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pl6§ Pe e O o· being sworn 1rff, st?-te� • a.s follows:-
••• • \ I f:•�,_ 

COUNSEL: You are the Oommis¢.oner of police? 

WITNESS: • ,
/1 

That is ·.correct. • '

COUNSEL: We are primarily COllC�rned with th.:3 disturbances :whicn .took

pl�e this year in the Wi�e•.r/Mackenzi;· and, phristianburg area, First I

would .J.ike you to tell us .Comniissioner what was the str�n:-lth of the policr:·. � 

I•• • ,r1°;." 

WITNESS;• Tl:e ·entire divisional establishment is 31 but a'j; Wismar it is 13. 

·COUNSEL: Can YOl.f sa:y how :that .. number was made up in tenns of rank?

WITNEss·: At Wi�ar, ·one ·eorporaj./ �ne sergeant, and ·11 constables.

COUNSEL,: D.:i.d you c·a:rry out a review of the number of policemen :i.n that aroa

some.t:yne this yea:r:-?
.... ,, 

WITNESS: f began it in·November 1962 at the request 0f Goverr.ment ru1d I
' -

completed .it in 1963,

COUNS3L: And in your review did you consider the number of '""'licemen in

' ad.equl;lte, and did you :r�cormnend an increase? 

:HTNESS: I did recomruen9- an increase·� 
COUNSEL; This increase should.have been in what regar,d? How many recruits 

did you l'eOOmme.ndf 
. .,. 

-f.''· , _l'lI'.rNE�S� I ?'e·c�mmende.d • an increase of 7, one inspector, one rrq•nnl'.'ell a.r.cl
• -.::��,:.;• - < .. 

5 co'nstii.bi"es •. ;:,\ , ', -
'••. � -�� ... � 

. ·� •' f:, • . ..... . � ' ' 
COUNSEL' Why �i<;l_you consid,ir-'-'.the:,.number of 

�--=--•• •$,;:"'•l:f• 0 �1-lt•,i :•.' policemen inadequate? 

·: ·- -�t��irr�ss('):�#g��.�, because of the crime rate,
•. ,, • ,'I(,·" 

oommunicati�f/},t1· ;i..nad�q_uate lighting.
, • • 1y' , 

v�'tj����I -·• 1 

COUNSEL; At the ;tl,llle. o,f • th� review was there 
' ..... :j, 

� \1 

Not at Wismar,. only at Mackenzie. 
.,, 

WITNESSc 

a large populati0n and bad 

·,. • COUNSE!ii Did you make any reeomme.nd�tion about an increa:se in the number

of viehicles?·1:
' j 

':' ., !-:-: ',·
,
:,',i;::,�):,.:< . WITNESS.,;!_ l"eC.Ommandad that thar� should be a seoonc'I YAh:i r:le p:.--�ferahl•T a 

' ,'� ; .... ,.,,,11 ' . �4..;: ·' 

l�<l • r�;�r-·a/�·.•·i{J.S+nroo. 1 I .,:,'".J_? 1 

qOU1fS'4&i• ·I;?:, a�dj,t:i.Qp, •.to the re�lar police force Ci_':m- you sa�· b.")�·r many

syp�umerary constables were employed by the Demerar-:-a Beuxita Co,
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WITNESS; I think I am correct in saying that there were 97 Empe:;.7.:.1merary 

constables. 

CH.AIRMAN; These constables a.re attached to the Demerara Bawci te Co? 

WITNESS; That is so. They are mainly employed for the purpose of lookir�� 

after Demba's property. 

COUNSEL: Could their servicas be requested in times of emergenc�? 

WITNESS: They have assisted us in thepast in times of emergency. 

com�SEL: Can you say something as to the comoi tments of the police follm,lnr; 

jhe strike by the G .A. W. U. in February of this year? 

WITNZSS: Yes. The trouble built up initially on the W.C.D. and by the 2J.s-: 

May we had employed on the W .c .D. 400 volunteers and policer.ien toeethei· v;j:•.· 

8 police officers. 

COUNSEL: Could you say when the first major incident occured at Wisn1ar'? 

1/ITNESS: The first incident occured on the niGht of the 21st or 22nd 1 e 

Thursday night. The second incident was reported on the same ni,:;ht. 

COUNS.2::L: On that same �ght 21st, were there any incidents on the West �·oar-·'·? 

WITNESS: Two persons were shot and four died. 

COUNSZL: What was the position on the East Coast? 

WITNZSS: We had fires there and clashes with the Security Forees. 

COUNSEL: Now about these incidents at Wismar, Mackenzie and the East c� 1.st-

did you advise the Minister of Home Affairs to to do anything? 

WITNESS: I did. MJ first request was to send the military forces to "::; 

-·troubTe�·spots on the West Coast.

COUNSEL: Do you recall any particular incident ih May at Buxton?

WITNESS: Yes. There were several incidents at Buxton, but the one ·:;!-�"!.',

stands out most was the shooting of a farmer a.rid his wife at the baclc d.' :.:'''

village.

COUNSEL: Do you think that this incident was the cause for the vioJenc!...: i • ..

Georgetown?

WITNESS: I think it was responsible for th0 violence we had j_n Geor(retow1,

Friday 22nd.

COUNSZL: On the 23rd of May were there t-ny incider.ts at Wisrr.ar?

WITNESS: On the ni11ht of the 23rd, it we.�: a Saturday night� a f;:::oce:cy ,re_.,_.

invaded by a group of people who stole things fro .. :n the shelveso

Che
dd

i J
ag

an
 R

es
ea

rch
 C

en
tre



.3 

• Counsel: IIQn the Sunday night 24th May nt 9 p.m. did you confor with 

., 

, 

(:.o � 11,, .. : S &,· ..,._,-1
the Assistant S�! inbenelont (Administration) :.1.t Force Control? 11 

.(Witness:., 

11�,-0wen_ could you s �y wh2.t was discussed at this meeting? 11 

"The deployment of police personnel in the East+West Coast, 

and the possible �enns of strene;thing the police at Wismar o 11 

11Was anything further discussed? 11 Co:unsel: 

Witness: 

Counsel: 

Witn3ss: 

Witnessr 

Counsel: 

Witness: 

Counsel: 

Witns_ss; 

urt was decided to recommend an embodiment of the Volun·i:,-;er 

Foree, and in addidtion the police were to be in line, and tho 

speciaJ. constables were to be called in for full ti'Tt" duty." 

110n Mo_nday, 25th May, die you have a discussion with Hro H o'.Jbs 
: �· 

ab?:iut 'the Wfay:ia.r/Christia:nburg Mackenzie situation? t1 

11 I received £he information from Mr. Put tock thRt there ,,;2.s 

trouble at Wismar about 8.30 a.m. 11 

HCould you _tell the Commission what type of trouble? 

11 ! understand buildings were burnt, o.tt..,_cks were rr3de on peop:.e

and they were beaten at Wismar • 11 

1'Did you see Mr. Neil Issacs on that day? 11 

11 ! did. I directed him to go with Assistant Superin tendent 

Lash:tey immediately to Mackenzie to 'l..Ssess the position and 

report to me • 11 

"At the time of this d.iscussion on 2uth May was th�:.l\rmy 

alerted?rr 

.-91'.fb,e:,11"}'.llY"·was Uerted on the Monday. 11 
. �;r•• 

Counsei
f

-- 110an you recall how long were there inst.::\nces or lootllltS 

Witness: 

Counsel: 

Witness: 

and burning at Wismar/Christianburg :::ire a? 11 

11Not until the 29th May there were no· incidents reporwd .. 11 

11'1Jhen did you receive the report from I1:r. l'Jeil Issr:1.cs?n 

11 I reoeived the report dorihg the afternoon of the 25th.� 

a few minutes before 3 o 1 clock. 11 

Ivr •. Shepherd: 11Was it a writte·n report or oral report? 11 

Witness; 11An oral report;. 11 

Mr .• Shepherd: 11What was the dat,e?II 

Witness; 

Witness, 

11 The 2.5th of May � 11 •--.:. 

11Can you say what was the nature of that rcportJ 1 1 

11Mr
., Issacs asked .for reinforcements of �'3ritish Troops, 11 
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Oouns.el: 
, . �-:·.; .. 

Witness: 

... . .... ,.• . 

·/cciunseli

" l 

Witness: 

4 

·:-nid' he indicate how lllltl.'\Y t:r•oopu woulcl bo nooc1od? 11 

11No. He said simply that the police and voluntG0rs wcr0 

insufficient to cope with the trouble at that t:L'lB. 11 

11Followin�: this report did you speak to tho Min:i:ster of

H ome Aff'airs? 11 

1·1 ·1 .. '. 

. " ,, 'C OU..l'lSBl: 

11 I spoke'first to the Commander of the British Gufan,::,. Garrison. 11 

11Can you say 1,rhat reinforcements were s<::nt un followin� yol.l:'

requ�st?".

Witness: 

'Counsel: 

-Witnessi

Witness: 

11 I cannot· give ,you the actual rnµnber of .troops sent, but I

am:cer:tain that :the. Commander will have this inform:1.tion. 11 

11When you heard of the first repor� you pe.n.r, anything th:1.t
I � ;..._d. &-t.-v-1 

. ..a the Wisma� situation was cl�ng 1 th�orces� 
i..J-

'
v,.,--,r cl- ... l..Jl-.; �

� � 1.v<o '-.. �o��ul.·L..· 8��J..-. 
11 In 12_6 3 the re had be en� n ---a-t �:i.-sm:-rr,ms -pari:;-crf'-th� 

overall of the instru1oe� at Wis_m-:t?'.' from the h;:,ppeni115s as � 

the East·and West:Coast of Demerara at tho.t time. 11 

__ ,... '  . . . 
·,11can you s::i.y what were the st;::i,tistics av'lilable at the police

:• headquarters be·tween the 21st· !ind 25th May, reg2.rding tbf) nwnber 

of.: houses ·'ctestroyed at Wismar· and the nwnber of people. killed 

' a'rid rthe mm)ber of persbns seriouly injured? 11 

11 rreceivea <t he first report on Thursd!ly niq.ht. �olT!lrencing­

from ea:r1y· ·on ·sunds:>.y morning :=me until the 28th &i.y, the 

'·number of 'houses ·de·stroyed was: two hunctred and ·twenty, the 

number 'of persons killed including those shot by- the police 

'. fu.mou..½ted t'o' five. The number·· of persons seriously.. inj'i.1re<l
--� - "".=:,s;-=•"

1;ras ·ten';· the· hum her of cases of rape report8d was su, <the

nwnber·'of shots fired ·was 'four, the nwnber of rounds of .,35 

'ammunition 'fir0d by the police was thirteen., the number cf' 

-tea.r ··�·moke shells used i-m.s· four and the number of persons

evac\.iated from �he area under guard ,ms one thousand e:i.[;ht

hundred. 11 

-�
�:- - ·'"Iou·,said •• that· Wismar was one' of -the general f�ig.11e at that 

time. 'oo·· yon· think it wodcl h.we been the nature ·protec�SQ 
'' ... tL.. �·�· . . ., 

·measure"if
1 ·t�ad beeri alerted in these c1.ifferent areas? 11 

:., ·'1,,;{tness:, '11.A,� :ri rn,;:it+.mr �the Crnim,r�r r�id- as 'I have alr�:�Y,. l _ O _
----.. -. -. -� k:. a-� 6,.. �.�&-- � T�--� 

"9din� out· th.a-t there 1...rer:> it:..st t.aken over thc7Vest c�ast of ' .,, 
De'me:r·a�·a or Police Force on th•.� incirlents on the S2st Coast of 

•,·, . . . .- .
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. 
-� cA.

Demerar
a .. 

JI
tL- �� . 

.G-ett1J.S�l: "The milifary took over on the 2�rd of Ma�?. f-n--l... c;--r"--1 Oj,- �-i � � �. / . .,..,,.,; -lt,._ � � u..... :J.:1 J-
. Witness:. • '!On the 23rd of IV'iay"i f +.bey w.0-t-4-4--ha-ve--bttke-n-ove-r-the--trJ::,&Fc't-t-ion.- • � ' . . ' . 

Mr..t Shepherd; 

• Witness:

Mr, Shepherd: 

Witness: 

:Mr1 Shepherd: 

Witness; 

MrJ Shepherdi 

Witne:ss: 

Mr I Shepherdi 

Witness: 

JvT.r I Shepherd: 

Witness. 

il'Ir1 Shepherds 

Witness, 

I--Ir a Shepherd: 

Witness; 

Mr •. Shepherd:

i Witnessg 

Mr,' Shepherd: 

. D,.At m ich time the trouble st-"rted at Wismar., e. grocery store 

was looted am. within a few hours the whole place we.s ahJ,,.,ze. 

Is that so? u 

11 That is not so. The store was looted on the Saturcie..y evening 

the 

"So 

23rd ancJ 'e,he trouble s tcJ,rted, on the Monday morning th.o 25th. 11
r--v· k� e...½ <-v-'l-<. � .&- • h,,., 

the S;ii.ua:t.iG-n on the West Coast was on the 25th? 11 

1�_Tha t was by the 2.5 th• rr 

1 1'.By the 25th, the situation in Wismar wqs at its worst? 11 

112,5th was the worst day. 11 

nso it wasn't t'ossible to withdrarr 11nv police?" 

11 ! 'had deployed nll available police b,v Sunc.:1y morning the

24th, that is why we asked for the volunteer force to be 

embodied .• 1! 

11Your foce was extended to its full throughout British 

Guian2:? rt

"That is correct, Throughout the country, trnd thoy included 

recruits of a few weeks trainino.; • 11 

114nd it was on Monday, 25th you sent Commissioner Iss.:.cs to 

assess the sitnation an( report to you?t!.

11To be correct., Sir, I sent Hr. La.dhley n.nd fc'1l" other 

',policemen to ,3.ssist in the Mackenzie situation. 11 

11You chart2red ·a� air cro.ft for that purpose which left O:de 

on Monday, }hy, 25th at about 1 p.m." 

That is ·correc.t, 11 

11 Now., this· situ,?..tion on the 1•Test Const was building up sim�e 

February?.11 

"That is correct.'! 

·"And this pattern_ spread to the �;ast Coast? 11 

11That is corri�e�;-' That is why we transferred some of them 

to the West Coast and to Georr.•;etown. 11 

114D:d violence indeed occured in Georgetown on Friday, i'1..::i.y 
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,;:;witness: ·'';' 
,, : i'_'.'�-�'.j'i·�. "t � � ' -�. 

:,,•-;. 
, ...... 

··i·l:l"'·· .. �;.�� �'t��� '..+-. • 

. � . h •. 
�•-t:.1r.- S _epherd; 
�fl.!'$;'•'·' .. . ,•, 
f-;,r_l�� �t-✓: ., 

\'€�-/ ··� 

·, Witness:

. Witness: 

Mr:o Shepherd: 

Witness: 

,•, 

Mr, She-pherd: 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd:-

Witness: 

Nr. Shepqerd: 

Witness: 

6 

"Yes, we had a small outbreak of violence in Gcorcotown on 

Friday afternnon the 22nd May, and too police had to fice 

on loot&rs • 11 

"And vou connected that outbre.�k in Georgetcr,an with murc'l. r:r at 

13.'uxton of Mr. and Mrs. Sealey?" 

II That is so ,; IT 

111..nd. on the 2.3>:d did you write to the Minister of Home J,ffairs? 11 

11Idid. 11 

11Do you have a copy of the minute you wrote to the 1'1inister? 11 

11 I have a note . 11 EXTRACT FROH LETTBR F.ROU COM•IISSIO'.-R:R OF 

P.OLICE TO MINISTER OF HO:-IB AFF,URS n.1,TED 23rd 7·11.Y 1964. "The

violence which errupted j_n Geor(IOtown yesterday found .q mod­

erate echo in Wism'.l.r. This was the case last year and I am

afraid -\,hat if violence is allowed to continue in the country-

side, tho pattern will be reperl.tod not only in Gcor,�c·town, but

also in Wismar with inc re as ing severity.

