadacs has served throughout the disturbances,"
""Now, when Mr, Hobbs telephoned you, or spoke to you cn the

V,H.F. equipment at Wismar?" > s~ s ¢
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"No, not at Wismar =2t Mackenzie.,”
"inyway he spcke with you about 8,30 on the 25th?™"
"Not with me, with Mr. Puttock.”
"&nd you heard at second hand from Mr. Puttock, that the
awful prediction you had made had cove true, What e2xactly
did he tell you about the situaticon at Wismar?"
BT cannot recollect what he told me,"
Wilell you must have had some kind of a report, What ¢id Mr,
Puttock tell you?!
HI;cannét“reobllect:what bhe tdId me, but the report was <o the
effect that there was burning -~nd lootint at “Tismar.!
Mid he tell you that there was widespread lootinz and arzon?t
T cannot recall precisely but h: did say that it was 2 serious
situation."
"You must have said to yourself,” "Gmod rracious, the prediction
that I had made te the Minister of Home Affairs has come true,"
"Possibly,"
"hind you must -have been terribly srieved that this prediction
had come true,

Why -didn't you act on the basis of the reports

given to you cdirectly by ir. Hobbs, and immediately take

P

advantage of the-delezation of authority with regards to the
calling “dn of British Troops. Why didn't vou immediately think

of doipg this? Did Mr. Hobbs tell._you that he reqQuired more

e

"Mid you think that the cem=t=Shiomof the Voluntecr Force

men on the ground?!

hat is so."

would have been Wadequate?!

"Weg N

"Tt seems to me as thourh an assessment had bsen made by o man
on the spot?"

"Tt is 2 question of priority.”

"How long <id it take you to have the air-craft standing by?"
”Agﬁpt 11 é'clock,”

QSo'the‘ﬁroops could hava beeh%ﬁﬁéﬁe_by midday?

Owen did the Miﬁister of Home Affairs requést vou to ask for

the physical intervention of British troops at Wismar?"
W u



7 e

,

25
Witness: "Tt was an 2xpression on opinion, not a request."
Jr. Drayton: "Tt was a firm expression of opinion by the Home Affairs
Minister. Why didn't you act?"
Witness: "Because we had different oninions."
Nr, Drayton: "So the Minister made a sweestion and veu still sav it was
an exnrezsion of opinion?"
Witness: "We had to be certain before wa actudlih
Dr, Drayton: "Suppose the rzquest from “rs. Jagan in her capacity as
Minister of Home Affairs had been written rather than orzl,
Would you have acted?"
Witness: "Tes!
Dr, Drayton:  "When you sent the Assistant Commissioner Issacs“into the area
to assess the situation, what did you expect M, Isaacs to do?"
Witness: . "I expected him to view the situation on the spot ard report.”
N Drl, D}aytoﬁs MWhen he telephoned you at 3 o'clock do you know if he had
discussed the situation with Mre Hobbst"

Witness: LT do: not enoy:="

NDr. Nraytons *'Mid you receive any remort from Mr, Fobhs or any other ofTicer?"
Witness: "I cannot =érsonally reeall any messaces,"
Dr, Prayton: "If Mr., Bebbs was at Wismar would he have bheen awarc of the

rapid build up.of the situation?"

Witness: "He would have been on the scene,'

Dr. Draytons "Commisgioner Owen cowld: ycu téll the Commission how many years
experience in the Force 1&%.Hohbs has?"

Witnesss "T cannot éay off hand, I beliesve he has about three years

L.

) experience as a,gazetted officer,”

Dre Drayton: "Has he any military experience?"
Witnesss "Not to my knowledge ¥ .
Dro Draytons "ould you say Commissioner Owen, that in the long run when

you decided to ask for the physical intervention #othe British
C. P

Troops that vou made this decision on a second had assessment
of the situation?"
Witnesss "Not at all."

DI Draytoh: "T am not sure whether I have made myself clear but I will try -

S
again. When I said second hand, I meant that the observations

which were passed on to: you hy Mr. Isaacs were not first hand.

I



Langham. and Mr. Hobbs, and ‘on the.bngis’qf.this, he . telephoned
ard asked that the British Troops be sgnt uﬁ.' Would you not
call this second hand information?™ i
"ot at alll | g
ﬁgirDraytgn; “In the morning thé;é was Mr, Hobbs .malcing 3h aséessmént of”
the situation andfbassing this information tO'YOho This was
a first hand assessment of the sitwation, and Mr, Hob%g
continued sending situation revorts to Force Coﬁtfol,throughout
§ the day. But when Mr. Isaacs went up thers h& aid“not'mAke a )
, Pirst hand assessment of the situation, he 2ot his iaformation
from Mr, Hobbs and Major Langham and ‘then passed it dn.éé you?!
Witnesssy "es, but he was on the snot and could “ave m=ade obsefyations
' for himself," -
Dr, Drayton: "He could not find Majpr Langham and Superintendent,Hobbs'gﬁ
Mackenzie, but he found them in Wismer. got them in the Police
Station and talked ‘with them but he did not see anything for
himself except perhaps some smoke in the air. He only s:w the
situation.in the Police Station?"
Witness; MHe had seen a number of refugees.”

- Nre. Nrayton: "But couldn't this informaticn hove neen ~iven to veu hy Mre

Hobbs? I amstryine to-get at the bottom of why veu thought

)

. S ' it necessary to send up Assistant Commissioner Isaacs at.

-

-~

i : Wismar to make an cn the spot investiration when vou had™
M e ' o T !
an experienced Police'Ofificer on the spot and in-the thilok
Ao s 2 i =
[

commmication with Force Control,

Witnessse

3

2N b g e e
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But all he could have seon was what was arourd the Police .

]

Station and the bulk of his assessment wcould have been made

on the bas ié/b he had heard from Major Langham and Superintendent
HoBbs?”

"What he gave me was a first hand aporaisal and one of the

means of getiting the information was by talking to police on

<

the spot."
e~ . WNou ads
UTou mentioned that at the Security Council meeting of the

25th Colonel DeFreitas was there, but he told us in his svidence
that he did not attend a meeting before the 28th or 29th of
Maye Now are vou definite that he was there?"

"T may be wrong but I ltnow that he came to 2 mgebting sbout the
Wismar disturbances.”

"Now with respect to the violsnce and determination of the
looters” would you have received nnv reports from your sub-
ordinate officers at iackenzic?!

"I was not on the scene but I received reports of the cdamare,"

n roblem is that ws have evidence of a cross section of bho
"One probl that ws have evide secti both

th

D

Voluntesr Force and the Police Force who were on the snot

and we *thing that the welzht of the evidonce is that none of

them mctually saw the. looters. So it would be assessmént by

them rather than obscrvation?!

"My i_nformation is that @ne looter was shot dead by the Police,

but on no occasion did they have to break up a crowd."

10n this matter of requests by the Administration or by the
s

of&x&f&fﬂs of the Ponlice Force for assistance of the British

Troops what channel would the Council of Ministers take in

makine suveh a request?’

"Normally they would ask the Governor.,"

4 .

"Who would be the officer or member of the Council of Ministers

responsible for taking this action?!

* "Normzlly the Minister of Home Affairs,”

"Prior to May the 25th a memorandum came from the Ministar of
Home fffairs requestins you to take the initiative in rejvest-
ing :the British Force asgsistance. Have you any recollicction

of this?!
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Witness:

Mre McDonalds

Witness:

o N
Mr, McDonald:

Mr, McDoneldg

Witnesss

)

Chairman

WAt dnytime the Minister of Mome Affairs scvld

y{

e
(=

resiznetion o avthority."

have superseded

. \
Cthis?| | '

"Yes cu
A “
]

L

\Have you any knowledge 2t all of any weQuert Senb by the

Minister of Home Affairs on the autheriiy of the Souwreil of

@You are T gupnose made awa¥z of all ssaupily Moliers in the
country of Britlsh Guiana, A&t sny tim: at@E»Nae 2l wae 3%
besn Incitine the people at Wismar?!

Wes T had kno ledse.'

I

"'Ihis would ‘have its soumrce in the "digmar Pal. ¢ Dintion ~ 4.
Nivisioml Police Station."

detention was made on the basis of suveh rapeehs U

been talgens™

all your movements on the 25th ¥ay, hut it iz »n imperian®
day having regard to what occured. Yere wvou in the Farce

Control room that day?"

the meeting at the Ministry of Home Affairs in the afternoon.

T

Mlere you ak the Force Control room 2t any time?V

"No, I did not think it was necessary,"
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Witness:
Chairmans
Witness:

Chairmansg

Witness:s

Witness:

Chairmans

Witnsss:

Chairmans

a9

there was disturbances cn the West Coast and East Coast and »
little in Georgetown on Friday. With respect to these reports
;ﬁ the morning of the &5th serious trouble at' Wismar, were you
in constant contact wits the Force Control or did they have to
contact you?"

"They contacted me and T was available all the time,"

That time in the mornins were wou available?!

"A1Y morning."

"You see there is evidence that the Minister of Home /[ffairs
tried to contact vou ~t about 11,30, but she could not. She
spoke to Mr., Puttock and I wonder if you recedved that mesrage?!
"T have no record of such message, but Iwas.around Keadquaters
2ll morning "

"You had expressed an opinion in 4 letter datzd 23rd May, *o
the Home Minister, in which yon predicted that there might have
been trouble at Wismar and it would have been very bad Ffor the

minority‘population therec. Taking into consideration that
prediction plus the'situation reports of Mr. Hobbs at 8.30 nnd
throurzhout the morning of the 25th, and the cpinion expraszed
by the Minister of Home Affairs, you still thought it best te
await the report of Mr. Isaacs?"

"Yes, thisﬁihe accepted procedure of the Army and Police and

- . “ .

1t was necessary to take into account all the factors, e
were warned about the trouble at Wismar already, but we had
already tzker into accout the trouble there.”

"Now taking all the factors into consideration, plus the
report and probably other reports still the Force was not
strengthened?"

UThey were strengthened by the Volunteers,"
"You still think that your action was right in not sending
British Troops right swsy?"
"Yes U
"Before the Army was sent tc West Coast was anyone sent o

the arsa?"

D)



o I e a\}efége of every two days."
Chairmans "With respect to transporation was any request made to the
Governor that the mptter was seriocus at Wismar and you
required the immediate use of a plane?

"Demba Bauxite Company pnrovided 2 plane for Mr. Isgacs."

Chairmans "What time was the plane made available?®
Witness: "T cannot remember, I think that at 11 o'cleck the.Dakota was

available and at about 1 olclock Mr. Isa-cs left Ozle,!

Chairman; 1So the Dakota was made availeble at 11 o'clocks Wes it nsed

by Mr, Isaacs?"

Witness: "No, it was wsed by the British Troops later in #tha dav.!
Chairman: "In the course of your evidence vou s2id

© 0900090 ¢c 00 @000V GO
Considering the numbers induleine in activities at that time
did you zet & report as to how many peeple were induli;ing

din all activities?™

Witness: "Not in actual numbers, but the proportion was high,”
Chairman: "In what activity?"

Witnesss "In breaking of shops nd éetting fire to housess"
Chairmans IThis réport that you oot from the Police 2t Wismar, ¢icd it

contain any infoeormation that pecople were seen brenking into

shops?™®
"Yesgl 3

Chairman: "Thank yous"

Mrg Shepherds WIt is the accepted procedure uswally to await the report of

N a segior officer sent earlier o appraise a situation?"
Witness: |
"You knew that he could ~et in touch with véu by telephone?
‘Witress: "Yes, we had a preferential telephone line on that day."