The Buxton incident :rnd r.<icial violence 3"Cner;uly thro:1-:h­

out the country produced tho SAtnG effect on \Tism.qr/Jvicl-(enz 'Le. 

1lt 9.00 p,m., an Indian owned house ,,as destro�red b 1·, fire at 

OP..e-mile VismQr, and at 11.40 p.m.,· �-n exolosive device T,w.s 

set under the house of another !:i'::1st Indian at Silvertoi:,m, ·•iis-

mar. It exploded doing damage a.nd injuring thrc)e (3) >Jcrs ons, 

although not 3eriously. We both know how serious it will be 

for the small E:1..st Indian m1.nority at '•Tismar/McKenzie, if the 

Africans start retaliation tho re as they did last year. 11 

Is that the end of your minute? 

This is an oxtract from the minute that I sent to the Minis ter 

of Home Affa.irs. 
� 

So __;!:.l:rls seemed on the 23rd Ma.y to be a distinct possibilitv,' f k 

�at the time you had only known of om or two inc:i.dents from 

Wismar? 

Tr,10 inc ide n ts . 

And you felt, it necessary to warn the Minister of Home f.:!:' 0�0.irs 
1. 

I did. 
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"' '• 

, ' w·,,• 

Mr,. Shephe):'.d� 

}:��i,j/ess:·
'

-
�--1", 1•: ·l' . 

i .}Mr'��· Sheoherd:
i ,/·' .' i·' -

... : 

Witness: 

Nr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr, Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Hr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr •. Shepherd: 

.. 7 ... 

Was this -the first tine you warned the "1inister ab'out the 

danger of the violence .on the Coastal strip? 

I had <lone so on many occass:i.ons ::xifore. 

Can you remember one such occ3ssion when ,vou war�ed the .Nljnis-, 

ter whether orally or in writing? 

I cannot recall any specific d3te or time. 

There were many occassions? 

Yes ,._ 

Was it only the Minister of Home Affairs to whom you issued 

this warning, or someone else? 

I .. also mentioned it to the Premier. 

And you m3ntioned this to the Premier before the 22nd r-fay-? 

Quite a long time before that. 

Durin!'! \hat time, was the tension building up? 

Probably since the month of t�1,,ril. I T,rarned the c.>remier that 

if some settleioont was reached in the G. 11..'•r.u. strike, we 

wo• 1ld have, re.action in Georgetown and Wismar. 

And what was his reply? 

I cannot recall his exact words. 

This is one additional reason Mr. Che.irman, why I would like to 

have the Premier here to cross-examine him. Mr. Ovien, do you 

recall giving similar warnings to other members of the Couns0l 

of Mini-sters? 

•• Witness;�-· Not that I can recall, but to the roombers of the Civil -Service.

Mr. Shepherd: Such as? 

• • Witress: Permanent Secretaries and .!-i.ssisu.i.nt SecretA.ries. 

Mr, Shepherd: You gave. them warnings? 

Witness: They were at nsetings. 

Mr. Shepherd: .rim I correct in s 1y-ing that tbe Emergenc1r was officiaH,v de-

Hitness: 

Mr, . Shepherd: 

clar�d on the advice of the Council of Ministers? On the 

very dav that· the violence brcJke ou.t in George town the Emer­

gency was imposed by his Exce:t:.lencv .t.:he Goverr or on the ac1vice 

of the Council of Ministe1-s. 

Yes, about that time,
·:'· ..

You feared that reprisal was l:'Lkely to occur in Wismar
.:1 

but you
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Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

)fr. Shepherd: 
' 

' 

. Witness: 

• Mr. shepherd:

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr. -Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

.. 8 - 4.12 .64 . 

did not consider it a matter of more pressing urgency as that· 

of the threatened reprisals on the. East Coast or in Georgetown? 

It was part of the pattern� ,
Now, Mr. Isaa�� accompanied Superintendent Lashley with.the 

party· on Monday? 

Yes •. 

Did he give vou a report? 

That is correct • 

He later izave :vov. on the 2nd June, a confidential report, 1-1hj_ch 

I will now hand to you. Mr. Chairman, perhaps you may wish to 

allow your learned Counsel to see it, while I continue with the 

questions. On Sunday 24th Ma.y at abou.t 8.30 a.m., did y·ou 

have a discussion with Assistant Commissioner of Police, J'fJr. 

Puttock? • 

I did. 

Did you inform the Assistant Commissioner that you could spare 

no other police for service in the Wismar area? 

That is so. 

What was the alternative? 

The only altermtive was to ask that the Volunteer Force be em­

bodied and to put the police force on the Wism.ar area, "in line • 11 

By that time, hao the Volunteer Force in Geor�etown already 

been embodied? 
; ---"� 

Witness: Yes. 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

.Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr• Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Hr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

And the decision was to ask the Volunteer Force .si.t McKenzie to 

embody twenty four men? 

Yes sir . 

Why was the number 24 hit on ·and not 48? 

That is the approximate Ho. in a Platoon. 

Did the D. Company comprise of 1 or 2p l CL-
\.--

� 

I think 2 or 3 •f {a.,� ll\r"\., ... 

At the time the decision was made, was any representation mnde 

to you by Major Langham or MT. Puttock that 24 lll3n would be 

insufficient? 

Nctat--�ll• 
\ 
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Mr •. Snepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness:. 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

The instruction to embody twenty-four membc-rs of the Volunteer 

Force was passed to Mr. Hobbs by Mr. Puttock about an hour 

later at about 9.30 a.m. on Sunday May 24th? 

I remember speaking to Colonel DeFrei tas who commands the 

Volunteer Force, a.nd subsequently to Superintendent Hobbs ,i,t 

Wisrnar. 

Now, as a result of the report received from Mr. Hobhs on 25th, 

did you do any-:-hing with regards to the str1;;ngthening of tho 

Police at ivisma.r? 

On the morning of the 24th May at about 8.30, we asked fo::- t.he 

i.m'.'"'edi:=tte embodiment of the remainder of the Volunteer Force. 

At what time? 8Jo o'clock on Mon�ay morning? 

Yes. 

And how was this request conveyed? 

A report from Mr. Hobbs th,,t th8re was burning, looting c>.nd 

violence in tne area. 

Mr. Shepherd;• !i.nd your request, how was th:c1t made?

Witness: In the normal way, through Colonel DeFrei.tas� 

Mr. Shepherd: Would it be correct to say that Hr. Puttock was authoriz8d to 

request Mr. Hobbs to request the Officer Com�anding the '�' 

Company to embody all the men of too Volunteer Force? 

Witness: 

Nr. Shepherd: 

Witness-�--:::-­

Mr. Shepherd: 

Mr. Carter: 

Chairman: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Wi tness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Yes. 

And yo.u confirmed this action shortly afterwards1 

Yes, that is so. 

This s t-?.terrent which I will hand to you is a copy of Mr. Pui:r­

tock 's re-port, and I th ink it will serve very well. 

Hr. Chctirrnan, I think it would be best for the document.3 to 

be rn::i.rked to show what part of the apriendix they form. 

The staternent does nor form part of the appendix. 

Now on the 25th, that is Monday 25th �sy, was a meeting of the 

Security Council convened? 

Yes, at 2.00 o'clock at the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

You had in your hand just now, a note thqt you wrote to the 

Ministry of Ho� Affairs, did you write to her again on the 

2$th, requesting the convening of this Council? 
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' .. , ... 

•· .. 

Witness: 

• Mr. Shepherd:

, • w'itness: 

.. Mr •• Shepherd: 

Witness: 

• Mr. S�epherd:

Witness:

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

1-w. Sheplierd: 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

'w:i'.:thess·: 

.

· 

.
.
. 

. . 

- 10 - 1.i.12 .64. 

I certainly wrote on the 2�th. 

Can �rou refer to .your minutes as you have a note of it? If 

not, on the letter which I handed you just now. This was, of 

course, the Monday, and you say it was held 2 o'clock? 

There is no reference in my notes here regarding the minut3.'3 

written on Monday 25th ... 

uwas there then a:other minute or don 1 t you rememb,,r? 11 

11 I can 1 t recall now, :but I attended the meeting. 11 

11Who was present at the meet:Lng besides the Minister? 11 

11 The Permanent Secretary, the Garrison Commander,. Colonel 
DeFreitaa, and the Assistant Secretary of the Home Affo.irs 
whmi· dciils �,.ith Police .m.::,tt,ers • 11 

"Now it was on that date what you wrote your minute th;,,t the 

situation had deteriorated. Was this before or after the 

m:ieting of the Security Counsel? 11 

11 I wrote ;a eeeurity report to the •Minister every morning before 

leavirig'my office at 9. 

11 'It would :have norma:lly l;;·one before the meeting? 11 

•11 Just read from· the no.tes you have of that sitli:ttion report. 11 

"The s:ituatiori has ·deteriorated considerably.- On the 124th

·May,: at 9.,00 a.m. ! conferred with Assistant Commissioner) 

i�fl:dniinistrat:Lori· at 'fbrctl>ccYritrol and' :gave· instrticti6n1, for 

'twe'ntt-four· 'Jre'n ·of·,the· voluntecrs tci be embodied: at 

'�I�ckenz'.;ie' for ·/ieriice· at Wismar; all· spe·cial constables there 

!'to be called· ·01.ft; anc1 the pol icemam to g_o on�· to s tan<'lby
I •'· I • ' 

·.;-(�'in li½� 11): •• • On Ilfohday, ··2 �th. "fay, the officer in charge
1
of·' 1E;- !11.vision:reported at .<?.bout 9.00 a..m.· that·:there was

fti.r•:the'r···trouble ·ir r Wismar· .and he was give·n instructions• to

'embody the ·resf ·o'.fl.:-e1fo '\'i":pluntti!e·r! Force,. Assistant Superin-
.. 

:�1E "'D'ivision'•:p�-'ior• 'to· ,Mr. Hobbs was despatched there to ;=i.ssist 

:him··�ui.d· the-'·,.ssistari-£ ·,commissione·r (Training 'and' Operations) 

·.;,:
_r_-,

._._
:t.tas· .aent to· assess the pbsition and··report. 11 

•Mr>. ··She·�herd: i:uverY:··-well .... Now.;,.the .Ministert has given"'evide�ce'. And' !'don't

PU�:.._..: ;;: •. ·' 1 1ih:Lnk':;the'!',('is ·any·secreit·,ab.otit it:, :tr.at •s1he. at thet me�ting
-.. -::--:- , 

� ·• c·,. ---�••-=r;)t."f'.:-�-... 
. .  • • · ·• - - . .

:, . ' :�=:=::;: 
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Witness: 
', 

Mr..· .Shepherd: 
... ,' ,i 

... --� 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr.· Sl}�pherd: 

Witness: 

Ivlr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

ll. 

11That is correct. 11 

11Does. it appear to you that the Minister fully und,::rstoocl the 

procedure involved in applying to the Imperial Government for 

the assistance of Imperial troops? rr 

11 I don 1t think so. II 

11For the illforrnation of mys�lf and possibly soire of the 

cormnissioners describe that "()rocedure. 11 

11 The requisition for troops is marle by the Governor on the 

advice of the Administration, but the requisition for troops 

does.n 1t necessarily mean their physical intervention. The 

physical intervention of troops C':\n be nv1de at the requc:�t 1 �

(X tl-
o£.....an. Administration Police Officer above the r2.nk of Chief 

Inspector, but unlesJ the urgency requires it the Governor 

as Commander-in--Chief must be informed before hand i·1herever 

it is possible�" 

11 That is because the C,overnor is Oornmander-in-Chief and also 

because he is the imperial governments I representative in .the 

colony." 

11 That is correct. n 
,.,,r 

"This can not be done in a moment or h'.'llf oJ't an hour. 11 

11 No, the procedure ehould be �one throw.h. 11 

11 Is it correct to snv that the Garrison Commander would insist 

before committing his troops for something in writing. I 
------.-- .::::..;_�- ..• 

believe he ca.11s it a 1 'Blood chit 11 • Obvio�:i•it is because 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

his troops have to go into action, it is a term used in 

military context. Could this now be produced and shown to the 
'-.J

..., I 

witmss, signed by Mr. Owen that :b.s put in by the Garrison 

Commander, Colonel King? 11 

11 The Garrison Comm,1.nder like mysolf wished to know t.he overall 

territorial position, and >1Z'- h2.ve a true picture of evonts ;:it 

Wismar before com:nitting himself to send in� troops there • 11 

11tJere you in agreement with the Minister that the L"l'IJ)eriaJ. 

• troops should be sent to 1,fismnr? tr

11Before agreeing I wished 4 ., know what the true situation was 

like at Wismar? 11 
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Mr. Shepherd: 

Hitness: 

Nr •. Shepherd: 

Witness: 
,. 

1,1r. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

rvrr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witress: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Nr. Shepherd: 

Witmss: 

Hr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

12 

1111.t that t:i.m:l wh1.:1:re was Mr. Is�ucs? 11 

11At the time of meeting he was at Wismar. 11 

uwhat time did you hear from Mr. Isaacs on the telephons·? 11 

11A few minJtes before 3 o tclock and this meetinc was held r:-..t 

2 o'clock." 

"When was the meetinG adjourned'.:' 11 

11At about -tDn minutes to 3 o 1 clock • 11 

11You received yoll!' telephone rep�rt from Hr. Isaacs at abod> 

five minutes to 3 �:!clock. Could you carr:r on from tiv.t? 11 

11 I telephoned the G;:trrison Commander and told him of the 

position and he agreed to the <lespatch of British Trcrops. 11 

"Did you informe& him that you had ch:1.rtered ,'.3.n air-craft? 11 

11We had 9.�r-cr.J.ft stnnding by from the first report in the 

morning • 1 1 

11About wa.!l.t tim2.'l 1 1 

�rrangements werf; made after we rec�ived a report from Mr. 

Hob bs. 11 

11Was kind of :>.ir-craft w2.s standing by? 11 

"A Pakota 'lir-craft was s�anding by for use. 11

11.ffid you inform the Garrison Commander that the the "Elooct 

chi-t.if would follow? 11 

11 I t::)ld the Garrison Com..rnander that I would ser.d it tlong. 11 

"How long did tnis Secur ity Counci.1 exist?" 

11 I think for a num!:ier C'f years • 11 

____ .,;.�--=:::%$�--' 

Hr� Shepherd: 11 It is a convenient means to effect a� during an ernerw::ncy?" 

Witness: 

Hr. Shepherd: 

�Jitness: 

rill'. Shepherd: 

Witn�ss: 

Y1.r. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

"That is cort'ect. 11 

"How frequently were meetingSheld?" 
I • 

"I don't think that the re were more that three or four mee1ings. 11 

11 0n this occasion could y::iu recall on whose request it had been?" 

11 I cannot remernber. 11 

uwas the Minister satisfied with the view expressod by yourself 

and the Garrison Commander," 

11 No. She would have had British troops sent right away • 11 

11 In the senate the Minister of Home Affairs sa:t.d that shG h,::i..c. 

asked the Garrison Commander to bring in the mi.litary troops 

and that you refused. 11 
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Witness: 

r-fr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd, 

Witr:-ess: 

Nr •• Shepherd: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

··fitness:

Mr. Shepherd:

Witness: 

Yi:c. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

13 

1i'l'horo :L3 no {:.ruth in (;h,'lt. 11 

11'iJhen rapes, murders :ind burninP.; of buildings ;,;ere �oing on 

did· the volunteers and 00lice sbnd by '1nc1. n�··�tithinn;?" 

11 There is no truth in it. 11 

11Referring to p:1r-:v:;r;,,.ph 9 of ➔·-hr:, :Viinister of !fom0 !J.'i':tirs 1 

statement, th�,t lP-.w a.biding citizens hwe lost ,�11 confi(�C:!,,e 

in th;:) police :rnd will not put themselves un0er the protE:c1:,L:.n 

of the Volunteer and Police Force. You unrl,;rst..,nd wh:-.t this 

Dii::ans? 11 

"I do. There is no t.ruth in this.'' 