'1;'Mrbehepherd: AL ll-okclock a 3akoﬁa'was available?"
' Witness: "Yes, maybe bafore ll:o'clock;“

Mr, Shepherd: "At, 2 pgm there w-s a meetinz ~+ith the Garrison Commarder and
the meeting lasted. until approximately ten minutes to 3..0%clock
and by 3 o'clock, ten minutes zfter the adjournment, the
appraisal came throurh' from Mr, Isascs?’ By L.30 the rlatoon

at Atkinson wes tolc. to move, They had already been in



EJI
readiness soms twoelve hours boefore? ""So that the time oy
between your recéiving the appraisal from Mr. Isascs amd the

ordér to the British Troops to move was under two hours

Witnesss 1Yes, !
Mr. Shepherd: "Now lookin? back would you say withoult ruining 211 the usuaal

procedural steps that the time lag could have been reduced?!
"T do not think so, but I am not qualified to speak, I think

tha t the time lag was rrasonable,”

Mr, Shepherds "So there was no break down in the communication system?"
Witness: "No..8ty 11 services were alright,!

©

Mr, Shepherd: "Transport services were glright?"

Witness: "Yes, the delay in the Dakota wa2s in fact a semi arrangement
to enable the troops to go to Mackenzie, otherwise they would
have had to go by river or road.,: It was, an arrangement with
the B.Ge. Alrways

Mr, Shepherd: "Now it seems from the evidencesthat the date of tie pro-
ciamation of a State of Emergenty by His Excellency the
Governor was on Friday and ‘there were troops beinz flown out
from the U.Ks on the Segturday troops which in fact took piart in
Quelling the disturbances?"

Wiﬁness:

¥r, Shepherd: "I think it is fair for me to put it to you that probably if

-

the Proclamation of a Stgte of ¥mergency had come a month 1,
%
earlier the whole situation might have been somewhat different
so fa as the deployvemnt of policemen and troouvs were cercerned?!
Witresss . We wouvld have had more troops available.!
Mr, Shepherd: "I think your difficulty was the lack of availability of police
ard troops."
"Witness: "Lack of availability of man-powar,"

Mr, Shepherd: T the Council of Ministers had advised his Excellency the

Governor carlier, the sitvation might have been different?"

bxﬁé%*{' €34+0~_;(?

Witness: ) "Tt might not have needed the 2nd Battalion
y PR e A vQ~4J——~ Qs
crowds.”

Mr. Shepherd:  "What was the name of that Batialion?!
Witnesss:’ "The Battalion of the Cusen's Own Buffis, Mevonshire and Dorset.”

. Mr, Shepherd: "When did they arrive?!"



Mr, Shepherd:

Witness:

Mr, Shepherds

Witness:

Mr, Shepharad

Witness:

Mr, Shepherds

Witness
Mr, Shepherd:

Witness:

Or, Draytons

Witness:

Drg Draytoni®
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Dry Drayton:

Witness:

Dr, Drayton:

"Is it true that the Council of HMinisters were being urged

rior to the 2lst May tc give the necessary adviee to is
&

Excellency the Governor?!

"T myself urged the HMinister

of Home Affairs to 2cvize Ilis

Excellency !

"Constitutionally was it not peszible for His Excellency to
declare a State of Emergency?"

"Yes, but he had to bes advised,'

Mhen did you first the Minister that the Council

should advise the Gowernor to declare a State of Tmersency?”

"Just before the Tismar disturbances.,!

"So the Minister or Council ~f Ministers had heen advised

before May2"

"T had done so verbally."

"When <did you first advise the Minister in convarsation?”

"Probably the besinning of May, when things were getting

serious on the West Coast."

"Who would be in charse of transport arrangements for British

Troops curing the State of Emergency?!

"That would hea matier the Garrison Comiander.!

"So that when the Garrison Crmmander puts a platoon on an

hour's standby notice he would have to himself moke all

nﬂoessarv transport arrangements for them to move?"

"He would have too"

know 1f he had made any arrangements ifor theilr transport
to Wismar?"
"I do not know, but two

obviows ways to Wismar are by road

on the Mackenzie trail and by boat alons the Demerara River.!
Would he not have had to make more expﬂlelous transport
arrangements?!

I do net know, what I do krow is that every Platoon has to
malke its own transport arra.ivements."

"So that we could assume Commissioner Owen that Colonel King



Dr, Draytons

Witness:

Dr. Drayton:

Witneses

Dr. Draytors

Witnesss

Dr. Drayton:

Witness:

them to Mackenzie?!

"So that on the morning of the 25th at about 8,20 to 9 6'clock
when Superinterdent Hobbs spoke to you ahout the situation, if
you had decided then that vou wanted British Troops thev cowld
have made their way to Tismar, In short I am surzesting that e
the question of the Dakota not being readv is not really
relevant., The troops had been standing by since 5;30 A @l

I feel that transport must have been available to convey the
troops if the gravity of the situation had be~n noted?"

"Yes, I imarine so."

So thst in the lons run the delay in sending Brizish Troups was

simply because you did not consider the onthe spot investigation

made by.Mr. Hobbs to be adequate. . ¥You had no confidence in Mr,

Hoobs?"

"I had every confidence in Hehbs but he is a junior officer

and I wanted the assessment of a senior officer,!

"o you ngre=a that the delay was because yvou did anot have
confidence in Mr. Hobhs'assessment of the situation?!

"He was not in my judzement sufficiently exverienced and T did
not aceept Rquassessment. I wanted a senior man to lock over
thelsituation and report. I accepted that there was burning -1

#nd looting, but I wished to know the extent of it that is

"Lt 8430 Superintendent Hobbs warned you through Mr. Puittock

oot the potentialities of the situation. Now, when he sent

you the report (second hand) the potentialities of the situabion
nad already developed. So that one wo»ld be forced to ask the
question why you did not trke into account the potentinl ex
plosiveness of the situation at 8,30 on the morning of the
25tha "

"That was taken into account and the rest of the Voluntezr

[N
<
5v)
s
[~
O
o)

Force was embodied forthwith to d-al with the s

4



Counsels
Witnesss:
Counsel:
Witness:

Counsel:

Witnes

“
n

Chairmans:

Witnesss

Counsels

Witness:

Counsel:

Witnessg

Counsels

Witness:

Mr, Sherherd:
Witness:

Counsels

Witnessy¢

3h

Lionel Putbtock oging sworn in and states as follwos:i-

"our full name is."

"hat are ycu."

Ussistant Commissioner.vx PkTQ;‘CL

"Can you recall any discussion with the Commission of Police

on Sunday 2lith of May at about 8430 a.m of the Wismar,

Mackenzie Christianburg situation, What was the nature of that

discussion?"

"T discussed with Assistant Superintendent V{. Hobbs to the

partial embodiment of the volunterr force at Mackenzie to
assist the police in patrclling the Wismar area.”

"You were on duty at Force Control in Georgetown?"

"T was not at Force Control had I zone to speak to the

Commissioner,"

"ind so this instruction passed .on to Mr. Hobbs?"

"Yes, at about 9.30 a.m ofi'Sunday the 2Lith I again spoke to

Mr, Hobbs on the telephene and I told him that permission had

been given for the embodiment of twenty-four members of Hne

Volunteer Force at Mackenzie,!

"And approximately at about 8.30 a.m on Monday, 25th of May,
Did you-have occasion to speak to Mr. Hobbs again?!

"He $poke to me on the telephone, and told me that the
situation had deteriorated and asked my permission to embody
the remainder of the the company of the Volunteer Foérce at
Mackenzie-"

"Did you confirm this with Major Langham?!

"T confirmed with Mr, Hobbs shortly afterwards that permission
had been given for total embodiment.”

BAt what time was that?!

Between 8430 and 9,30,"

"You told Mr. Hobbs that policemen should accompany members of
the force wherever possible?!

"On Sunday; the 2lth of May, I told him as this had been the

system we had been using on the West Coast of Nemerara."
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Counsel:
the 25th of Maw?"

Witness: ”T'qave instructions for the whrle of the company to be
embodied at Mackenzie.,"

Counsel: "4t 9430 a.m on Monday morning the 25th of May did you see
My, Isancs?!

Witness: "Yes, in my office." The Commissioner of Police whs also
present and it was decided to send Mr, Isaacs to assess tha
situation at Wiamar,"

Counsel: Uft about 1 pem on the 25th of May vou saw Mr. Bhoodeo of the
Guyana Airways Corvoration?"

ditness: "T didn't se: him, He telephoned to say that a Dakota was
standing by at Atkinson Field to fly the troop reinforcements.”

Mr., Shepherd: "After-you spoke to Mr. Hobbs to inform him that the whole

of the zommany should be embodied at Mackenzie, i you zpeak

with Major Lanzham?"

Witness: "o !
QL4

Cowns=1: 1
for the Dakota te standby?"
Witnesss "I personaldysdidn't makes it.”
Nessiqenll
Lounszl: "I thouzht that you'mentioned at 1 n,m?"
Witnesss: UThat was the time when Mr. Boodhoo telephoned to ook bhat

Likdrways telephoned me ajain bo 2nquire the time at whicn

the aircraft would be reauired. I cannot recollect wh-t bime,

P’b\(%ﬁgl‘ but it was around 2.30 p.m."
3 '

Counsel: UDid you speak with Major Langham on Sunday, the 24th?¢
Witness: "T have no recollection if I smoke to him on the 2hth,"

Mre P.WV.8ingh: "Hs spnoke to you on Sunday, the 2Lth of May, I have a
record of that, and he advised vou that twenty-four men were
inadequate to deal with the situation, He advised apainst
partial embodiment ~ he was of the opinion that the whkolz
company, off'icers and men shcould be embodied?"

Witnesss "Major Langham never told me that."

Dr, Drayton: "Mr, Puttock, you €id not smeak to Mr. Major Langham on



D¥, Drayton:
Witness:
Dr o Drayton:

Witness:

Dry Draytons

Witness:

Dy, Drayton:

Witnessse

Dr, Drayton:

Witress:

T, Draytong

Witness:

Dre Draytons

Witness:s

Dry Draytons «

Witness:

Drg Draytons:

36

Sundeyy btk 1 v
"Iﬁcaﬁndt"remémbér.&>¥LLQJA~‘-\
Did you recellect Mr., Hohbs saying anything to you nsbout the
inadeqnacy of twenty-four men'of the Volunteer force on the

2lhth May?" — D

IINO. 1

"Mr, - Puttock, were you at Force Control on Sunday nirht, 2lith

"Did you recéive any information while you were thers ahout
disturbances at Wismar/Christianburg?®

URG

e
e
)

I0n Sunday, did you have any discussion with Colonsl ¥

B
éommander of the B.Ge Garrison?"

"T canrot remember,!

¥Did yecu know Colonel Xing had xeceived information from Palice

Foree Control on the Sunday mizht about 10.30 concerning the

situation at Wismar =aad that he considered the news to he s0

sericus, that he<:placed one platwon of troops on standby from
5430 aam on the/25th of *ay? Did vou know anything about this

at all?"

' Ne, nothing at all.!

"When Nh, Hobbi told you on the telenhone oh-thalt morning oi the
25th of May at ahout 8,30 thnat serious Jisturbances had erunted
at Wismar were you swprised?"

[
"Mid you know that on the 23rd of May your Commissioner had
warned the Ministor of Home Lffairs about the possibility of an
attack on the tiny Indian minority at Wismar?"
WT saw a copy of that minute.”

"Now, on that morning it was Mr, Hobbs to whom you save

f permission to embody the rest of *the Volunteerr force?