11Isn It it a fact that c:ne th:iusand ::rnd ;;: is;�t hurplrcd •Terr:; 

escorted out ')f Wism,.J.r and t-fockenzic by the P')lico? 11 

ll''lhat 1 s c0rrect. 11 

11Weren 1 t·a number f pe::.iplo 1:·escued "ct the pnJ.icn st.:'\ti"n? 11� 

11Yes, th:i.t is E:o. 11 

11No. 0 

"You y-cnrself h�ve r;iven firrure c, - ,me +,hc-•us-=tnd :=:m� i:�ht 

hundred, and y:)·u. .-:ilso :�ave the number "f casu::ilties ,'.\S four 

.)r .five dead, :md six raped•"· Ten percent of the popul:1.ti.::n-• 

E.?.st Indians were s �rely evacu,J.ted by the police fr::ir11 �{isr,12r?" 

11 It w2.s fromA:tne sc0.tterecl :cree.. 11 

Mr• Shcphrircl� "The Wismar/Christfanburg settlement is not a neat tidy
----

ir.fi tniss s: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

M.r. Shepherd: 

settlement --,hich on tho ,-;hole rises as )")U r�o Lni.::.mcl Erum 

the !)cmernra River·. It is .:1, ver,·i/ diLi:'icult terrain?" 

,ry,m have: 7iven us informatirm c:.bout -\110 expenditure by y,)u.r 

own force, Tour j'.'ounds c,f ,303 ;_,_nd thirte'?n rounds 0f .45.

This is comp:-1r�tively lb.ht. Woul0. it susi:;:rest to�-'l.·t vcur 

a;.¥-eitat-\wob· efugaged chiefly in conducting to safety the lar�e 

nwber of evr-i.cuees? 11 

"My instructions were that persons must be s,tvecL" 

"I am i:;lcl.o to hear you say th,qt. /,s eomm�nc-Hng o.fficer ,,ioul,:1. 

you consider tha?ersons ha,1 t,) be s:wed r2.ther than prop.-:rt.y 

or personaJ. bel··n:;in.zs? 11 
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Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr. Sh�_pherd: 

Witress: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

;,,Ji tness: 

&. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

11Certai!'.ly . 11 

111.nd was this policy of sn.ving life r-:i.ther th.1.n .Property 

coW::irmed by you personally or by Mr. Puttock?".

11 I c&nnc,·� recall this particular action precisely, but at 

sometime I per.som.lly ;•:-:we instructions th::1.t they- sbohl.c: 

collect the people and le ad them to safety. 

11You have V>ld T,he commission that .four tear '.:'"-s ce.rtridr:cs :,rere 

fired· by y0ur force. This is a lfrht expenditure of ttO?ar '--.s. 

Can you assist the Commission by indic0.tin� s0mc., of the 

adv?.ntages or otherwise in the use of tear rzas in controll:;.n,c, 

2nd dispcrsinl2" crowds? 11 

11 This is left entirely to the officer on the spot. Tho �l?X'.::iper 

use of tear smoke m1<?ht in f"'.Ct crer.1.te the situation that it 

V7i,lS intended to gu.:.1.rd against, if it is .fired ri-sht ;rnong the 

crowd. GriJ:-lt care has i:,o be taken when using tear smoke that 

there is a sufficient concentr.::tion to achieve the nim which 

is inteir:ad •. I imagine tbat it would be very difficult in the 

scattered area, Wismar/Christianburg to. obt,dn an effective 

concentration. 

11 In Wisma.r/Christiari..burg, and f')U are familar with the are�. 

Do you know 1-rlmt the police met with thi5 part.icda.r difficul ty 

that when the crowd HD.s gathering and the police ;::tpproach,),l, 

it ,,roulcl dwinc1le .3, .. ay :1.nd then it 0-,roulr:1. form s-�!ID'·rhere else;, 

and as the police approached a'1'.�in they !,ro1Jld ctisperse .. It is 

com"lon phenomenon in British Gui-,rna? 11 

11 It was the s·1'!1e thin� tbat. happened i!1 Georgetown. 11 

11 If te'. .. r �::is were used 1-rould it be lik"r•ly to as!J" ist in dis­

persing such crowds? 11 

I think it is more likely to exncerb;:i.re the crm-K1 , b0cnu.se 

it is impossible to Get a prop�r conc'::ntr0.tion to ,1 smn.11 

shifting crowd • 11 

11 If the crowd merely scattered and got a whiff, would this make 

them more liable to cont:r:ol? 11 

11 It would p:eobabl,y- me�n thnt t:icir feelings would become morn 

violen:t,··: 11 
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Mr. Shepherdt 

Witness: 

Hr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

1,,Ji tness : 

11Wcr0 you surprisf)d .:i.t the li,-:-ht oxp::nditurc nf tr:.-=n' i1 ."ls 

shells by your .force? ir 

1 1Would you explain the technical position for the use of t,e;�r 

gas? 11 

11 Thc ideal position for the use of tear sm::>ke is where there is 

a reasom.bly enclosed space, and a large cro-•,rd intent on 

attacking either the security forces themselves, or a key • ,.,.,,"i_ 

11 One further point. Wo1.1ld it be in acsordance with the . 

general instructions given by you th2.t the forces should orxm 

fire with their rifles into tho middle of '1 curious ?.nd 

inquisitive crowd? 11 

11Not unl0ss there was c.n off&nce beinG committed in front of 

their eyes, or an att-':lck on some individual or on tha forc03 

themselves.-,11 This is the ·P,rncticc so far ::is instructions t.'Grc 

given to t};le s<:3curit,y forces." 

11 Now let us continue. Do you have :mv reason not to be 

satisfied with the conduct of the operation by your force,s 

during tl-ie 22nd to the 28th May? 11 

"I was not surprised, but I 1,ms certainly shocked e.t the extent 

of the violence and the determin,?.tion of the looters on tho. t. 

day, 11 

Mr. Shepherd: 11!)0 you consider and in your position as Commissioner of Police 
: -�� � 

Witness: 

Hr o Carter: 

Witness: 

Mr. Carter: 

Witness: 

are you of the opinion that there w:is a detaikid plan behind 

this outbreak? 11 

111 am sure from s:cbsequent reports that it was spontaneon[L. 11 

11So far as the Demerara Bauxite Company is concerned, they put 

a nwnber of jeeps., about five at the disposal of tho the Police? 11 

"That is correct. 11 

"And they put the Trade School -'lnc1 Sports Club at yot12' disposal 

for the evacuees• Do you knor,r of �ny other services? 11 

ftTtle hospital was avaiL,,blc, sever.ql 11'!8mbers of the Const.:i.bulary 

assisted the Police, £.nd the General 11:.rn,Jger of ;)cmba· o.<'>-3istod 

me in arranging the ev�cuation and r�oeption of the people 
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Witness: 

�.N �&-"" 
Courisel: 

Witness: 

were killed in the presence of the police? er There were five 

killed at Wismar. What is your opinion, do you think th:i.t 

more people �-1ere killed and �nore dnrnne;e done at �hckenzie 

thaD the �ast and West Coast?" 

"I think on the West Coast an,1 S.,ist Coast of �merar& thcrG ·•J.::tS 

more dam:l.ge and more people were killed on the West Coe.st of 

Demerara. 11 

11Can you foll us how me.ny rounds were discharged on the �,-rest 

Coast of Derrerara? 11 

11I don 1t know. 11 

L�'o':iP.Nt Singh: !Un connection with the police and the volunteer force, c'i. ... 1 you 

he.:;r anybody say that the deterioration of the situ,ition or, the 

West Coast was because of lack of confidence in the p0lic1.?. .:::.nd 

volunteer force? 11 

Witness: 11 I heard several politicians say so. 11 

r:: .... �, ·.P.-,N. Singh: 11 It is tru? that policem,rn Here shot .:J.t and injured on the

West Coast on the night of the 22nd Y1:,.y? 11 

110ti. the l:Jest Co.:?.st? Yes·. 11 

llr·.;:··.P·.)h Singh: 11Yes. But no soldiers were shot at an<'.'! injured on the We�t 

Coast? 11 

•.iitness: 11At that time the soldiers -,ere not in ope:ration.' 1 

t1:r-.;::•':P• .. N, Sirgh: "Have ary soldiers been shot -:tt on the West Coast? 11 

Witness: 11 Not to m,y knowledge.'' - ---�--=-·-·
l1t.·•:: .P.-,'1'i� Singh: 11You will agree ,.-,ith me tho.t the policemen:,t-1ho were shot ".nr1 

injured on the West Coo.st were hfricans? 11 

Witness: "Of the two most ,5erious, one was an J�fric:rn, and one was i.1D 

East Indian. 11 

M2,,:::-P.rr. Singh: Now why do you think that policemen were shot. You don't 

think that th�re was a lack of confidence in the policci, 

Why were no soldiers shot?II 

Witness: 1'Becc1.use the soidiers had more fire power. People are more 

afraid of them.·11 

Nr,- ·P.N� Singh: 11 Now the two more senior �n at Wismar before the 21st to 

2Sth of :Mny this year were .M.:t�or k'ln-,ham ancl. Superintendent 

Ho�bs. Superintendent Hobbs was the ""!ost senicr man then, 
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Witness: 

l'( 

do yon thitlk him quito or1J)-'101(3 of r1r1t1Q,'.l.'1 tnr: the, �d.tu.:tt:i.on .-�t 

Wismar? 11 

11Certainly • 11 

iJfir •• ;p_�. -Singh: 1rwhat about a±:ter the morning of the 25th'Z 11 

Witness:· 11 Not until the morning of the 25th jud�ing from the reports 

did I think that I should send a more experienceiofficer t-,o 

the seen� .• 11 

Nr·.':P-.• :N:. s;ngh: ttYou got the news at 8 • .30 in the morning that the si t.tl.:lhon 

was very serious. 11 

Witness: 11 That is correct;• The report I had was about lootin-: 

burning." 

' 
3r,,n 

Nr.� ,?.N� Singh: 11When did you first get the information th0.t the situ.'.ltion wus very 

serious. 11 

Witness: 11At 8.30. in -the morning. 11 

gx, .. �::P.N; Singh: 11 That is i;,he first time you r;ot the report? 11 

Witness: 'lYes;Sir. 11 

I1D.-· ·fl.NJ S�.gh: 1 1Did you ever receive information before the 25th th,:.t i,cn::iion 

was running very high? 11 

Witness; 11We were 'net surprise?,. 11 

Mr�'•E�N. Singh; 11That is not the question I asked you. 11 

Witnesq; 11We appreciated that tension was growing. 11 No more spec:Lfic# 

repcrter .came to my 2.ttention. 11 

Mr..--iE.;N. Singh: 1111ore specifice repo:rits, do you know that on the afteTnc:m of 

the 24th a request was made to embody twenty-four !'.l'.en'? 11 

·-__ .,. __ -it� ---

Witness; "The request was' made at· 9 o'clock on Sund'ly the 2htl, • 11 

M�·J·"lP.'�l� -Singh: 1'Do you kno'·' that information WRS sent to Georgetown t,h ,'.'.t. in ·: ::.._ 

the opinion 'U the Commanding Officer of the volunte.;,r force at 

Wisma:r. that the embodiment of only twenty-four mcm Pculc:1 not 

W'itness ;. 

be enough. That w:1s never brought to yatur attention':' 11 

= 1:Never brought to fa'7 attention. 11 

Mr.•,P·JJ: S:iJJgh; 1 Uftt somet:i.m9 before the 25th of May powers were delegated 

to you to initiate acti� in deploying British troops to 

assist ··the Civil power? 11 

Witness: 11But I was to do this "throus:-;h the normal procedure • 1 1 

·-:�y,;,p .N-, Singhl "Why is it that you rece:i,ved this information 2.t 8.30 in th1;1

mpr,nj,.:pg of the 2�tl1 that serious disturbcnces hacl. erupted ,'J.t 

\ 
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Witness: 

18 

Wismar, th:-\t it w::is not until 1 0 1clock t.hnt Mr. Isn.ncs H:1:: 

despatched to ·,risnur to make h"is assessment? 11 

11:Mr. Isa':lcs w,1:s on the 1.Je::it Co,1.st -1.t the time. 1.-.Te woulr. not 

be .2ble to se:·,d somebody else. 11 

I1r•,:;P.'.N:. Singh: "Now, Mr. Isaacs told us he -:.1.rrived at 8 o'clock in the :norninr;. 

�irilat' w�u(the call6e �or . .the. riol?y?, 1t .. 

11 I cannot recall when I saw Mr. Isaacs in the He :'.dquarters, bnt 

it was a..fter 8 o 1clock. If I remember rightly we had tc· 

arrange transportation for the party to go ti, Ivi?.ckenz iG. r 

-Mr� ·:P.�'?,1. Singh: nyou h2d in mind to send ;:!. more senior l'iL'.ln to 1.'1ism2.r? 11 

Witness: 11Yes. 11 

-�.r-��-.. p.,;'N;. Si:rogh: "When did you 17.ake up your mind, After Mr. Hoobs spoke to

you at 8.30 in the morning? J..t that time h.:�cl you 2.nybod�r in 

mind?" 

Witness: "Mr• Puttock, ii' Mr. Isa,cs was not --i.vnilnble. 11 

1.fr..,:rPJi. Singh: 11No:w it W,3S or;ly by accident that vou saw Mr. Isaacs come into 

Headquart:ers on the 25th. Did you take any steps when any 

other person was not availnbJe? 11 

Witness: "No." 

Witness: 1raecause I mentioned that if Hr. Is.1.acs w.1s not av:.1.i12.ble ., 

Mr. Puttock would have to go. 11 

'.Hr;• P·.•N-. Singh: 11 If Mr .... Isa<tcs was hee.vily engaged in the West Co:,.st why did 

Witness: 

it come to your mind to send him? 11 

1lJ3ecause he was .9.vaila.ble. u 

Hr�:;J'.;N. Si..righ; 11 I thought ycu said he wasn't available? 11 

Witness: 

Mr. p .N; Singh: 

Witness: 

Vir. p .N. Singh: 

Witness: 

11He became av ail able• 11 

11Did the Minister of Home 

forces ·•.to Wfam,'3.r? 11 

11 She referred to this in 

11 0n Monday afternoon did 

1,ff::i.irs request you 

the security meeting. 

she request it?" 

11 To the best of my knowledge, she did. 11 

to send fliil i t::i.ry 

II 

11r ... P.N� Singh: 11Was it onl:r ::.fter she requested the ,'?.ssist�nce of th(; 

.Military force you received the report from Hr. IsaQ.cs? 11 

Witmss: 
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19 

_________ _.:, 
Wi tr.ess: · -· ----11-The-Oarr"is on -Co1·rmr.:mcir3r 1·!::J.8 :.us'o ·15r0-nont ,<'\ t tho mo 1

·' ting. W.:i.s 

tl:-re time onlyafLcn 5h..::-St.1/�:7.Csted thi� 11 

f!!r,.; .. 1.¥.:N:. Singh: 11When was this? 11 

Witness: 

i'fu· •.. :-f'-,Jh Singh: 11Well, then at 8 030 in tho morning you were fully :wr.:;.re of the 

situation at Wism.:ir? That is why you cac ided to send rtJ:c. Iss."..CS. 