"Yes, on the Monday."
"as Mr, ‘Hobbs quite s&gtisfied with this total embodiment e

deal wi tH.the situation that had developed that morning?"
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gﬁr, Draytont UD4d he suggest then that British Troops mirht bhe psoessary?!

"No Sire"

f"br. Draytons Mo you g%ow that although it was shortly after 8.30 on the
25th that you confirmed with Mr. Hobbs the total embodiment
of the Voluntecer force, it was not until 11 a.m that Major
Langham received a telephone call from Coloncl NeFreitas
authorising complete embod iment? "

Witnesss "T am unaware of this, but I assumed that Mr. Hobbs had spoken
to him before that day at 8.,30."

Dr. DraytoN; "What exactly did Mr. Hobbs say to you on the telephone at 8.30
that morning? How did he describe the situation?"

Witness: "As far as I can remember the sitwation, he said that it was
deteriorating and there were fires, and it appeared as if the
fires were spreading and there was some lootinz."

Dr, Drayton: "Did he-tell you that it looked as if- the East Indian minority

wss in serious danger?"

Witness: "No S8ir, he didn't mention this tc me."
Dr., Drayton: "He :d1dn't mention that-there were reports of beatings?!
Witress: "He may have told me about the beatings. I cannot remember tha

exact gist of the conversation.I had with hima"

Dr. Draytons "We come to the question of Mr. Isa-cs. Now, he was present **
the t morning of the 25th when vourself and the Commissioner
had a discussion; and it w2s decided that Mr. Isaacs should
g0/ up to}Jismar/Christianburg to assess the situation on the

=

spot. Was this because, as far as you can remember you wers

. -t

not completely satisfisd with the assessment made on the spot
by Superintendent Hobbs?"
Witness: "It was « natural thing to get a senior officer up there, so
that we cowld i-at a better assessment,"
Dr, Drayton: "You were not vatisfisd in other words that the Mr. Hobbs
was sufficiently senior for you to place complete confidence
in his asses iment?"
Witness: "Not necessarily, I think it was a gjood thing to have a seanior
officer 2t Mackengie,"
Dre Drayton: "So thay it is a question of a possible lack of experisnce on

the part of Mr, Hobbs and more experience on the part of Mr, Issacs?!
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Dr, Draytons "This;was‘9.30 in the gorning. Lt what time “id you make a
request to ﬁenba to place their other aireraft at the disposal
of the Police?%

Witness: "T do not know Sir."

Dr, Draytohs’ "You had a job to do at 9430 any you had decided to send Mr,

| Isazcs to makée on the svot examinations. Who would be re-
sponsible for getting in touch with B.G., Alrways or Demba
asking for an aircraft?"

Witnessg "It would be one of the many officersy; T dc not ¥now actially
who authorizes the aircraft., I do not know who is responsible
i GhtUr

Drg Drayton: "ou were present with the Commissioner and Mr. Isa-cs when
the decision was made so you must have made some arrangements
“What was the arrangement?V

Witnesss "Well .the arrangement was to send Mr, Isaies by aircraft, the
first available one."

Dr, Draytons "ho is fﬁe officer who was told to make this arrangement with
the Airways?"

W?tness; "T cannot remember who was actually told, it may have been the
Commissioner himself, "

Dr, Draytons "With'regard to the Dakota gircraft, do you happen to know what
time BoGo LAirways was contacted and asked to make an aircraft

-

available?!
Sy i B
Witness: "T don not know Sir."
Dr. Drayton: ¥But you do know that at 1 p.m you were informed that Mr.

Boodhoo of B.Gae Airweys had said to somebody in your forces ithw

the aireraft was now ready for the transvort of British Troops?!

Witness: "Yes, at 1 pem,"

Dr. Draytons: YAnd then he telephoned you asain at what time?"

Witness: "About 2 or 2.30,%

D¥fy Draytong Did you know of any arrangenents made in the morning of the

25th for transport of British Troops?"
Witness: - "No Sir, I had no knowledge oi ite"
Dr, Draytons "Did you know when you met with Commlssioner of Policz, Mr.

Owen and Mr., Issacs at 9630 r.m on the 25th that four hours
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previously Coleonel Xins hnd requested the platoon oif the Dovon
and Dorset regiment to be on one hour's standby for pos:zisie
transport to Mackenzie?"

wWitnesss "No Sire"

Dr, Draytons

Mr, Shapherds UYou are Assistant Commissioner (Administration). You are uot
in qharge of training?"

Witnes=s ¥sa. Not in normal circumstances, but in the last year T had
to do all sorts of things,"

Mr, Shepherd: "You were nov in Force Control at 10,30?"

Witnsss: " Nere'!
"Do you do any other work besides beinz in the Control roop?!

- . . 8
Hitness: "T work in an office."

Tionel Oscar. Hpbbs duly Sworn and states as: follows:

Counsel: "You are Assistanlt Superintendent oft Palice, and wherec are you
stabionéd at the moment?!

Witnesss

Couns &l ITn May this year werc you in ‘eharge of Mackenzie Police Station?!

. . N . 3G T it .

Witnesss "I was in charge of the=Maskerzie District, which includes Wismar
and

Counsel: "On 22nd May, oouvld-you recall any incident at Wismar?"

Witness: "Yes, betwesn .45 and 10,00 p,m on 22nd“Mdy, a house of cne

James Charrim was completely destroyed by fire. About 11.30

that 'same nizhw, there wa2s an explosion outside the house of

one Abraiam Khan at 131 Silver Town, Wismar, Three persons
% - iy

were injured,  beaham Khan, Janet and Farida ¥han. Damazge

was done to the floor, windows and furniture in the house. On
23rd at 12,05 a.m there was an explosion at one Walter Narine
at 24,8 Silver Town, Wismar, no one was injured, panc of th2
#zlass was broken from the windows.