'lrfuy is it that vnu waited until 3 o'clock in tho ,-!ftr•rn00n to 

Witness: 

ask for assistn.nce? 11 

11It w;,.sn 1t until 3 o'clock in the Afternoon that I knew the 

extent of the distur1:1ances 2.t Wismar. 11 

Mr;.:· •P-.?-.fr. Singh: 11 N ow at J.10 in the morning what report did you receive? 11 

Witness: 11 To the effect that there w::,.s looting and burning. 11 

Mr'.>'P·.:-J� Siri.gh: 11Was any information i�iven to you as to the extent of th(, 

looting and burning? n 

Witness: 11Yes • 11 

Mr�·:·P.N;. Singh: 11l�fter havini.3 received information at 8.JO in the rnorni.ni ,,,rith 

I • 

Witness: 

respect to the seriousness of tho situation nt Wismn.r, <:lo you 

think that i.f' you had requested ::i..ssist,rnce from. tho Milit:1.ry 

the situation mit;ht not havo reached tho proportion which it 

did reach? 11 

Eir -. •.;'F,.N.� Singh: aAt 3 -�•clock that ::i.ftern;.on ·,,!hen you received ,vr-ur inform.,_tion 

from Mr. Isa'?.CS did he tell you th;:i t the disturbances T-1 ern ••• ,. 

then at their peF.t�? 11 

'}itness: ��·/, He i;ave me a picture of a .rJ0p:r:esBing sit.u,:?.tion.,11

.Mr·.··P�r.-. Singh: 1rhlhat did he tell you of the gravity of the situation? 11 

Witness: 11He said that we required more men on the job • 11 

J,fr·.·�.p.}J;. Sirgh: 11But did he tell you that the city W2.S on f1.ro? 11 

:,fitnes-s: 11No, he said that houses 1:mre being burnt. 11 

I"fr .• ,,J?.]: ,. Singh: 11 How rn;iny men did you request to assist the police? 11 

�Jitness: 11 Tha t would be a matter for the G3.rrison Conun:rnder., I 

T!'Brely asked for aid, but he 7·/0uJ_d dec·ide on th& nwnb:::r to be 

sent. 11 

Mr. P .}I. Singh: 11 No,,J the platoon went up on the night of the 25th? 11 

Witness: 11 I think the second went up on the mornin:,; of the 26th. 11 

M:r .. � ... P.=.lt. Singh: 11/.t ,vour reque,'3t? 11 
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Witness: 

Witness: 

20 

"This was a matter for the Garrison Comin::tndcr, h1.1 wns ontiroly 

in charge, 11 

Singh: 11But' he must have had a request from somebody? 11 , 

ur do'} not know_ It never came to my know1Gd£�8 why n.nd. :,rho 

requested the men.,,. 

ur think rbjor Goodbody shouJ..d .,,hD 2.bla to cle:>.r that up. 11 

e.,,o � (..0,, "- l.-

1 1'Wha t system of cbnnection had you at Wismar? 11 

"Telephone and V .H.F. wireless. 11 

:[fr·;•iP·.}J,. Singh: 11 S• you were in clirect contact 1,1ith the Force Control?" 

Witness: "Yes • 11 

l'lir;,:·.P.}fa Singh: 11 The:se conversations with Mr. Hobbs, were they by telephone

or by tbe use of v.H.F. 'rTireless" 11 

Witness: 11 I c::>.n 1t �ive ,'J. direct answer to that, it misht have been by

both, 11 

Mr.;:.P.iT_; Singh: "Which would be more effective?" 

Witness: "�e." 

�.ir,;.,.,:P.-Ji]'; Singh: i;How did Hr: Isaacs get in touch '·Ji th you? 11 

'rii tnass: 11J3y telephone. 11 

I1r-. ·P.oN.� Singh: 11Now on the 24th how many reports of houses burnini:!; Nore !TlF,rfa 

to you? Were any repi,rts me.de to you? 11 

Wini:Bss: "I b:i.ve no record of houses bcinr; burnt .:1.t e.ny p:�rt of Wismnx." 

Mr.;,·PoN; Singh: 11When Mr. Isaacs spoke to you bv telephone on the �ftcrnoon 

of the 24-th, you s2.id you got in touch �,rith the G2.rrison 

Witness: 11 It wa.s on the 25th." 

Mr.,_.�:B.N: Singh: "I 'lm sorry-.,> Has it to reque:;t the assistance of the force[;?" 

Witness: 11Yes. 11 

Mr. ·P.N� Singh: "Did you communicate this to the Minister of Home f:.ff:iirs? 11 

Witness: 11 Yes, immediately ,3.fterw.:i.rds • 11 

Mr.··P.N·., Singh: !'.Now you SD.id that you wrote to the Minister of Home !..ff.:,.irs 

telling her of the position of tho situation at Wismar. Did 

she inform you that she 1•,as aware ofthe seriousness of the 

Witness: 

situation? 11 

11I cannot recall, I was submitting 2. m·�rning report. 11 

1-4.T-.'·.p ,1T,o Singh: 11Were :my of ;{our men who were on patrol ;rovided 1;1ith 

V .H.F. equipment'? ir 
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Witnesrn 11 'l'here w:�s no·wil-<3les8 at all ,"lt 1.Jism::i.r. 11 

Mr. P.N. Singh: 11 Now are your forces equipped with 1-Jalkio-tr.ilkies?" 

Witness: 11 I th ink we h,srve two or throe • 11 

Mr.,.P.-.N., Singh: "Where were they at the time of the disturbnnces?" 

Witness: 11They were on the West and East Coasts of !'lemerara. • I hc;::­

your pnrdon, I am not sure r;f the number, but we: l:11.ve not 

got many. 11 

fu-;,,,P.N:. Singh: 11 So there might be more than three? 11 

witness: 11Yes. 11 

Mr-.· P-.-m, Singh: "Thank you. 11 

Dr, Drayton: 

Witness: 

Dr, Drayton: 

ncommis9ioner Owen, you did hnve (3s Counsel for the Security­

forces h,::i.s so admirably expressed it) as it were a 11Cryst.<1l 

Ball 1 1 on the 23rd and you were able to preclict in your �'1.inutc 

to the Home Affairs Minister f:1irlv accurc\tely just what 

woulci he,ve happened at Wismar area. You s:1id, 11We both 

know h6w serious it would be for the sma.11 Indi:rn minorit;r 

at Wism�r if the Africans st�rted to re tali.ate there • 11 i:l:1�1.t 

was the basis of your predicti0n? 
��,"\,-A-

ltJh.;lt wns the ob...jc-et b�:tsis 

for this prediction? Was it the Security reports th.·1t you 

received from Wismar that enabled you to ma.kc this predic tiont 11 

11 rfy' prediction was based on the happenings of ·bho previous 

year. 11 

1 1Did you receive any Security reports on the 21st, 22nd or 

23rd about threats made against the tiny East Indian minority 

·"" ···--:...�
-= at Wismar? 11 

Witness: "No,. but I knew that tension was buildins up ;rnd there mi.1ht be 

danger. n 

Th:, Drayton: 

Witness: 

Dr. Drayton: 

W'itness • .: 

11 So there W'lS no Security- report that the incident at B1.1,'Cton 

was being used at T,,Tism,__qr either Rt private or at public 

meetin�s or with small groups of people on the road �s ir1citement 

to reprisal? 11 

1 1 I had no such Security report. 11 

11Was this minute of the 23rd based on any objective evidence 

.from Wiamar? 11• 

11 It was based on the previous hnppe nine;s of the previous year. 11 

Che
dd

i J
ag

an
 R

es
ea

rch
 C

en
tre



Dr,. Dra,yton: 
. :;

Witness: 

Dr. Dra,vton: 

Witness: 

Dr. Drayton; 

'I • . 
r· Witness: 

,·: Dr� Drayton: 

Mro Shepherd: 

Dr. Drayton: 

., 
Witness: 

Dro Drayton: 

Witress: 

) Dr. Drayton:

Witness: 

Dr. Drayton: 

22 

11Now on the morning of the 24th at about 8.30 a.m you 

decided in conference with Mr. Puttee� and a couple of other 

people that r.1 Compi:ny. of the Volunteers at Wism";J.r should b� 

embodided? 11 

11Yes 0 11 

"Are you ?..ware that although this f!'leeting took place at 

8.30 to 9.�o, it was not until 11.00 that the Officer 

comrnandini;: the �i.G. Volunteer F,:-,rce requested the partial 

embod.irnent of the Volunteers at Macken.2ie? 11 

11 I <lid not know that. 11 

11 That is the evJ.dence of Yiajor Langham that it was by that 

telephone call at 11 a.m that Colonel Defreitas authorised 

partial embodiment. Now, after ycur meeting did :•fr. Puttock 

get in touch with Major Langham?" 

11I don't know whether he got in touch with him. 11 

11 I am telling you. that he did. 11 

11 I -p.Jn l;!UTe t}:iat that is not the evidence. n 

11 'Ihis was presented as a statement to the Commission, and w:irtt 

I· am· asking is whether :Mr. Put tock had at any time on the Sunchy 

afternoon te,1a:,lyou that Major Langham considered that the whole 

of the volunteer force and not .iust twenty-four should b0 

embodied? 11 

11No, I wa.s .. with Mr. Puttock most of that day, and he said 

11 We come now to the night of the 2l1th. Did you ';it anytime 

receive a telephone call from Police Force Control about the 

rising tension in the Wismar/Christianburg area an:l that there 

were serious disturbances i...11 that area? 11 

11 I have no reoollec tion of any such meas age. 11 

11 Is it within your recollection that at sometime on the 2�.th 

around 10 to 11 o 1 clock Colonel King, Commander of the E.G. 

Garrison had received inforw.3.tion from Police Force Control 

about the disturbances at Wismar? 11 

11 It is possible, but I r1.on 1t recall it. 11 

ttDo you think Commissio.'J.er Owen
) 

that if Police Force Control 

h;:i,d on that Sunday received such reports, thn. t they rvould have 
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Witness: 

Dr. Drayton: 

Witness: 

Dr O Drayton: 

Witness: 

Dr. !)rayton: 

·Witness:

Dr t Drayton:

1,Ji tness t 

Dr• T)rayton: 

Witness: 

Dr. Drayton: 

·Witness;

Dr. Drayton:

Witness:

Dr. Dra,vtom 

23 

got in touch with you immediately, you beinr, the Commissioner? 

11That is so. 11 

11Although you cannot recollect it, if I tell you th,?.t Coloml 

Robert King gav0 evidence before u:J, stating that on that 

night on the 24th, he receivnd information from Police Force 

Control that there were disturbances at Wismar/Christi.::mbw.·g. 

You wou.ln say that � you prob.:i.bly did r.:et this information? 11 

11 It is possible. 11 

11Do srou lmo1,J that Colonel R. Kitlf!. considered that the report 

he had from Police Force Control on the ni�ht 24th, to be so 

serious that he placed one Platoon of the �evon and �orset 

Regiment on or.e hour's standby notice as from 5.30 a.m on 

tb.e 25th May? 11 

11 I don.'t know this, but it is hip.:hly probable, I have no r0ason 

to doub.t it at all. 11 

11 Is it normal that c·olonel King and yourself work.,d in pretty 

close collaboration? 11 

11We always did • II 

11So is it not probable th.at he did tell you that? H. h.:1.d put 

one platoon of troops on one hour 1 s standby notice as from 

11 I don 1 t know if he told mo at the time, bnt he cert,iril.v told 

me the followinr.r 0.ay •" 

11Let u; come now to t.he 25th. I want to ask vou a question 

which had been asked to ,vou in a sli?'htlv diffe:t'ent way just 

now. T.lid you have complete confidence in Superintendent Hobbs 

as a Police Officer? 11 

11 I he,ve indeed • 11 

11lmd again, did you have complete confidence in Superintencient 

Hobbs I ability to assess the sitmtion on the spot? 11 

111 have complete confidence in his ability • 11 

11Is he less experienced than Inspectpr Isaacs? 11 

� � V""'--\ 
"Yes. Inspector Isa.1cs has had � experience than him. Mr. 

Isa':lCS has served throuchout t!-i.e disturbances. 11 

11 No1-r, when· Mr. Hobbs telephoned you, ·or ·spoke to you en the 
.l . 

V .H.F. equipment at Wismar? 11 1 ._ .A , 
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Witness: 

Dr. nrayton: 

Witness: 

Dr• Drayton: 

Witness: 

Dr. :Jrayotn: 

Witness; 

Dr. T>rayton; 

Witness: 

Dr, Drayton: 

24 

11 No, not at Wism.r1r ",t Macln�nzie. 11 

1111.nywav he spoke with you about 8 • .30 on the 25th? 11 

11Not· with me, with t1r. Puttock. 11 

11And you heard at second hand from Mr. Puttock, tho.t the 

awful prediction yon had m.,.-:ide had co·•e true. Wlv1t 0x:.<,ctJ.y 

did he tell you about the situation at Wismar? 11 

11 I cannot recollect what he told me • 11 

11Well you must have had some kind of a reportp What c'id Hr. 

Put tock tell you? 11 

�!I··cannot··recollect :�hat be· told me, but the report was -�o the 

effect that there was burning �nd lootin'3 at ':!isma.r. 11 

11Did he tell you that there was widespread loot in,/ and ar:c:on? 11 

11I cannot recall precisely but h • did say that it was a .serious 

situat..i.on. 11 

11You must h<1ve said to yourself/ 11Gnod ;,r"lci0us, the prediction 

that I had nnde tc the· ?-t) .. nis-t?er of Home r.ffairs he.s come true. 11 

Witness: • 11 Possibly'. 11 

Dr. •Drayton; -� 11And you must-,hc1ve heen terribly rrrievod that this prediction 

Witness: 

))r. Drayton: 

Witness: 

Dr. Drayton: 

Witnessi 

Dr. -Draytcn:­

Witness: 

Dr. Drayton: 

had come true. Why didn 1t :T'JU :,lct on the ba.sis of t.he reports 

given to you directly hy :-'lr. Hobbs, :me immedi:cttely takt, 

advanta;re of the dele::::2 tion of :1 uthori ty with re12:c1.rds t,,, tn.e 

calling in of British Troops o Why didn 1 t you im:necliately think 

of doi.,rg this? Did Hr. Hobbs tell,_you that he required more 

ire n on the ground? 11 

�at is so ., 11 
� 

�\,._c,-r-
"Did you thl.nk that the c�o"

J
of the Volunteer

woulc:'l have been �J.dequate? 11 l 

11Yes • 11 

11 It seems to me as thou<:h an nsso.ssmcnt harl been marfo b:i· ,, man 

on the ;:;pot? 11

11 It is a question of priority. 11 

11How long c1 id it t::1ke you to have the 'lir-craft standing by? 11 

11.J.1.bout 11 o 1 clock. 11 

·--�.,, 
I •:,,�I ( 

'!'So' the, troops could have beenJthe·re by midday?
·�·.r; ;? 

Owen did the Ministe·r of Horr.e Aff;irs i'#q.i,\�s'�. you to ask fdr� -. . . 

the physical interven;tion of British troops at Wismar? 11 
·r,'.;:,; '(I 
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Witness: 

Dr. Drayton: 

Witness: 

Dr. Drayton: 

Witness: 

:r)r. Dr2.yton: 

Witness: 

Dr. J)rayton: 

Witness: 

•· Dr. Drayton:

. , . 

Witness: 

Dr. Drayton: 

Witness: 

Dr. nrayton: 

Witness: 

nr. ;)rayton; 

Witress: 

Dr. Drayton: 

Witness: 

Dr. Drayton: 
'i 

Witness: 

::lr. Drayton: 
.. 

., 

25 

"It was an expression. on opinion, not a request." 

11 It was a firm expres�;ion of opini,,n by the Home Affairs 

Minister. Why ciidn 1 t you ;,.ct?" 

1 'Bec.tJ.use we had different opinions • 11 

11So the 'Minister rn:ide n su.--r:estinn 1nd vou. stUl sn.y- it �-:rts 

an exore,sio� of opinion? 11 

11We had to be certain before �•Je nct.e!,� 

"Suppose the request from :·'rs. J0.1:.:,n in her capacity as 

Minister of Home Affairs had been written rather th11n oral, 

Would you have acted?" 

"Yes. 11 

"When you sent the Assistant Commissioner Isaacs into the area 

to assess the situation, i;-1hat did you expect Mr . Isa::1cs to ,�o?" 

11r expe� ted him to view the situation on the spot and report. 11 

.11When he telephoned you at 3 o 1 clock do you lrn01·1 if he hcvJ. 

discussed the situation with Mr. Hobbs, 11 

"I do- not kno,;·. 11 

• 11Dicl vou receive nmr reDort from Nr. Robbs or ·my other officer? 11 

11 I cannot -,ersonally recall =1.nv messa1<,es • 11 

11If Mr. i!itbbs was �t Wism�r would ht;? have been aw'lrC of the,

rapid built.I up of the situation?"

"He would have been on the scene . 11 

11Commis�ioner Oi,en could· you tell the Commission how rrnny years

experienc� in the Force ]\'fr�. Ho�bs has?"

"I cannot say off hand, I believe he has about three years
... 

eJ-..'})erience as a.gazetted officer."

11 Has he any military CA'})Grience? 11 

11 Not to my knowledge • 11 
• ..

·-... 
11Would_ you say Commissioner Owen, that in the long r\m when

you decided to ask for the physical intervention &'}othe British 
�� 

Troops that )TOU nade this decision on a second \c.i..ad assessrr:ont 

of the sitn.ati.on? rt �-

"Not at aJ.l. 11 

"I am not sure whether I have tn.."3.de myself cle;;ir but ·r will try· 

again. When I �aid second hand, I me'lnt th<tt the observ<i.ti6ns 

which were paased on to you by Mr. Isaacs • .. ere not first hand. 
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[!.:.. .. �- .. I):cayton: 
'•I 

• 

·Witness�

Dr� Draytom 

Witness; 

;,,Dr 0�Dray:.ton: 

. .. 

'i,,.' 
' . \,' . . � 

Witness: 
·'•

•• t' 

.... -.... ��1•------•""»•--.. -·""''·· .. --------------

1 J \ 

Langha_m. and Mr. Hobbs, and 'on the. bns is· of. -this, he. tolepbonod 

,cJ.rrl asked that the British Troops be sent up.· Would.you not 

call this SeC )nd hand information? II 

11Not at all!' ,• .

urn the ·� 
Mro Hobbs .m,1kin.J An as'sessm�nt 6i;.'morning there ,,,as 

the situ,qtion and/passing this information to· you ., This W::t8

a first hand assessrrent of tl:ID situation, qnd ��. Hob�s

continued. sendinp.: situation reports to Force Control ,thro ughout

the day. B1.1.t when Mr. Isa;:i.cs '•1ent tr� there he 'did .. not· :,1..-:1.ke a \._ 

first hand :?.Ssessment of thP. sit�tion, he -zot his .information 

from Mr 0 Hobbs :md Ma,ior· Lan,:zham <tnd then passed it ci.p t6 yo:u? 11 

11Yes. but he was on the snot :,rnc• co11lc'l t.,.::ive rn··,de obse:r'·vntirms 

for himself • 11 
• ' 

11He could not find !'fajor L:i.n["ham :::n(.'l Superintendent .Hobbs 'in 
t 

.Mackenzie, but he found them in Wisrn:-,r o r::ot th0m in the Pol:foe 

.Station and t.alked with them but he did not see anythiru:: for 

himself except perhaps some smolw b the air. He only ,': i:.W the 

situation in the Police Station? 11 

.llHe had seen a number of refugees. II 

"But coulon 't this informEttion h·we 0een �iv0n to you b;r Nr. 

Hobbs? I am.,tryim to- get .�t the bottom of 1,1h�,r �r0n thoue;ht 

'it neeessary to seed up tlssistant Com'Tlissiomr Isa"'cs :1t . 

1ifismar t.9 'Jll3.ke. aq on the �p
,.
ot_ inves�_;i.p:'1�ion '1hen

1 

,v-ou h·�n..· 
' ,,,,, � •' � ,, .. 
an e.xoerienced Police· 'Of',ficer on the. spot :1.nd in· the th io.k 
,. '· 

co!(llT!unication with Force Control, 

. .. .. 
' • • • • • • ·- ....... ,., ........ •"\tJ:.:1.� .... �·•,vv�.-.•••---�--- •· • 

Che
dd

i J
ag

an
 R

es
ea

rch
 C

en
tre



',•' . ,, 

;)r. Draytoni 

•·

1
,1Jitness: 

27 

But 1111 ho could have seon w.:,u, whF.tt.w:1:s ,:iroun:l th0 Police , 

Station and t�k of his assessm.0.nt would

on the basi;i

1

he had he:n'Cl from M':ljor Langham 

Hobbs? 11 

have been made 

.1.ncl Super int,,, ndo n.t 

11What he gave me was a .first _h::tnd ::tp?raisal and one of t!10 

means of getting the informa.tion was by talking to polic::e o� 

o-- o(d-(,/1.A�:._c,1., the spot. 11 

�\- �e-- ll-u Q, 
i'1r o McDonald: 11You mentioned that at the Security 9ounc:iJ. meeting of the 

Witness: 

Mr... McDonald: 

Witness: 

J\'Ir • McDonald: 

Witness; 

. _, •• � :=,.=..�a., 

Mr. McDonald: 

• _,fr tness:

\. Witness: 

Mr�. McDonald: 

25th Colonel DeFreitas was tho re, but h8 told us in his r-f•Tidence 

that he did not attend a mt'<.;tinr; before t)·,c 28th or 29th of 

Ma,v. Now o.re srou de-finite th.'.l. t he was there? 11 

"I may be wrong but I know that he r,,1.me to � rneetini about ·:-,he 

Wismr'.lr disturbances • 11 

11 Now ·..rith respect to the viol2nce ::ind r1etermin::i.tion c,f ths 

looters· would ,vou have receivefl ''.nV reports from your :.,ub­

orcinate officers at l"i::tclrnnzio?'' 

11 I was not on the scene but I received reports of the rlam2.ce. 11 

11 0ne problem is t!··at W€= h,:,_v<:: cvideD.ce of a cross section o.f' both 

the Volunteer Force and the Palice Force who were on t,;,G s1�ot 

and we i·,hiri{ that the Hei;-tht of the i-)Vi<knce is th,ctt none of 

them actually enw "the. looters• So it would b0 assessmtm{; by 

th�m rather than obsorvation? 11 

11My infor.t11r.1.tion is that a.no loo;ter was shot dead by the Police, 

but on no occasion did tke:l b.ave to break up a crowd • 11 

110n this mattn:r of requests by the Administration or b::r the 
.:fh.,-� 

off�al5 of the Police Force for assistance of the British 

Troops ,,,hat ch.,,nnel i:-.roulcl the Council of 11; ni.sters take in 

maki� SL�eh a request?" 

11 Normally the 'f !·! ow.cl ask the Governor. 11 

"Who would be the officer or member of the Council of Ministers 

respo�ible for takin:�; this net ion? 11 

"Normally the Minister of Home Aff:i.irs • 11 

"Prior td :May the 25th a memorandwn came from the Minist.ar of 

Home Affairs requestin<:; ,vou to take thG initiative in reqnest­

ing -the British Force asnistarice. Hnve you :in? recollection 

of this?.11 
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Ir 

,I' 

.. 

J 

i. 

Hr., l-1..cDonald;
' 

\ . 
• :t ·-�

-�

Witness:

Nr • HcDonalc.;

Witpess:
..,, • ' 

Mr, McDon.:,+d:
(, 

;..ii tress;

Witness:

r'ir o McDonald,

Witness: 

(. .. 

Chair.rn.-:1.11: 

.}Jitness:

f'
Che. i-rman: 

Witness:

2U 

:re:i;41��L � .ttnthority-• 11 

�'.l\t acy� ttie Mini.Ster> of Home .t.ff'-'.:Ll.·:1 cc·ul,:' h-:1.vv c;t:-.pe:rr:.ec:ed

.th;i-3? 1\

11Yes • 1� 
.1 ' . •• 

�-
'\Have you ctn'.r knff·:leclge :c.t all of 3.;1;-;r r,;:,�·1e:·t g.r:,:1::.. b 0r the
. ·a 

i'-1iniste:r of Harre 1,ffairs on ·t,h'= :�.uthor:i.�;:: cX- -�,he Jot,:·.,;·.:..l ,.ii:·

��You are I suppose !113.dc: aw:-:h of all sa-:: ... :i•j_�'f :r::::'.:.·sc:r.s j_n ·;-:,).2. ,: · 
colmtry of British Guia!k,. At "'.nr t.:i;:n .::<·t.:.:: : :,'.'._,· :��r-:·, - ··.r: c �.-;·,

be1:n in::itinr-: the JJP,ople at Wis!'l:".r? :,

"Yes I h -:.,d kno--lec'l.i:se. 11 

·,, 
"This woulr ·havA its so1.1rce : .. n the :-'i:;!1n--:- Pr:-:.·(:.- :� ::--:';ion .--.: -;:,:·, .

D1v1sioml Police St::!tion. 11 

detention was !Mde on the bn.sis o!: sue,: r,,pr•·,-t.:, n

been t�n. 1t 

all you:r movement-s on the
1.-

c1ay hav-i.ng rer;<!r<l to �,rha t

Control room· that day? 11 

25th r-�q�r, �mt it is ·�X:'. iJnpor�.*7.n•:�

occured o i•rere :,on in t.h0 F6.rce

the meeting at the Ministry of Home !Sf1irs i.r. the afternoon,-"

11!1Jere vou at the .Force Control room '?,°'.; any time'? 1
1 

11 No1 I did not think it 1-ins necessary. 11 
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... 

Ohn.u·trJ.:J.m 

Jo. i 

Witness: 

Chairman: 

Witness: 

Chairman: 

Witness: 

Chairman: 

Witness: 

Chairman: 

Witness: 

Chairman: 

� 
Chairman: 

there ,-ras disturbances on the West Coast and East Co.:1st an::\ :1 

little in Georgetown on Fric1:iy. With respect to thes<:: r�,ports 

iri the morning of the 25th serious trouble at· Wis111.D.r, we:i:·c ;rou 

in constant contact with the Force Control or did tb�;r have to 

contact 701.1? 11 

"They- contacted me .,nd I T,:as a.v1ilnble all the ti.me." 

11Wha t ti.me in the m0rnimr were •rou o.va ilable? 11 

11 All morning . 11 

11You see thare is evidence that th� Minister of Home :.S:f>irs 

tried to contact you 1.t about 11.30, but she .could not. She 

spoke to Mr. Puttock .J.nc'I. I c-rnnrJer if you recE:ived that mes,�'.'!ge?" 

"I have no record of such mes3::i.ge, but I W,"ls c1ro1.1nd �,:1.dquAtcrs 

all morning • 11 

"You had expressed an opinion in :� letter dat8d 23rd H:.1y; to •. 

the Home Minister, in which you predicted that there might h.we 

been tvouble at Wis:mar a�cl it wou.ld have been ver,v bad for the 

minority' population there. Taking into considc�ration th:-tt 

prediction plus the situation reports of Mr. Hobbs :1t 8.30 -:rid 

throur�:hout the morning of this 25th, and the opinion expr�sccd 

by the Minister of Home h'fairn, vou still thonffht it best to 

awa. it the report of Mr. Isaacs? 11 

·s t'fYes, \1'-iisl the accepted procecl.ure of the r,rm,y anc1 Pol\cG ·:nil

it was neces11.-�r�r to tah.e into account -:tll the factors o ·•Tf1 

were warned about the trouble at i:,Jismar 3.lready, but we �L"\d 

already- t,:1.ker: into accout the trouble there • 11 

11 Now taking all the factors into consider;ition, plus the 

report and probably other reports still the Force was not 

strengthened? 11 

11 They were strengthened by the Volunteers. 11 

11You still think that your action was ri:;ht in not sending 

British Troops right aw,1y? 11 

rtYes • 11 

11Before the llrmy was sent to i,fest Coast was anyone sent to 

the ar-ea? 11 
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.. 
r;.,--' an average of every bro da,ys. 11 

Chairman: 

Chairman: 

W'itness: 

Chairme.n: 

Witness: 

Chairman: 

Witness; 

Chairman; 

Witness, 

Chairman: 

Chairman: 

JVlr• Shepherd; 

Witness: 

W:itress: 

:_ : ... flrt ,Shepherd:

·., witness:

Mr, Shepherd:

"With respect to transporation wns any reque;-;t m:1dc to th£.; 

Governor that the mo_tter was serious at Wismr 2.Dd you 

required the i.mmediate ::,se of a plane? 

11Demba Bawci te Company provided ::i plane .f.'or i'fir. Iso.D.CS. 11 

1rwhat ti.me was the plano made av a Hable? 11 

11 I cannot remember, I thidc th2.t at 11 ci 'clock thn ,Dnkotc,. W:\S 

available and 'lt e.bout 1 o'clock Mr. Isa ,,_cs left 0'.'�le • 11 

11So the Dakota was :nadG avr.,i13.ble at 11 o 1 clock. Hr.s it mod 

by Mr. Isancs? 11 

"No, it. was used by- the British Troops l".ter in tlw d2:y-." 

11 In the course of y-our evic1ence .vou s-:,_id •..........••••.•. 

Consirl::rinr; tb.8 numbers indulFin::'. in ."lctivities :it that. time 

did :rou get 2. report as to !-:01,1 :"1'1ny- people were inrl.uli:irw, 

,in all activities? 11 

1tNot in actual numbers, but the proportion ,,1.:1s high." 

11 In •-1hat activity? 11 

11 In breakine of shops ·rnd settin? fire to houses. 11 

"This report th2. t you r:·ot from the Police at Wismar, c�k it 

contain any inforrnation thc1t people were seen bre:.king into 

shops?·11 

11Yes, 11 

11 Thank you. 11 

11 It is the accepted procedure u.su,:1lly to ;-n-1.-:tit thr� rc!port of 

a senior officer sqit eArlier to .::i_ppr:tise a situatioo'Z- 11 

11You \cneT, thnt he could ,ret i.n touch T,d.th you by tGlephon<:,? 11 

11Yes, we had a oreferenti.al telephone line on that day� 11 

11A t 11 • o 1clock a :)akota :,1-"1s available? 11 

11Yes� maybe b:ifore 11· n 1clock� 11 

11At, 2 p1m there w.,s a ;neetin:; ·.,ith the G':'.rrison Cornm2.r:::-lHr o.nd 

the meeting lasted·. unt:i1 .J.pproxi.mately ten minut8s to 3 .. o· 1 clock 

and by 3 o 1clock, ten minutes :: �ter the ::ict.journnimt, the 

appraisal carrB throu,.;h: from Mr. Isa;i.cs? • B,v h .JO the r:12 toon 

at Atkinson was tole:. to move. They had alre<'.dY been in 

\. 
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Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Mr. Shepherct: 

Witness: 
... 

Hr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr. Sh0pherd: 

Witness; 

I'.:r• Shepherd: 

Wit:r.ess: 

Mr_, Shepherd: 

• Witness:

Nr. Shepherd:

','lfi tness: 

Hr. Shepherd: 

Witness:· 

, Mr .• �hepherd: 

JJ. 

re11dinoirn eiorne twelve hour::i boforo? •'"So thl.\.t thr-• t:i.nio l::w 

Between your receiving the appraisal from Mr. Isa·,cs :url the 

order to tho Bl'itish 'l'roops to move was under t,wo hours? 

11Yes.11 

11 Now lookirr_;; back ,,1ould you sny without ruinit1:-; ::-.11 the u.r,u.,11 

procedural steps that the ti.'!le la;,; could h;:i.ve been reduced?" 

11 I do not 'think so, but I am not qualified to speak, I think 

th:t t the time lag was re•asonable • 11 

11So there T,ms no break down in tl,A communication system?" 

11No::s1:; ... :i l. services were alright. 11 

"Transport services were alright? 11

"Yes, the delay in the :Qakotc. W'.:lS in fact a semi 3.r:.'<'cngem0nt 

to enable the troops to go to f·hckenzie, other1·1ise tl:le,v t:JotD.d 

have had_ to go by river or road.· It was an arrangement with 

the E.G. Airways. 11 

11 Now it seems from the evidence that the date of the pro­

clamation of -1 State of Eme!'p.:ency by His Excellency the 

Governor was on Friday c.,nd there were troops being flown out 

from the U.K. on the S�turday troops which in fact took p;1rt in 

quellinf the disturb:rnces?" 