Lbout 2430 the house of one Kennard Seonarine of * ..z
Chol?fijdely Mley, Wismar was destroyed by fire. Betwean
3.0dﬂé.m/the unoccupied apuse of one Edoo in the Valley cf
Tears, Wismar was completely destroyed by fire by an un-
known origine™

Counsel: hat did you do to assess the situation at Wismar/Christisn-

burg Mackenzie?
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Wilaor e )ﬁﬁlvealised HhoTe weo 2n 1noroase of inoidonta botvwean 221
ands 23rd." On the nicht brtween thé 22nd and:23rd ‘here wns 2
" bl C Lanmn
firo i of the hotel and restaurant of Suedsse of Tront Road,
Wismar. Extensive damaze was done to the building. This

incident between the 22nd and 23rd the normal police patrels

o Rt el Sk S tho Veet s G cA Tank BlRes At

-

I made a survey of the area and returned to Wismar station.

- .

Around 12,30 and 1 otclock on'Saturday 23rd I decided that the

}\V4MNJpatrdls I had operating were not sufficiently effective; and ¢
contacted the Assistant Commissioner (Administration) Mr. Puttock
by telephone, I told him of the incidents which had tzaken place
betwe~n the 22nd and 23rd of May and recquested that the Volunteer
Force at Mackenzie be embodied for duty with the Nistrict Police.
Mr, Puttock gaid that my request would be considered,”

Counsels "What about the 2Lith of May, weré.there any incidents?V

<!

fitness: "On the morninz of the 2Lth ¢f May, Mr. Puttock spoks to me on
the telephone and inf'ormed me approval had been glven for the
embodiment of twenty-~Ffour membars of the Volunteer Force at
Mackenzie to bd available for duty with the police at Wismar as
from that night. He said that I should communicste this
information to Major Largham, Officer in charge of the Valunteors
atvMagkenzie and that the crder would be confirmed by Colonel
DeFreltas subsequently. 45 2 result T sooke to Major Lanwham

on the telephone, informed him of what Mr. Puttock had sail,

He agreed to make availnble twenty-four members of the Volunteer
Force for duty with the volice as from 7 pe.m that nizht,

Some unknownspersons had set fire to two buildin~s in the
district, one on top of the hill =and the other at One Mile,
Wismar, The house at One Mile, Wismar was completely destroyed
but the police patrol succeedad in putting out the fire when it
was set in the secornd house in ths same y~rd."

"when did the members of the Volunteer Force actually arriveg?"
Witness: POn the night of the 2lLth."

Counsel}: & Nid you give them any pzrticular instructions?" - . v



Witness:

Counsel:

Witnsss:
Counsel:;
Witness:

Counsels

=
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ditness:

Counsel:

Witnesse

Counsel:

Witness;

e

hI won't say rapidly, There was an increase,"

"Now, what »dQuest’'did you make!for persanahto -asbist yourtoigha?

exhance your forces following these incidents?"

"I had an increase of patrols as I menticned hafore.!

"That is for whom?" -

"For the volunteecrs.!

"Following the volunte=rs, was there any cther wmeugure taken to

stem this tide?"

"Up to the morning of the 25th, I used tha twenty-four

volunteers and normal police patrols. s a result of the Jurther

happenings on the nipght of the 2hth, I had cause to Ro back to

Wismar at about 5,45 aem and made 2 survey befare returning to
ﬁhe station, I contacted Major Lmczham some minutes before
BDOO anq.discussed the further haprenings of that night and T

advised him that I was ¢oinz te reqQuaest the enbo’iment of the

remainder of the Volunteer Toxce."

"Were they .embodisd?"

"At that stage T advised Maior Langham to have his men zlerted

—

and then contacted\lfr. Puttock by telephone. T t&leé him 25zt

-

the events of)the night and thnt I considered it noeeSsary %o
. n \ ! - . < /// o : ¥ /
have the remainder of tng/Vqunteers avg;lnble for patrol laty
- ~

2%
om the Mondzy nishflthat is the 25tH, He advised ngxfﬁ tell M

Myq Langham £hat he shuweupdidrt the remazinder “ncluding olficers

d _— 2
5 of Volunteer Forces
-2 ,//

—Wepe they embodied?!

At that stage I advised Major Lanzham to have his men alerted
and then contacted Mr, Puttock by telephone. I told him atcut
the events of the nizht and that I considered it necessary to
have the remaimder of the Volunteers available for patrol duty
on the Monday night, that is the 25th. He advised me to tell

Mr, Langham that he should alert the remainder including oifficers
of the Volunterr Force and that hs would taks up the matter

with the Commissinner of Police and Colonel DeFreitas,"

'mid you see Superintendent Isaacs?"

"That is very much later in the daye. £Lbout 8.0 a.m cn the
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25th, while I was at Mackenzic I rcecived a repert by
telephons from Wismar nolice station informing me that thuoeo
was a serious outbreak of violence at Wismar and that Arricnns
were beating the Indians. I then wen® down.to the staticn at
Mackenzie and contacted Mr., Puttock again inferminz him »F +the
severity of the situation ﬁnﬁ that Iswas leaving for the scene
with other nolicemen from Mackenzie. He said that he would
make arrangements to have five policemen -sho had bean removed
from my district fro emerrency duty on the West NDemerara with-
drawn from West Demerara if he could get Demba to met - planz
to bring them uwp.. Immediately after my conversation with Mr.

Puttockithat I 7ot in touch with Nemba'ls mananerwho agrsed to

have the other aircraft standing by at Orle airstrip., I than
returned to Wismar."

Counsel: "3id these men arrive?!