11I thin.'k: it 1.s f{-1.ir for me to put it to yon that probably if' 

the Proclam1tion of 8 St��e 

earlier the whole situ.?.tion 

of �mer�ency had come a month 
� 

might hAve been somewh::it �1iff'erent 

so f2. 3S the deployemnt of policeroon :rnd trooos were concc:.·nect'?' 1 

11We wouJ.d have h:1d more troops nv.J.ilable. 11 

"I think your difficulty was the lack of ;ivail.1.bilit,v of police 

arrl troops • 11 

"Lack of avnilab:ility of rnan-power. 11 

"If the Council of Ministers had advised his Excellency the 

Governor earlier, the situation might have been different?'' l 
"It mirtht not have needed the 2nd Battalion ;;::�rs�,� 

�- � �
croffils.i' 

11What was the naroo of that Bz.ttalion?" 

"The Batt:::ilion of the Queen's Own Buff:;, Tlevonshi:re and Dorset. 11 

11When did they 3.rrive? 11 
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Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd; 

Witness: 

Mr, Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Mr, Shepherdi 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Dr• Drayton: 

Witness: 

Dr I Drayton: i; 

11 Is it true that the CouncU of Ministers ·.;ere, b1:!ing urF,�ed 

prdior to the 21.st May to give the necessary advise to Eis 

Ex�ellency the Governor'? 11 

11 I myself ur��ed the i'-iinisteJ: of Home !.ff":lirs to -:ic1vise �I:i.s 

Excellency • 11 

11Constitutionally 1,�as it not pos:oible for H:Ls Excells;nc.sr to 

declare n St'l.te of EmergE.:ncy? 11 

11Yes, but he had to ba 2.dvised • 11 

IITflhcn did you first the Ninistsr th.-.t the Council 

should 2dvise the Governor to cleclD.re a St,1t,e of r.:m<irgency? 11 

11 Just b-=,fore the "1lismar disturbances." 

1180 the Minister or Council ,,f' l'linis ters 1-i.e.d been :idvised 

before ViayZ 11 

11 I had done so verbally." 

11When did you first ,'lr'.vise the Ninister in convArsation? 11 

11Probnbly the ber:;innin;_; of May, 1,ihen thin•;;s r,1ere getting 

serious on the West Coast." 

1 'i-Jho would be in char,re of transport arrane8ments ·for British 

Troops during the State of Emergency? 11 

11'1'!1at would be a matter fOi.' tho G.<1rrison Cor.n:mder. 11 

11So that when the G.9.rrison C,;.m;n:1nder puts a pl,toon on nn 

hour 1s fJ'ta:ndby notice ho 1rotuc1 hilVG to himself rr.:c.lce all 

n::?cessary tr,3nsport nrrangi::ments for t),em to move? 11 

.
-�

Witrieis"s:
.=---

--- 11He 1-rnu_lc hwe to." 

v.fitness: 

Dr .- Drayton: 

Witness; 

Dr• Drayton: 

kno•T if he had 'll"lr1o any ::irr'1nf:P.'l'lcnts ifor their t,ra:-isport 

to Wismar? 11 

11 I do not know, but hvo obvious ways to Wism3.r ,-:tre by road 

on the !fackenzie trail and by bo.1t alon�-: the Demerar<l River. 11 

11Would he not have had to make more expe<lit.ious transport 

arrangements? 11 

�1 I do not know·, what I do k1:ow is tha t, 6Very Platoon has to 

make its own transport arr a; 1:,:eme nts • 11 

"So that we could asst.me Commissioner O\,Jen that Colonel KLYJG 
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·witness:

Dr. T.:lrayton: 

Witness: 

Dr. Drayton: 

Witnesc; 

Dr. Drayton: 

Witness: 

Dr. Drayton: 

Witness: 

them to Iv!ack0nzie?" 

11S0 that on the morning of the 25 t.h ·tt :i.bout 8.::w to 9 b 1 clock 

•,;hen Suparintcr!rlent Hobbs spc;>kc to .vou ".bout t.he situci.tion, if 

you h.:10 decider1 then that vou •.nnted British Troops thci·r c:oulc' 

h:=ive m:1.r:l.e their ':m'f to ·;isrnar. In short I 3.m su�rgestin� th:Lt o 

the question of the Dakota !"lot be 1.n?' rea11v is not re::illy 

relevant. The troops h2.d been sto.ndinv by since 5 ,3o a.m -�nrl 

I feel that transport '1'1USt have been av:1ilable to convey the 

troops if the gravity of the situation had be''n no t.ed? 11 

"Yes, I imaFine so • 11 

11So that in the lonr; run the delay in s-:!nding British Troops 1-1as 

simply because ,vou c.id not consicler the 0:1 the spot invcstig:1tion 

made by.Nr. Hobbs to be adequate. You had no confidencr, i.n Nr. 

Hoobs? 11 

11 I had '<;Very confidence in Hobb� but he is o. junior.· offic�,r 

a:,,d I w . ..,.nted the assessment of a senior off:i.ct1r. 11 

''Do you '1.f;re':) that the do.lay w::i.s b,::c-?.use voti ctic-1 not h.::i.ve 

confidence in '.-fr. Eobbs 1 1.ssessment of the situation?" 

HHe 1,Jas not in my .iudgen'l'2nt sufficiently experienced c.nd I did 

not accept W,assessment. I ,,!anted a senior man to look 0ver 

the situation a.ncl. report o • I e.ccepted t!lat there w:i.::; ourninp -- � 

and looting, but I wished to kno�, the extent of it the. t is

11At 8.30 Superintendent Hobbs warned you through Mr. Puttock 

. �ut the potentialities of th'J sj_tuation. No':1, \,;hen he sent 

you the report (second h:md) the potentialities of the situation 

had fllready developed. So that on<-' ,m,,ld be forced to ask the 

question 1-1hy you did not t-:lli:C into accotmt the potent,i.:,.l ex­

plosiveness of the situation at 8.JO on the mornine of the 

25 th'Z II 

l!That ,vas tak"'n into accourit :rncl the rest of t,!-\e Volunte·�r 

Force W'\S emborlied f'orth�Jith to c1 �a1 with the sitLJ .. :ttion o 11 

·-· - -·----
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·counB0lc

Witness;

Counsel:

Witn3ss:

Counsel:

Witness: 

Chairman: 

Witness: 

COlu1sel: 

Witness: 

Counsel: 

l1Titness: 

3h 

Lionel Pu.ttook being ewoi·n in r.md �tntes :.t3 follwos:-

IIYour full name is . 11-

11What are you. 1 1 

1114,ssistant Commissioner.,1 P � Ct... 

ucan you recnll any discussion with the Commission of Police 

on Sunda.v 24th of May at about 8.30 a.m of the Wismar, 

Mackenzie Christianburg situation. What wqs the cisture of that 

discussion? 11 

11 I discussect with Assistant Superintendent 1ff/. Hobbs to the 

partial P.mbociiment of the volunte,r force at Mackenzie to 

assist the police i.n patrolling the Wisr.nr area. 11 

11 You were on duty at Force Control in Geori?;etown?" 

rt.I was n,_ot at Force Control had I r;one to speak to the 

Commissioner • 11 

111.nd • so this instruction passed on to Mr. Hobbs?"

11Yes, nt about 9.30 a.m on Sunday the 2hth I again spoke to

Yu-. Hobbs on the telephone -'1nd I told him that permission h,J.d

been i;iven for the embodiment of twenty-four members of i·,:�1e

Volunteer Force at Mackenzie. 11 

11.A.rrl approximately at about 8.JO '1.m on Monday, 25th of M-3.y,

Did you h:we o.ccasion to s-pettk to Mr. Hobbs :,wnin?"

11 He spoke to me on the telephone, e..nd tole me that the 

-- • • ·.:=-=-=-:, situation had deteriorated and asked my- DP-rmission to ernbn,ly 

the remainder of the the compa�y of the Volunteer F0rce at 

MaQkenzie-. 11 

C ounse:J.; 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd; 

Witness: 

Counsel: 

Witness:-

11Did ,vou confirm this with fujor L:mgh;:tm? 11 

11I confirmed with Mr. Hobbs shortly afterw.'.'lr<is that. per:nission 

had been given for total embodiment ., " 

11At what time was that?" 

11Between. 8.30 and 9.30. 11_ 

llYou told Mr. Hobbs that policemen should accompany m0mber.s of 

the force wherever possible?" 

1ion Sunday; the 24th of Nay, I told him as this had been the 

system we had been using on the West Coast of DerrBrara. 11 
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Counsel: 

Witness: 

Counsel; 

Witness: 

Counsel: 

iiitness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

'·'ii tn[ Ev L,..,- (A 

C.Ouns H.: 

Witness; 
� D � ,� L.....r J.

-Co�� 

Witness; 

f • �-i,:cf-' 
�: 

Witness: 

the 25th of Mw? 11 

J;i 

11 T ['.'ave instructions for thG ,,rh0J 0 of the comp:rn;r to he 

embodied nt �hcl.cenzie . 11 

111,t 9.30 a.m on Monoe.y morning the 25th of M:w (1 j.r1 you sc.:1• 

Mr. Isa..._cs? 11 

11Yes, in my- office. 11 The Corrnnissioner of Police w;s a.lso

present ::J.nd it, w�s decided to send Nr. Isaacs to assess t.h1; 

situation at Wj..amar. 11 

11.A,t about 1 p,m on tho 25th of M.'ly you sr.i.w Y!r. Bhoodoo of th0 

Guyane. Airway.3 Coro ore.. tion? 11 

11 I didn't S(k him. He ·t-1:,luY,)honed to say that a Dakota '1J.�;3 

standing by at .!'.tkinson Field to fly the troop roinforc.emc,nts. 11 

11/i.fter·you spoke to i'1r,. Hobbs to inform him t.hY�, the ,,,holiJ 

of the �omri,:iny should be embo0.ier1 A.t Mackenzie, r�ic1 vou ::ne�k 

with H1.;ior Lanr;h.:-1.m? 11 

11 No. 11 

for the Dakota to stan�.by? 11 

11 I personally r] idn I t m2.k2 it. 11 

11 I thought that· you•:.mantioned at 1 !J.m? 11 

'!That was tLe ti.me when Mr. Booc1hoo telephonecl to S'.1.'· i·,iJ,qt 

the plane WEis available. Lqtor that afternoon the Guynnn 

:- ·11mrays telephoned m:' aui.in to i:: nq uire th.,: t:i.m.e :.1. t whic :,. 

the -:tircraft would be :-equircd. I c�rnncit recollect wh·,t. time, 

but it was around 2.30 ri.m. 11 

11Did you a-peak ,·1ith Major L:rn(.:harn on Sunclny
3 

tho 24th? 11 

11 I have no recollection if I spoke to him on t.h0 24th. 11 

Hr. P. N .Singh: 11He spoke to you on Sund2.y, the 24th of �hy, I hc1v0 a 

Witnes-s: 

Dr. Dre.yton: 

recorrl of that, and he 2.rl.vised you that t�vent,v-four me:1 ''1'ere 

inadequate to i4eal with the situation. He vlvi.sed against 

p.wtial emboi:l irre nt - he ':l3.S of the opinion that the '•Jh ,13

company 1 officers and men should be emboc1ied? 11 

"Major L 0.ng-ham mver told me that. 11 

11Mr .• Puttock, you did not s0eak to Mr. M1�or L-3.ngham on
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Dr. Drayton: 

Witnes,,: 

Dr ,r Drayton: 

Witness: 

D:r t Drayton: 

Witness: 

Dr, Drayton; 

Witness-: 

Dr, Drayton: 

Wit.n8ss: 

Dr• Drny:ton. 

36 

Sund�� 2h�?'1l . 
. h JL: vv-- • 

. • . nb 0MJ.,� l 11Itcarmcrt. ·reml!1 er.-1 

11Did you recollect TVIr. Hobbs S-':'.ViTIJ? ;tnything to you ::ibont the 

ina.deq11ac,y- of twenty-four men' 0f the Volunteer force on ·.:.he, 

24th M:1y? 11 
tr---� 

11Mr. • Puttock, ·,iere you ,�t I.Poree Control on Sunday ni:-ht, 2ht,h 

11Did you receive any information while y-ou were there nbout 

disturbances at Wisl'l1:lr/Christianburg? 11 

11On Sunday; did you have any discussion with Colonel King, 

Commander of 1;he B .G. Garrison? 11 

11 I carufot remember." 

'fDid vou know Colonel King had received information from PJlic& 

Foree C::ontrol on the Snndav ni�ht about 10.30 concerning the 

situc"'.tion 2.t ·vi.sm.qr :=tnd th;:,_t, l:e consirlered the nows to be so 

serious, that he.::pla.ced one plat1:,on of troops on st.:,.ndby :from 

S .30 o-m on the 25th of 1·r...1y? Din vou know anvthing ::ibout this 

at all?" 

11 No, nothing at all." 

11When JV'rr, Hobbs told you on th8 t,Jl•3;.>hon0 oh· that morninz of the 

25th of May at about 8.30 ti-w.t serious c'.i3turb2.nces hr10 er·uoted 

·� at Wis mar were you surprised? 11 

Witness: 

Dr• Draytom 

Witness: 

Dr, Drayton; 

Witness! 

Dr.• Drayton: 

Witness: 

11Did you know that on the 23rd of May your Cormnis.sioncr bod 

warned the Mini.stl.1r of Homu !�£'f,::,d.r-s :i.bout +he pos-:: ib:Llity <::J:' rm 

att::i.ek on the tiny Incli.an minority at Wismar? 11 

11 I saw a copy of that minu:oo •'' 

"Now, on. that morning it was ·"M.r. Hobbs to whom you P.:,::,.ve 

permission _to embody the rest of the Volunter.>r force? 

11Yes, on. the Monday. 11 
.. 

''vl?.s l'ti:r. ,Hobbs quite satisfied with this total embodiment to 

deal wi tb. the situ:1tion t"1.;1t had developed th,t mor"1im>;? 11 
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Dr� Druytont 

... ./ Dr, Drayton: 

'[.Jitness; 

Dr .. DraytoN; 

Witness: 

Dr. Drayton: 

Witness: 

Dr. Dray.ton: 

Witress: 

Dr. !)rayton: 

37 

0D1.d he SUB/:1:"'at then thnt British Troops might h.0 oooess::1.ry?" 

"No Sir. 11 

1 'Do you know that al though it was; shortly after 8 .3 0 on t.he 

25th that you confirmed with Mr. Hobbs the totd embodimGnt 

of the Volunteer force, it 1rr0.s not until 11 a.m that Major 

Langham received a telephone call from Colonel DeFreitas 

authorising cmnpJ..ete embodiment?" 

"I am un.aw�re of this, but I assumed that Mr. Hobbs h�d spoken 

to him before that day at 8.30. 11 

"What exac�ly did Mr. Hobbs se..v to you on the telephone 2. t 8 .3 0 

that morning? How did he describe the situation?" 

11As far as I ccm remember the s it\E.tion, he said the.t it w:�.s 

deteriorating ,md there were fires, and it appeared as if th8 

fires were spreadirg and there was some looting." 

"Did he tell you that it looked as if the E:rnt Indian minority 

w::;s in serious danger? 11 

11 No Sir, he didn't mention this to me. 11 

11He;didn 1t mention thnt there were reports of b2.c:tings? 11 

"He may have told :me about the beatin5s. I cannot remember th;� 

exact gist of the conversation # ! had with him." 

'Tl!Je come to the question of Mr. Isa-,cs. Now, he was present ·,., 

tre t morning of thA 25th ,,;hen yourself <tnd the Commissioner 

had R �iscussion; and it, w�s decider! that Mr. Is'lacs should 

go up to 1,Jismarichristi�nburg to assess the situation on tre 
. ·-- ��--= - � spot. Was this because, as far as you can reme!nber you wero 

Witness: 

Dr f Drayton: 

Witness: 

Dr. Drayton: 

not completely satisfied with the assessment made on tha spot 

by· Superintendent Hobbs? 1 1 

"It was '1 natural thing to g0t ,, senior officer '.1P there, :,o 

that we could i'.'3t a better assessment. 11 

"You were not �;atisffad in other words thnt the Mro Hobbs 

was sufficiently senior for you to place c;omplete confidence 

in his asses 1m8nt?" 

"Not nec�ssarily,- I think it was a good thinG to ho.vo a senior 

officer· 2.t Mackensie. 11 

11So th&� it is 11 question of '.l possj_ble ln�k of experience on 

the pallt of Mr, Hobbs and 'TTD!'e experience on the part of Mro Issacs?" 
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I· Dr. Draytons 

Witness: 

Dr• Draytohs ii 

Witness. 

Dr.• Drayton:

Witness, 

Dr. Drayton: 

Witness: 

Dr I Drayton; 

... - ·-·- "--�� 
Witness: 

Dr. Drayton: 

Witnessi 

Dr. Drayton: 

Witness: 

Dr., Draytona 

Witness: 

Dr• Drayton; 

JIJ 

"This ,was· 9.30 in the mornin-1. /i.t what time rlid y-ou make .:t

request to Demba to place their other aircr,:tft at the disposal 

of the Police?II 

11 I do not know Sir • 11 

VYou had a job to do at 9.30 ;:,.ny- you hnd decider.'! to send ?i!r •

Isa:2.cs to make on the snot examin2.tions. Who Tvould be rE:•• 

sponsible for gettinv, in touch with B.G. Airways or Dem.ba

as kin[; for an dircraft? 11 

11 It would be one o.f the many officers, I de not know act,:,;'llly 

who authorizes the aircraft. I do not know who is responsible 

for it. ir 

11You were present with the Conunissioner and Mr. Isa�cs when 

the decision i.ras m<tde so you must h;:,,ve mnde some arrnnge!Tlent.i 

What Wf1S the .nrranfement? 11 

''Well . the arrangement w:1s to send Hr. Isa 1cs by � ircraft3 the 

first available one." 

"Who is th'e officer rvho was told to rnalce this arr,0rngement 1-1ith 

the Airways? 11 

11 I cannot remember who was actually told, it JTu-1.Y h.'.l.ve been tho 

Commissioner himself. 11 

"With regard to the Dakota E_;iircraft, do you happen to kno;.- what 

time B.G • .Airways W9.S contacted and asked to make .:1.n o.ircraft 

available? 11 

11 I don not know Sir. 11 

11J3ut you do know that :it 1 p.m you were informed that Mr. 

Boodhoo of B .G .. Airw�ys •• ha<l said to somf'body in your forces thct 

the aircraft w,;1s now r/9.:.i.dy for the tr,:1.nsoort of British 'f.t•o::,ps? rr

11Yes, at l p.m." 

rtAnd then he tslephoned you "l!::ain qt what tim3? 11 

11About 2 or 2 • .30. 11 

''Did you know of any arran8ece nts !Tl!.Hie in the morniDf. of the 

25th f·or transport of British Troops? 11 

11 No Sir, I had no knowlec:ige of tt, 11 

11Did you know when you met with Cont.'llissioner of Police, Hr. 

• Owen and Mr. Issacs at 9.30 ,.-.m on tho 25th that four hour,s
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. ' .

Witness:

Dr. Dray,ton:

Mr• Shepherd:

Witnes:":

Mr. Shepherd:

Witress:

Witrn,ss:

Counsel:

Witness:

Counsd:

Witness:

Counsel:

Witness:

39 

previously Colonel Kinr:,: h·�d :rN1t.10stfld tho platoon oi' th8 �J..wnn

and Dorset reJj_111Gnt to be on one hour 1 s standby for po3·;:i)j_c

transport to Mackenzio? 11 

11 No S:i.ro 11 

"You ,:,.re lissistant Commissiomr (Administration). Yon .}!'1::: \10t

in charr.e of t.l'�ining
? 11 

l'Yei.. Not in normal circumstances, but in the l::rnt ve;;;.r I •·nd

to do all sorts of thin�s • 11 

11You were not in Force Control 2.t 10.JO?"

"No."

11Do you clo ,:,.,ny other work bo�:ic1os bein::: in the Control rooy;? 11 

11 I work in .'.ln office: 11 

_lli�:3car. 1J�I? quly- -��'?fn .3.nd sta±e5 as follows: 
...... ,:..;•,:· .• 

i"ryou are Assistant Buperintencient of Police, and whern ar0 you
s ta -bion�d at the momeirt? i1

"In May this yea:b w0re you in charge of Mackenzie Police St::::tion? 11 

(\ • '-" &-(,,,- £ . 
11 I was in charge of the---±'4aGk-e�Zr-ie---District, which i11cluc1es '�Tj_sm.'lr

and • • 

"On 22nd i'-by, could you recall any incic.ent at i,J:i.sma.r? 11 

"Yes, between 9.45 c.nd 10.00 p.m on 22ru:i"-:M.6fy, rt house of cne

J1mes Ch�rrim i.13.s completely destroyed by fire. llbout 11 0 30

that same n:i;(h·v, there WRS an explosion outside the hou3e 0f 

one Abraham Khan at 131 Silv2r Town, � .. Jismar,- lhree persons

- ,·=-====---- . --1 d ,�·Khlr-"- J " . n --rnre J.n.,ure , .• am :i.n, ::met -':l.nd l'aricta Kh0.n. . Ji:l.!Th.1.CEJ 

Counsel;

was ct one to the floor, 1-.rinc1 ows .-:ind furniture in the hen.we� On

23rd at 12.05 a,m there was an explosion .0.t one WiJ.lter Narine

at 248 Silver Town, Wisrrnr, no one wqs injured, p:rne of th,J

glass was brokGn from the windows•

,About 2.30 the house of one Kennard Sepnarine of • _.,,

Chol¥1ond.eiy Alley, Wismar W-'1S destroyed by fire o Between
-�--� 

3 .oo {l.m the unoccupied :,muse a.fl one Edoo in the Valley of

Tears, Wismar w�s completely destroyed by fire by �nun-

known oric2:in. "··

1rwh,1t did y0u 00 -t:o assess t'.1e situation at Wismnr/Christfon-­

burg Mackenzie?
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Wi:l:.l.JDr.� 

Counsel: 

Witness: 

Witness: 

Counsel: 

<i 
�W'O.::i.l�l t..bl.:ir� 'w,.o- �n inoroa.:.;-e 1.1r inoirlonto lJ(,tM��m �)nrl 

and, :2Jrd. a On the ·1.iaht b�t.veel:'. the 22nd and: 23rc. ·',here 1,ns '1 
• • clk-J,__ Q. LtM,v,. 
fi�k of the hotel and rcstaur,rnt of S11rlLffiT of l"ront Ro·1.c1.,

1'.r • E .)... • _, ..i �� th b ''il ' • ,vismar. Xv<,ns1.ve uam.:t:;G was ,.,one v; . e u cine;. Thi.s

incident between the· 22nd a.nd 23rd the norm.:il polic'?.: p."'..t:r-oJ.s

were operatirl['".,,.I),., .., resnlt ,-,f too-1-ocrtin-Ys wnich took pl·1tD ,t ,-

I made a survey of the area and returned to ·:Jism-1.r stc.tion. 

Around 12.30 and 1 o 1cloclc on Saturd�y 23rd I decided that. the 

t\.trlvv-Jpatrcils I he.d operating were not sufficiently effective, .,nd c

contc1cted the .Assistant Commissioner (.Administration) ?-:Ir. Puttock 

by telephone. I tolci him of the incirlents 1,1hich h::n te.kon pl-"ce 

betwe "'n the 22nd anr1 23rd of M-,y ,nd request.eel th.'.:lt the Volunt.oor 

Force at r-bckenzie be embodied for duty with the riistrid, Police. 

Mr, Pu-ttock �,aid th9.t my- request wotllr1 be consir.erect." 

"Wh:it about the 2h th of i-t:w, were there an,y incidents? 11 

11 0n the mornin;;i: of the 2hth of !-hy, Mr. Puttock spoke tv me on 

the telephone :1nd informcrl me .,pprov:11 h.'.1.1 been given for tl1c 

embodiment of twenty-foµ.r m8mh.::rs of the VoluntGor Force :tt 

M;ickenzie to be nvailable for duty �!ith the pol:.ce c1.t �r�.,�::::.r :1s 

from that ni:•ht. He said th:1.t I should com1mmic.:::te this 

ir>..:formation to Major L,'.'..!'1.6h;:im, Officer in ch:J.rgc of the V .Jlunte .,rs 

at Ma0kenzfo and that the orr�er ,-rnuld be confirmed by Colonel 

DeFreitas s·..lbsequently. 11.s J. result I s0ok8 to H:cjor Lan:ham 

on the telephone, informed him of whe.t Mr. Put tock h;,_d s,;,i.id. 

He agreerl to mc1ke availr�blc twenty-four membGrs of t.hP VoluntoL�r 

Force for r:lutv with the police ,,s from 7 r.m that ni,zht., 

Some unkno·,rn.�-persons h'.l.d set firs.- to two builrlin.~:s in the 

c1istrict, one on top of the hill 9.nd the other :it One ?1i1e, 

Wismar, The house .:::i.t One Mi.le, •Tism:ir '.flS completely destroyed 

but the police p.1.trol sur.ceeded in putt<ing out the fire -:,Jhcn it, 

was set in the second house in the s1.mG y-:rci. 11 

11When did the members �)f thG Volunteer Force 3ctu£llly 2rri-re#?11 

JIOn the nir.:ht of thC:: 24th .. 11 
.. 

.".J 

11Did you :-�i.ve them c1ny pr·.rticular instructionE ? 11 
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• • •

Witness: 

Counsel: 

Witness: 

Counsel: 

Witness: 

Counsel: 

':-ii tne s s : 

Counsel: 

i:Ji tness: 

Witness, 

Counsel: 

Witness; 

"I tv'on •t say :·apidly • 'Ihere was :-i.n incre.<:1.se." 

11 Now, what request 'did you make� for -perf!ansli:bo ·assist you-:-:to�.6·::•'.1·' 

?Mance your forces follni.:inc these incidents?." 

11 I h-:1d ctn increase of p<1trols .::is I mentione(l before. 11 

"That is for 111hom? 11 

"For the volunteers." 

11Following the volunte-0:rs, ·-,rns there ,'lny other -�G ,,:�ure tab.)·1 to 

stem this tide? 11 

11Up to the morning of the 25th, I usect tho t••1enty-four 

voltmteers and normal police patrols. t.s 3 rcsul t of ihe -�·urth0r 

happenings on the nii:1ht of the :>hth, I h.,c'. C-'1USC to go b.,c k to

Wi,ni.ar at 3.bout S .4S .:-i..m '.1nd ma.de ,-i survey before retnrnir.c- to 

the station, I contr:.cted :Ma.jor L:n ,:;:h,'lln some minutes be.fore 

800t, and diseussed the further h�pr()nimrs of that nir:ht and I

advised him th;;rt I was '!oin� to request the embo-"'iment of the 

remainder of t�e V0lunt1?.er Poree • 11 

11Were they- .embodiect? 11 

111\t that sta�e I qcJvised °M"l_ior Lari.gf1am to have his men aler ted 

arrl then cont3cted Mr. Put tock by telephone. I told him '.")-;,.ut---- / _,- ,..,,,,,.� 
the events of the nip,ht anc� th·•.:. I <;onsii:1ered. it ri:-ccess1.r;r to 

�� _:.Y _ 
_ _,,.,,. / 

h 'h f ., ✓ 
/ _,,.,,..,, .:2ve t.. e remainder o the _.,V-olunte.:::rs .:wail-::ible for p,trol _,C-uty 

.,,- / , 

. 
on the Mon<hy 7� is /5.tn:'-�e advLs

L
Lll M

Mr, Langham :that.. he sl
z

1ould r.rl0rt the reminder rncludin{5 o.•:ficGrs 
-- ✓ 

oft Vol�tecf
.,

F�� ..--

11v"AA>e �mb�d?11 

11.A.t that stage I c'.dvisecl. Major 1-<i.np:ham to have his men �crtccl 

and then confacted Mr-. Puttock by telephone. I toln him .:11.:•out 

the events; of the nip.;ht o:1nn th..it I considered it necessn.ry to 

have the remai�er of the Volunteers �vailable for patrol duty 

on the Monday nig�t, that is the 25th. He acvised me to tell 

l':u-. L.c.i.�gham that he shou1d alert the remainder i.ncluding o:i'ficers 

of the Voluntern Force nncl. tha.t he ,,10uld take up the mnt-i:.er 

with the Commissir:ner of Police �nd Colonel '.)eFreit:3.s. 11 

'1Did you see Su.?erinte nde nt Is-'.l.1.cs? 11 

11 Thnt is very r.i.uch l.::i.t::-r in t,he day. !,.bout 8.l.iO 7..m on tho 
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Counsel: 

Witness: 

l.1J

25th, while I was :rt .M.:1.ckow;iu I :rccc·ivc-d ,'1 r,!port 1,y 

telephone f:r•or1 Wisnvir DoJ.icc station informirv'; 01c that +.burr: 

was a serious outbrea.k of violence at W:ismar :in-:1 t,he.t ,\J':r·ic·\ns 

yrere be:::ttin,, the Indians. I then wen•: clown, to the st2tic·n -:1t 

M,.1,ckenzie and contacted Mr. Puttock "!i?'lin infor·miff: h:l.m •if th� 

severity- of the situation ?.m-l that T'WHS leaving for th.:; scrme 

with other policemen from M:J.ckenz ie. He s-:t id th:1 t he would 

make arrang,e'.Tlents to h3.ve five policemen ·-Tho h?.d been re!novec1 

from m,y district fro erner.,·encv rluty on the West Demer�r;,,, with­

drawn from ',,fest Demern.re\ if he could get Demba to �:et ..,__ plonJ 

to brine them up •. Irmnedi:rt.ely after my convers�.1tion wH-h .Mr. 

Puttock ◄ - ,�b�::i.t I ,,ot in touch Hi th nomba 1s !'1-'tn.,1:rcr wh!'l ;:,_,:;r-:,ccl to 

have the other ait·craft standinr by Ht O:!lc ::.irstrip. I ·':,hc,n 

returned to ·,Jismar. 11 

11Did these men arrive? 11 

110n arrival at. Wis mar I saw a crowd along the road opposite 

the store of one Bissoon. I joined the police vechiqle ,1ith ;:. • 

the oolice anci we�t towards th& crowd. But this crot,1r cl.ispersed 

as I arrived. I spoke to the mmer of the store, after :•m ich 

I left and wel'lt towards the Ve1J.ley of Te-:=trs ,:,1here I s-a-r.r a hufte 

cloud of smoke. On arrival '3.t -1-.he Valley o.f Tears I s.::i.;,;- two 

houses immedfately in .front of me on fire. The police p:::·-\.rol 

which w2.s oper:!tinf! un0cr my com'n-:tnd had 0.:i.fficultjos in pttiri,-rr 

water to put out the fire. 11 

Counsel:-�-· 11 That day there were fires :rnd be·1tin7s?" 

"Yes. I waa dec�ling with the seconrl fir0 'Jhen I he·,rd 3 rQiport 

that an Indian m<1n w,-:i.s b::.:atcn and w:1s lyinr, in the yard. I ,·rnnt 

over and saw the body of a ma.ri by the name of Prul Mer�£gi�1S wh 

which I took to the Mackenzie mortu,:\ry. I continod oper.,.,_ t:in[: 

further into the Valley of Tears where there wore more fj_rElso 

As we went along, -"l.n Indian woman cam9 up to me and told MC 

that a number of ne(:.ro men had rushed to her house, ch::i.sed hor 

out, :md her four chilrlren could not bP. found.. Shortly :=i.::t.0r 

the house went 11p in flames.. I callerl nn the police to sc.1.re:h 

for the chilrlren. They were founr:l in a neic:hbour 1s house. :r On

the road side of the V2.lley· -of Tews, 1B -.•ent further down :.!nd 

Che
dd

i J
ag

an
 R

es
ea

rch
 C

en
tre



Counsel1 

1.-Ji tness; 

Counsel:, 

Witnesss 

Counsel; 

Witii.ess: 

Counselt 

Witness: 

l!Li 

the.re we .s.qw the house of onB H�cir'.tlff716rfomEic1 on fire. Th(; 

police went into opor.:i.tion :,nd r;11t. it out. 11 

11I suppose that was the trend of ovents cturin:'. t,hc: whnlc of 

that day - thG p::ilice helping to put out fires :end ::1.s:nstin;_; 

in esc ortil1[; ps oplo to the s te. tion'i'" t.round 2 �h O p .m nn 25th 

did you sec Mr . Issacs "'.nd Nr. L,-:ir.,hloy?'' 