Witness: "On arrival at Wismar I saw 2 crowd alcng the road opposite

. .

the store of one Bissoon. I joined the police vechidle with ¢
the volice and went towards the crowd. But this crow? digpersed
as I arrived, I spoke %o the owner of the store, after which
T left and went towards.the Valley of Tears where I saw a huge
cloud of smoke, - On arrival at *he Valley of Tears I saw two
houses .immediately in front cf me on fire. The volice pztrol
which was operating under my comnand had difficultdes in gatting
water to put out the fire,"
Counsels=>=~7" MThat day there were fires and beatinzs?"
"Yes. I wad dealing with the second fire when I he~rd a report
that an Indian man was beaten and was lying in the yarde I went
over and saw the body of a man by the name of Pml Merkf%ins wh
which I took to the Mackenzie mortuary. I contined operabting
further into the Valley of Tears where there were more fires.
As we went along, an Indian woman cams us to wme and teold rme
that a number of negro men had rushed to her house, chased her
out, and her four children could not be fourds Shortly alter
the house went up in flames. I calle”d on the police to search
for the children., They were found in a neishbour's house.” On

the road side of the Valley of Tears, w2 ~ent further down and



Ll
there we saw the house of one Hadrom Mohamed on Cire. The
police went into operation and p&t it ocute”
Counsels T suppose that was the tremd of events during the wholoc of

that day - the police helping to put out fires and assisting

in escorting people to the sitation? Around 2.L0 p.m on 25th

A did yvou sec Mr, Issacs =nd Mr., Lashley?"
Witnesss NT-diid SHried! o
Counsels "Mo vou know why they had come to Mackenzie?"
Witnesss "Mr, Isaacs said he was stut bv the Commissioner, I donft know

why, He asked me for a breakdown of the situaticn.”

Counselg "What was your break down?"

Witnesss "I told him what had happened. He asked me for Major Lansham
who was 2t that time doing rescue operations ‘in the HMackenzie
arcag Mr, Issacs told me he would like (te sée myself and
Major Langham at the Mackenzie police station at 2.o'clock.”

Counsels Bphoshrend of the day of the "26th, Miy this year could you

zive wus the report of persons #hc were admitt:d to the hoseital??

Witness: *"The number of persons admipted weie thirty. Thirty-one were
trdated and sent homes ! Two- male Basti¥ndians were killod., A
number of persong wére shot by the police, two negroese Four
tear shells fired by the police, two grenades, 13 revolver shots
and five rifle shots, Then there were a number of policemen,
twe officers, three subcrdinate officers and seventes
constablés. Number of Voluntesrs ¢n duty at Wismar, threc

o O TN £iftpstour ranks,"

Counsels "When did the British Troops arrive?™

Witness; "About 6 ofclock on the 25th,”

Counsel; "On the arrival on the British Troops did any other inci” nts
occup?!

Witnesse IThe largest building in the area was burnt, that of Lalta Paul."

Counsels "On-the 25th ¢id yeou order four pclicemen &n dépfine themselves
to indoor duty?* What are their names?!

Witnesss "Lall, Mangra, Persaud and Msngroo. I told them to stay inside

because T overheard a conversation by a woman saying, 'Thay got
the bitch Lall along with them, is he we want.' As a result

of that I kept them in for safety.”
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and TJ.X Troops patrolled the area?!

Witnesszs "Wes Sir," y

oo s - 4' - &

Mr. Shepherds Did you report the doings to your supsrior officer?"
Witness: "Yes I Aid." -~ -

o o ol
Mr, Shepherd: "On the @th July we had some rﬁports abnut vie®ims and
think you may find this %9/6;qparation cn the attack Lo hove

A
<

i

this full information, cannot say bt at everythin: Hns heen

/

4
dissatisfired ty evidence that is my difficwlty, soms of these
statements arygsvictims from the offieer who have a rvecord of
14
persons admitted in the hospital sin the casualty ward and in
s

. . ~ . ./.I . v » N3 -
the clinic as a result of viglence persons kille® “tring the ¥
0 A 3 // ~ [} v
riot and Tire, that is an/pxtract from vour diary at Wismer
concerning my “uty on Sunday the 2Lith that mersons were rrosted

and charsed for offénce on the 26th-and 27th with the ocaourance

in Wishmar/Chrisgianburg areas? Ibr.ﬁnNyw;hcgbcyou;shbw me Hhe

diary for it/is kept privately by OonStable Battleficld and

1

cthers durinz this peried?’

'ﬁyL¢¢9L<44.’ =,

=" which—iaetdeyrt oeo.j?No})Mr. Haobbs, you have told
the Commissioners. that Velunteors and Pelice under your
command &, Would it be permitted for Police and Volunteor force
tc £ire into m idl. or inguisitive crowd? If they had, would
it have improved the situation?!

witnesss T expect 1t would have worsenzd.itWhatcver again was takoen by
police or Voluntesrs we had to bear in mind at all time the
available stransth of the force!

¥Mr, Shepherds Miere patrols under yeour contrel”permitted to use ltear =as?
You yourself went on patrol 2id you find any occasion whzn
the use of tear zas would have been advisable?"

Witnesss

Wr, Shepherd:  Wyhen the crowd assembled 2nd your men approached them Aid
they disperse?!

Witness: IYas !

Mr, Shepherds "If you had used tear gas don't you think it would have dezn

effective?®



situation.t
"What were your instructions about the dispersal ovf crowds?!
" "™y men were tcld that the {irst thins to do was to warn thom

to disverse and only if they failed to Ao so was tezr s to

be used, "
Mr, Shepherds: "Two tear zas rrenades were used on that Aday?"
Witnesss "T don'tt know." Seom
ot
¥r, Shepherds Do you know one Samuzl Dschan? Is this the zxtract frem his
criminal record?"
YWitness: ¥les, we have a recerd of him behaving in n disorigrly manner

and one for usinz inde¢dent language."
Lstha>
My, -Shepherd: Gamuel Lochan say that on Sunday, the 2lith he approsched wen
and asked for protection. Would you surprised at that?"