"I c1.icl Sir. 11 

11Do ·,ou kno·1 �-rh.v thev hac come to M':'. r.kenzie?"

11 Mr. Toaics sairl he was s-:nt bv the Commis,,ioner, I r'lon ft know 

wh,v. He .?.sked rne for ;i breakrlown of the situ2ction. 11 

"What W3.S your break clown? 11 

"I told him what h.3.d hP.ppened. He J.sked me for l·1fr,_jor L:rnr�ham 

1,,,ho vras ::tt th'-'.t time doin,? rescue op2r:�tions in tho Hackcnzie 

are;::., Mr. Iss�-tcs told me he wouJ_r1 l:i..k::e to sei� myself D.nc! 

rfajor L.:m[;ham c1.t the }-hckenzie police st1.tfon .,t .:\ .o 1clock." 

:11Jl't 0 •,h\rem of the d:iy of the ·26th ?•by this year could you

give ns the report l)f persons ,-1h11 we;re admitt .. •o. to the ho�11:ital? lf 

11The nUll'ber of persons 2.dmitted i,;etc thirty. Thirty-one wcr0 

t�ated and sent home11 'Two- malo·E-4:iJtTiridian.s were ldJ.l,,c: ,, /\. 

number of parsons were s�ot by the police, t�-10 rn[.�roos. :i'our 

teP.r shells fired by the police, two grenac1es, 13 revolv,cr shots 

and five rifle shots. Then there wero ,'l number o.f policemen, 

twc officers, three subordinate officers ,.md s,,·venteen 

eo�stables. Number of Volunte2rs on duty P.t 1•Jis11L1.r, three 

--, - ,·�-· office:rs an::'! i'if;ty,...four ranks. 11 

Counsel: 

;rvi tness: 

Counsel; 

Witness, 

Counsel: 

Witness; 

11Whcin did the British Troops ·=-trrive?" 

'1About 6 o tclock on the '.25 th.11 

iron the arrival on the British 'I'roops rlid ·rny othc;r inci·', nts 

occur?' 1 

ll'.['he largest building in the area 'Was burnt, that of Lalta P.::\Ulo11 

110n ·the 25th c'id y0u order four policemen ,:tn icoi:ine themselves 

to indoor duty?·' :1Jhat are their namos?" 

11Lall, Mangra, Pers'1ud J.nd M::ingroo. I told them to st::ty inside 

bece.use I overheard a C(?nversation b, a woman s:1y-ing, 1Th:iy got 

the bitch Lall along with them
., 

is he we want. 1 As a result 

of that I kept them in for saf.cty o II 
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WitnesG: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

·rvrr. Shepherd:

st�<l. ----

Witness: 

:-.1r. Shepheri:-1 s 

Witness: 

�1r. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Hr . Shepherd: 

ancl U .K Troops pe. trollerl the ;1re.<i? 11 

"Yes Sir.". 

11D"d th '�t ,(. • f1··• ?H 1. you report e c•on1gs ,o your supor1.or o • • 1.cer.

11Yes I did. 11
• ., -- • 

--___.,/' 
110n the 6th July we ha<:1 Gom"': :/ports :1bnut vie·' :ill1'., :�·'I;

thfok you may find this re,iiaratfon en th« at,.tc,ck "co hcvo 

this full information./ I c�nnot s1.y t :'\t ,,)verythilY; :{,,_s h(•(:''.1 

// 
dissc>.tisfired cy evidence, th,-:,,t is my d i.f.'fic nl ty, sor:z-J of those 

statements ,3.r7 �ctime from the offi(lt who h.we :,', rccorc 1 c,f
/ // 

persons admitt:cc1 in ths ho2pital/in the casualty w:::rd ::1.!1f :i.n 

the
l
l'nic �1s 

• "I .r:- . rio :::i.nr:( -'- J_ro, 

-'l resrut of vi,:,J:Snco persc,ns killec1 -'t!.rin;:'. t.hc 
// 

that is an yxtract .frr.rn your ::'l/Lcry at Wj.sm.c·:::' 
/ I 

concerning my "ut,'l 
/

unr13.y the ?!1th th1.t persons ',JC::rc \rn;stec1. 

-
�
nr 

�
harc;:ed f

�
r 

;
ence on the 26th .,_nd 

/
7th ,.,jt,h t

h
,
� 

oc 1�ur-:1.nce 

ln Wis'ln::.r/Chrl.S t.i.Jmbu!''.{ cire:1 .• ii raF' -�-�H/w:,· 1:,r,&,�-.rou; sl::iow ffil,) 1-1·1.e

diary for it is kept privately by qonst-1.ble B::ittlefielcl ,,,d •• 

oth0rs dt ins this period?:! 

-- v1hich--ineh2c:n� No;-Jil'I.r. Hobbs, you have told 

the Commissioners that VoluntG,:;rs "'.ncl Police uniir,:•r your 

coJ11Jn:1nd. Would it be permitted for Police 1.nd Volunh'c(�r force 

tl, fire. into :Yl idle· or inquisitive crowd? If they h:::id, 1 -rnuld 

it· bave improved the situation? 11

11I expect it rJould h,we worse noel. t.t,1vh2. tcver ,1,:;a.in was t2k,m by 

police or Voluntor:rs we hacl to be==tr in minci .'.l.t all tim2 the 

avail::i.hle .str"'=nr:;th of the force • 11 

l!T_'lfere p.<i.trols uff'ler vour contro] "permitted to w,e D.car r,:.-w? 

You yourself went on P''-trol r1 ir:l y-0u fine' ':lnV occ::i.s ion wh,n 

the use of tear r.:as '.voulcl hav,� been a0vis,ble? 11 

"When the crowd as',embled 3-nd your men 1.pproacheci them rlid 

they disperse? 11 

"Yes. 11 

11 If you had used tear e;as clon 't you think it wou1cl have �,aDn 

effective? 11 
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Mr. Shepherd: 

"i.-!itness: 

r1r. Shepherd; 

'Iii tness: 

i··1r, Shepherd: 

?fr., Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Nr • Shepherrl: 

Witness: 

·::....�

Hr• Shep he rd: 

si'tuation. 11 

''What were your instructions 2.bout the clispers<1.l l)f crm-1<'ls? 11 

11:My men were told that the first thin.1 to do was to w,,rn th:�m 

to c:lisoerse ,ind only if tl?,ey f':dlcd to rlri so r.rns tc:,r : 0:is to 

be used• 11 

11 1\-rn tear rr,-1s ,.,. renafes were userl on thrit ra.y?" 

11 I c'lon 1 t know. n 1, 

/(.,<.V•·,.,w r.J---
11Do ,y-ou kno•,r one Samuel l-,.echan? Is this th�! ::;xtr-.ct fl'"!ll 1.1is 

criminal rec ore? 11 

"'Les,. we have 2 rncord o:-:� him beh·winp in :1 disor-krly ,:1.,.nr1cr 

and one for usin_s in.:1eG�nt l:1nr;uage • 11 

e,;,..-P� 
118nmuel Loc.j,w,n SAY tine, t on Sunday, t:,hc 2Li th he appr0,c•10ct •;·,,n 

and asked for protection. Woul� you surprised at th:::.t? 11 

11 I wGuld not be surprised 
Vt

. I h.J.d. 11 reques t. on

slll/le day for assistance by Christia:: Rf.l.mj'lttan. 11 

"Did :inybo�y else ask yet: for prott)ction? 11 

111'-'fanv people asker "}8 for prot.?cti0n. 11 

"About how ?Jnnv pE'oDl•� on 1'-Ionct?.:v? 11 

to +hem :1n0 tolcl +he'll that ·+,hev rnust bke it ,nsy wr-1 -th::i.t they 

were not <?nour.'.h police ';!.V,,dJ.1blc to offer protection t.o ')1:.Udings 

and propGrtJ. �Iany o.f them s1i0. that thev w1ntod tc rc.c:over thGiT' 

beds, mnchines .�nrl othGr prr:lperty, but I tol0 them th0..t the 

situation was :me •,re ·,.--roulr1 h:ivc to concentr.7.tE: trving to save 

lives. Some people ,,1ore plGctsod i,h::.n r,ro ·�rlvised +1.em but snme 

were hi;�hly incli:-;nctnt. It was simple imp0ssiblc for u:-, to save 

property bee.a use we �,erG tr,Yil1.i' to s;1vc l�v;s • 11 

"You would mt be surprised if Nr. �0,�n :rnd �1.�rur -Qt.hors 

approached you on Sunday or r-Iorr<;.y? 11 

Mr. Shepherd: 11If my notes 1.re corr2.ct one Hamloch<?.n all,;:ied .that he 'lr.ked 

you for assistnnce to resc-ue t1rn of his children withoL1t success. 

He appeale<:i to three British 30l0fo:rs
1 

who took them to s.1fety

in a ,1eep1 11 
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1Ylr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

J\'.Ir o Sh3pherd: 

Witmss: 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness; 

Mr. She phG rd : 

Witness: 

l'tr. Sl10phc rd ; 

Witness: 

•::;,_.,.S..::--­

Hr. Shcphercl.: 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherd: 

Witness: 

Hr. Shepherd: 

with .'.lS sool'l .'.'.S police or volunteers 1.vere ::tV·".il'lble • 11 

11 This w--,s on 1'uesci.qy mornim? 11 

11 Now, Christine Ramjo.tt,n .Ls_ of course th(-: ex-snn.,tm· ,mi :;he

lived at Wism1r for some :/l:'nrs? 11 

1 1So I i1lil told. 11

110n the 20th, ;,1hich woulc have been before the declc'..rc.ticn of 

omerrrency, W0dnesda,v rlid sho draw :v-our attention to a cor:­

templakd att,-!-:crks on the Ind fan community, 11 

11 No, I w11s rcquosterl. by the 'Ministry of Hr,me Hfnirs to instruct

Mrs. R�m.iatt'm in the.'use of :1. revolver." 

11Hacl you been instructed by the �finistr:ir in <:!rJY previous 

occasion to ;rive instructions in t.he use of fire.:irms to th·.3

Jviinista-rs?" 

11 No. 11 

11Did you ":ive Y!.rs. R:tmj:1.t. +--n instructions in the use of .'.l 

revolver? n 

11Yes, -:'.S a result of which I h'.id fr0quent cont.'lct 1-rith }1rsv 

Ramjatt:rn." In the course of her l;,,.st visit Mrs;. R�mjattan 

discussed the situ,.tion ir\\thc district." 

11J,.;1.d who posse1ssed this revolvc"r? 11

11 It W.4S police property. I ,.1o:not know H she h;i.s as vet 

obtained one. 11

11 No, I spoke ·,,ith hGr. I visiterl the scene of ,n incirlont 

that c1ny, which w,s immeniate bi·1hinr:l the senator 1s h0�1sc
:, 

'tnd 

she camE out B.nd tolrl me that she ,,.r.Qs fe,..,rful fol' the s:1:f,;tV 

of her husbcrnr� qs she w,s clu0 to l:nve the district th.'l.t ·lay. 

I assured her th:1t she ncerl not b8 fe,r 1'ul, b<:Jc1.usG rntrols 

�,,ould be 3.rounrl her house. S�e- su,.i;:,csten 1,hat I prov ice� 1 

policeman to �·ive individu:.\l p:rotoction to her husb .. :rnd. 11 

11Did .vou 3.gr&e to that? 11 

"No, I r,1.5ected it, .:1.nc'. poink<i out. to her that it was not 

possible • 11 

11By this time looting and bm ning was t-?.king place? 11 
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Hr. Shepherd: 

Nr, Shepherd: 

Witness; 

Witness, 

Mr ., �hepherd; 

Witness: 

-M:c , Shephe r r1 :

11No� this wi.s on Sun.iny morning. I undertook to ,,ive h0r tho 

i:rotQction she needed to got from hur h0me to the l·,unch. 

Sargeant Chalmers cscortcrl her • 11 

11 No, �t th;:it stage her concern was for her hu.8b3.nd 1 s s1f0ty. 11 

111\.nd , .. ihat clid ,rou ,1 o about hor husbanrl? 11 

11 1 instructe<;"l pqtrols as was custom:1ry to pass 1.round the c.re,,. 

2.nd._ensure thqt <i.11 w,qs well. On th:-:· :-lond-':'l.y morning I m,:.rl_,_., my 

early morning visit,. :rnd was assured th:1t jvJr. Ramj'\tte.n h�d 

been in the house alriE:ht. 11 

11Rnd as far as you know both the cx-sc:nator ,rnd h -r husb,mt� 

have been unharmed to this day, 11 

11Latcr on Monday, aft2r the violence rlcvGloped to s0m0 extont 

I personaµy detailed a police personnel to ?O and fetch ?vlr. 

''Ra!iljattan· f:�om ·his house to tha. st.:ition o Th'1.t. was done :2!1
C1 be 

·-remained'· i.n my office untn he w,s escort0d over to Mn.ck,,mzie

.and put on the boat for Georgetown. I took this nersono.l

il'l.terest ·because I know that i'-I:r. R.am.iatt.qn w::i.s somc•c .. h:1t :=:ickl,y-. 1 1 

"Did you te.ke this 0erscnaJ:.},i.nter2.st in -1.n�r other '['"3rson in 

C:iristianbu:rg? 11 

''No, 11 

11You 'h� ve he :1:rd of �ol:f orr, 

- ·=-� • • F:ie l ived.:i. t Wisrnar? 11 

:-,Titness: 11 He is the district org3.ni.3cr 
.• 

Mr, s·.)epher�: 11On Wedoosday, 27th r!i.-:,_y 1-t 9.30 a.m ll,o t0leplrnncd ·vou an::' 1skc.:-1 

• • • 'fpr protection? 11 

Witooss; "I- spoke to n,aey people on th0 telophonc -1.r0und th.·lt ti.'Tle, but 

Witness: "· 11He' ·:askec ;ne if he could be escorted to his house et WismG.r. 

Mr
,.
· Shepherd,: 

Wi'b_ness: 

-·r ·told 'him tbat when he wcis re",dY I would r-.irr1.ri.a6 for hirr, to

l:e" e's·cortect; but· I have not ·seen him since." 
;. 

'.1:\Do'you kn()l,, H�ckim Khan of '38, Silver Town? '•./h;:it is hi:; 

'b-us.iness? u • 

'1!He keeps a hotel of ill repute . II 
--..... .·.· 
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• ),!i tness;

Hr. Shepherd:

�-Ji tness :.

Nr. Shepherc1:

Jitnc:SS: 

ditnes.s: 

r1r. Shcphero.: 

Witness: 

Mr. Shepherc: 

1-vitnes�:

Mr. Shepherd: 

':J'itn1�ss: 

11 Y0s_,li t,..;� �d.. 

11Do you know Richard �Singh?" 

·"I know him as Rich.1.rcl Loweo 11 

11 How long hcid you be0n Superintondent at Wisnnr prior to fr,y,

2Sth? 11 

11Four montha " 11 

11Lon;: bcfon-i • 11 

1snoes f\tc h!trd- Low have· c:,, eri.minal::I"ec ord? 11 

v-..J.--··tlt 1l (:_.� �\ 2
11Yes. 11 

1rr:>o you knowtKam.:=tl Sin[!h otherwise known -:i.s Sonny Boy'i."
• j) .-> . �"""" -vv- -w -{ -.C,.:._ JJ___ "'- c...,.· '--......,__ L �- GA. ' 

"No,-Y\�rt, 't;;'"o,; him, I on.1y sq1,1 hirri here .-,_t thic; Co•?t1d::i:.:'L.,n. 11 

11Were you present in H::irris 1 s rlru,storo '•Jhen Rob:irt J :,rr':m

and. others were pl::rnnin,· 2.n 2,.tt,ck on the �::wt Incii::.n:3? 11 

11I knc•,; no1J1in° of that.: 1 Th2.t is obsolutely untruE:. 11 
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