L,

1T would not be surprised at Rﬁgj. I'had a request on thaot
same day for assistance b;yé;;istine Ramjattan."

¥Mr o Shepherds "Did anybody else ask you (for protection?"

Witnesss "™Many péople asked me for protsction,”

¥Mr, Shepherd:  "About how manv oedrls on Monday?"

Witness:
to them, and fo0ld them that thev must take it sasy =nd that they
were ‘not enourh police available to offer protection to Huildings
and property. Many of them s2id that thev wanted tc racover their

-

Beds, machines an? other property, but I tcld them that the

= ;_"_5,";- .
situation was one we would have to concentrate trvinz o save
lives, Some wecople were pleased whan we advised them bubt some
were hizhly indisnant. It was simple impossible for us to save
property because we were tryiny to save 1zves.”

Lo -
Mrg Shepherd: "You would not be surprised if Mr. Loekan and Many .others

approached you on Sunday or Monday?!

Mro Shepherd: YIf my notes are corract one Famlochan allsged .that he asked
@ - - - . 2
you for assistance to rescue two of his children without success.

He appealed to three British soldisrs, who teok them to safety

in a jsepi"



¥Mr, Shepherd:

Witnesase

Witnesss

Mr, Shepherd:

Witness:

Mr, Shepherd:

[
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Witness:

My, Shepherd:

Mr, Shepherd:

Witness:

Mr., Shepasrd:

L7

with as soon 28 police or voluntesrs were available "
"This w~s en Tuesday morning?”
}

ex-zenntor and ol

1
e
B

&

"Now, Christine Ramjati~n is of course the
lived at Wismar for somc years?!

U1So I am told."

"On the 20th, which would have been before the declaraticn of
emergency, Wodnesday ~id she draw yvour attention to a cor=
templated attayks on the Indian community?2"

"Ne, I was requested by the Ministry of Home Affairs to instruct
Mrs. Ramjattan in the-use of a revolver,!

"Had vou been instructed by the Ministry 4n.any previous
occasion to ~ive instructions in the use of firearms to ths
Ministers?!"

”NO.”

"Did you zive Mrs., Ramjatton'dnstructions in the use of a
revolver?!

"Yes, as a result of which I h:d frequent comtact with Mrs,
Ramjattane” In theé-course of her last visit Mrs. Ramjattan
discussed,thesituation dInfhhe district.”

gnd who possessed this revolver?!

as vet

"T{ was police property. I Adomot know if Bhe hasg

abtained onel"

"No, T spoke with her. I visited the scene of =an incidant
that day, which was immecdiate behind the senator's house, and
she came out and teld me that she was fearful for the safziy
of her husband as she w2z due to leave the distriet that Jay,
I assured hér that she nced not be fe~rrul, because patrols
would be around her housez. She sugzested that I provide 2 )}
policeman to rive individual pretection to her husband,”
"Did you agree to that?!

dNo, I rojected it, and pointed out to her that it was not
poséible."

"By this time looting and burning was taking place?”
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"o, this was on Suwiay morning, I undcrtook to vive her the
grotection she needed to get from her home to the launch,
Sargeant Chalmers escorted her,"

Mr, Shepherds

"No, 2t that stage her concsrn was for her husbard's safcty,”
¥r, Shepherd: "And what did wvou Ao about har hushand?"
Witness; "I instructed patrols as was customary to pass aronnd the area
and. ensure that all was well. On the Monday morning I mad: my
early morning visit, and was assured that Mr, Ramjattan had
been in the house alricht."
1nd as far as you know both the ex—senator and hor husband
: have been unharmed to this dayd"

Witnesse ULatdr on Monday, after the violence develeoped to some extont

]

I personagly detailed a police persommel to zo and fetch Mr,

~ ‘Ramjattan from his house to tha . station. That was done and he

“remained in my office nntil ke was escorted over to Mackunzie

and put on the boat for Georsetown. took this nersconal
5 intersst because Iknow that Mr. Ramiattan was somowhat sickly.”
Mr, Suepherd;  'Mid you take this nerscna®linterast in any other person in

; Christianburg?"
Witness: ; "No,y"
A\ s
Mr, Shepher”:  "You have heard of Jam “nolford,
. e R [ He 1ivedat Wismar?"

Witness: "He is the district orzaniser

Mre S.iepherd: "On Wednesday, 27th oy ot 9.30 a.m hz telephened vou and askoed

v ' : ‘for protection?
WitnesSs T spoke to many pcople on thc telephone around that time, but
?
Witness: “NHe “asked me if he could be escorded to his house at Wismars

“T7t0ld him that when he was ready I would arrange for him to
e’ escorted, but I have not €2en him since,"

Mr, Shepherd: "Do'you know Hackim Khan of 28, Silver Town? ™hat iz his

" % -7 1 'business?" ¥}

o)

Witness: He keeps a hotel of i1l repute."



‘Witness: Wegsll Ll N \/\J-t,:r A

Mr. Shepherd: '"Do you know Richard sslie Singh?"

viitness: AT know him as Richard Loweo"

Mr, Shepherd: "How lonz had you been Superintzndent at Wismar pricr to Iy,
25th?" 2

ditnesss "Four months."

ditness: "Lons bafore.

fr, Shepherd:  "Moes Richard Low have'a 2riminal:rdcord?! 4

bl 8 Bt 2
Witnosss Yes M e Lo E g

Mr, Shepherd: ”Wo vou knew Kamal Sinzh otherwise known as Sonny Bey?!

;'ﬂu\- -(fy...w 0{'~(—-L Leovr o Crvwn b y2el A,
IIT\IO

Witness: ‘on’f enow him, I only 2% him here at this Comriszion”
¥r, Shephsrds "Wers you present in Harris's Aruzstore when Rcbzrt Jor-en
end others were plamnine an attack on the Wagt Indilans?”

Witnesss "T kncw nothine of that.” That is cobsolutely untruec.”





